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Please tell our advertisers that you  
 

FOUND THEM IN “THE GOSSIP” 

The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled 
by volunteers from the village and relies upon 
advertisers for its continued funding. 
The committee does  not  accept  any responsibility 
for the accuracy or otherwise of any article or 
advertisement appearing in the pages of the Gossip, 
nor does it necessarily agree with any of the 
viewpoints expressed by our contributors  in  articles  
or  other  items  published  in  these pages. 
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Don’t Forget !!  
You now have the option of sending your items 
for the Gossip by E-mail to Brenda Leedell or any 
member of the editorial team whose E-mail address 
is listed on the inside front page.  Word is the 
preferred format but we can be flexible.  Hard copy 
and/or floppy disc - whatever you find easiest.    
   We are of course still happy to take your hand 
written items which you can pop into one of the 
collecting boxes, hand to one of the team - or we 
can collect your piece from you if you are house-
bound! The Gossip is your magazine - so go on - 
send in an item and see it in print.    

Broadband Services  
The Borough Council is doing a borough wide 
survey of possible problems with the receipt of 
broadband services where local telephone exchanges 
have been enabled.  As the village exchange is 
enabled could you please contact the Parish Clerk 
( 0 1 5 5 3  8 1 2 0 8 2  o r  E - m a i l  t o 
watlingtonparish@onetel.com) if you are unable to 
access broadband services anywhere in the parish. 
The Borough Council will be taking up any 
problems with the Regional Development Agency. 

Please help to make WATLINGTON   

LITTER FREE 

Reminder!! 
All items submitted to the Gossip must be 
accompanied by the name and address of the author.    
   We may print your letter or article anonymously if 
requested but must have contact details.    

Editorial 
 
So, here we are again, the autumn issue of ‘The 
Gossip’ and, contrary to rumours around the village, 
we are not folding up! There may be a few minor 
changes in future publications but that’s all. As it is 
the community magazine of Watlington, ‘The Gossip’ 
is about the people, for the people: contributions 
regarding village events, reports from clubs, societies, 
organisations and groups are required so as to enable 
the editorial team to continue to produce a magazine 
up to the standard that we have all become used to. 
Please also send in your opinions, letters, advice and 
recipes regularly every three months and before the 
latest date for acceptance of material - not forgetting 
that the writer’s name and address (which can be 
withheld on request) must accompany all items. Your 
co-operation in all these matters will help the team 
immensely. Gossip boxes are situated in the village 
Post Office, Sports and Social Club and The 
Information Centre. 
  Finally, all other members of the editorial team join 
me in paying tribute to Barry Shears who has decided 
to leave us. Barry has been a loyal, hard working, 
dedicated and enthusiastic member of the team since 
issue Number One. I am sure that you will all join us 
in expressing our thanks to Barry in appreciation of 
all his past efforts and in wishing him well for the 
future. 
 

Geoff Beaumont 
 

Member of the Editorial Team 

Watlington Players  
 
We had another successful show in July, “SINGIN 
IN THE RAIN”, after a half house on the Tuesday 
we more or less sold out. The exit collections made 
on behalf of “The Talk and Stroke Club” amounted 
to just under £200. 
   “SINGIN IN THE RAIN” was always going to be 
good. But it was better than that it was superb - 
complete with rain and puddles! Watlington Players 
certainly pulled off an amazing feat with this 
production” quote from Pam Palmer of Lynn News.  
   The COWPS (youth section of the Players) are 
putting on their final show on Friday 9th September, 
“SNAPSHOTS “ is a collection of excerpts from 
shows that they have been involved in over the last 
twenty years, however, the performers are not the 
same ones. The proceeds will go to the COWPS 
supported charity “World Vision.” 
   Our autumn play “KINDLY LEAVE THE 
STAGE” by John Chapman, produced by Les Bragg, 
will be staged 27th to 29th October. It is now being 
cast, so look out for the posters and the new box 
office number, as Bill Cameron is retiring, after 
many years of valuable service, from his post.  
   Thanks from us all  

Kate Carpenter     

Stop Press!!      The Angel  
Over £250.00 was raised during the grand re-opening 
event and hog-roast.    
This is to be donated to the Michelle Sherwood 
Cancer Fund.  
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An Introduction to Watlington  
 
Dear Editor  
First of all I would like to thank new and old      
customers for the kind welcome to the village we 
have received.  
   After spending 20 years in the catering trade, my 
husband and I have decided to take up this exciting 
Challenge, along with my brother Mark, who owns 
his own electrical company.  
   We at the Angel aim to provide a pleasurable and 
satisfying service by offering our customers a range 
of choice such as the following - a variety of top 
brand lagers such as Carling, Stella and Carlsberg as 
well as others. A choice of fine Wines both red and 
white, Bar Food from an all new improved menu 
available 7 days a week. A quieter Restaurant with 
top service and a fine array of all types of food 
including Burgers, Steaks, Lasagne, Fish and also a 
separate Vegetarian menu. We also offer a completely 
new desserts menu which at this early stage has 
already emerged as a firm favourite with our 
customers.   
   We feel that it is vital that we make it clear that we 
welcome and encourage the visit of families no matter 
how young or old the members are. Here at the Angel 
we provide a Children’s play area that will keep the 
younger visitors entertained for hours in a safe 
environment.  
   We also provide a large screen where customers can 
view all TV including sports and other entertainment.  
   As we as a family are new to the village, we realise 
that it is vital and necessary to keep old staff as well 
as bring in new. Many people may be aware, Daphne 
Whitby was employed by the previous management 
as was Helen Rodwell. We would like to thank them 
for their hard work and we are very glad to have them 
with us. I would also like to inform you of the 
recruitment of Pippa Cross, a local who has a 
tremendous amount of experience in the bar trade, 
and will do her best to contribute to the excellent 
service we aim to provide to you the public.  
   We believe that our Public House has a lot to offer 
and we hope you will take the time to enjoy our 
quality service.  
   A few new changes we have introduced are: 
Steak Nights - Mondays and Wednesdays  - £5.95 
Senior Citizen Lunches - £4.95 for 2 Courses 
                                       (Monday/Wednesday/Friday)  
Senior Citizen Carvery Lunch - £6.00 for 2 Courses  
                                        (Tuesday/Thursday)  
   At present Carvery to be served ALL DAY Sunday 
(until 5.00pm) starting at £7.25 a head.  

(Childrens portions available) 

    We have also introduced a Salad Bar as part of the  
Carvery.  
   Please also note that there is a Function Room 
available for up to 40 people for many uses including 
funeral teas, business meetings and parties etc, as well 
as the Restaurant.   
Bookings are now being taken for Christmas Party 
nights, Christmas Day lunch, Boxing Day buffet, 
New Years Eve Party Night and New Years Day   
buffet.  Please book early to avoid disappointment.  
We hope to see you in the near future!! 
         Mandy Stevenson 
 

*********** 

Dear Readers  
I am writing to you because we need your help. My 
husband and I have committed ourselves to raise the 
sum of £5,000 for “The Children’s Society” by May 
2006. 
   This is a UK charity (Reg. Charity No 221124),  
who give vital support to  children who are in trouble 
and need help. As you are reading this they are   
helping children in the Norfolk area in many different 
ways. Who knows it may be our children or grand-
children who need their help in the future, though we 
sincerely hope not.  
   Although this is a great deal of money, we feel that 
with a little help from a lot of people we can reach 
our target. We have already completed several fund-
raising events, but we still have a fair way to go.  
  Whatever you can do to help us in this quest, 
whether it is with a monetary donation, either        
personal or corporate, or even a raffle prize, anything 
would be most gratefully received.   
  We can be contacted on 01366 388700 and look 
forward to hearing from you.   
Thanking you in anticipation.  
      Mrs S Jones 
      37 Revell Road, Downham Market  

More Letters  �  
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Dear Editor 
In the short time (9 months) that I have lived in  
Watlington I have noticed a significant increase in 
traffic in St Peter’s Road and in Station Road. This in 
itself might not be seen as a problem. But what is a 
problem is the speed of some cars and motorbikes, 
accelerating to perhaps 50 to 60 mph or more, out of 
the village. It is, after all, a built up area and some of 
the vehicle speeds are clearly illegal. It is perhaps 
only a matter of time before there is a serious         
accident.  
  In some Kent villages, afflicted by similar speeding, 
“sleeping policemen” and “chicanes” were installed 
with success, and I have suggested to the Council that 
similar devices be installed in Watlington.  
  An additional advantage, of these devices, might be 
to discourage through traffic from using Watlington 
as a fast route to King’s Lynn, instead of using the 
A10.  
  What do other village people think? 
   Dr R Barnes, Lacey Close  
 

****** 

Dear Gossip Readers  
On behalf of Watlington School Staff and pupils I 
would like to thank all those people and organisations 
who supported our drive to improve our athletics 
equipment. Including - Premier Shop, Mr Aisthorpe,  
Campbells, Barker Brothers, all parents, pupils and 
friends who raffled the Norwich City signed football 
and the organisations who preferred not to be 
mentioned individually.    Best Wishes  
             Susan Teverson  
            Watlington Community School  
 

******* 

Jim’s Monthly Collection Box !! 
Many of you may have noticed a collection box on 
the counter in the Post Office Stores. The contents of 
this box will be distributed monthly to a different 
local charity or worthy cause. Amounts collected and 
the charity selected will be printed in future issues of 
the The Gossip. Our thanks to Jim and Ann for this 
kind gesture.  
The May/June collection of £55.00 was donated to 
Watlington Community School (see above).  
The July/August collection will go to “The Children’s 
Society” (see page 3).        Future collections: - 
September - East Anglian Air Ambulance  
October -     Tapping House  
November - Millennium Green Strimmer Fund  
December - Andrew Farnham Christmas Lights  
        (Charity to be announced)  

Dear Editor  
With the approach of the seventh anniversary of the 
“Gossip”, we feel that the occasion calls for at least a 
letter of thanks to you and your team. Four major 
efforts a year for seven years will be no mean 
achievement, to put it mildly.  
   Your endeavours have produced an enjoyable, 
amusing and informative magazine for us all to look 
forward to every time, and we know that you have all 
spent much time and trouble in the making of it, 
probably more than we realise. We also appreciate 
that without the efforts of those who kindly deliver 
the copies, we should not all enjoy reading them.  
   Our thanks and congratulations are offered to the 
whole of the team as we look forward to our Autumn 
“Gossip”.  
Yours very sincerely,  

Arthur and Marion Rogers 
“Deansgarth” Rectory Lane 

Watlington             
****** 

Watlington Surgery Patients Group  
 
The Editor  
We have a Surgery which can be rated amongst the 
best in the country, with excellent Doctors and staff. 
So when they won an award for Innovative Clinical 
Care - Specific, we at the Surgery Patients Group felt 
it was time to shout it aloud, and tell the world, or at 
least our immediate part of the world, the good news.  
   This award was part of a nationally held Enterprise 
Award Scheme to highlight some of the best 
initiatives in hard working surgeries around the UK.  
   As winners in this category our Surgery now go 
forward into the final, and could end up as the overall 
winners, something to be extremely proud of.  
    Our Surgery, with this award proves that despite 
outside influences - increased work loads, new 
computer systems - can still provide its patients with 
an excellent service, and still be innovative, making it 
a Surgery we should all be grateful to have in our 
midst.  
    On another note, we at the Surgery Patients Group 
are always looking for new members, if you feel you 
could spare some time, approximately once a month, 
to help us help the Surgery, you would be made most 
welcome. To join us please contact myself at the 
telephone number above or contact the Surgery.  

Mr P R Smith  
Chairman of Watlington Surgery Patients Group 

6 Church  Road, Magdalen, King’s Lynn, PE34 3BA  
Tel:   01553   810844 
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NORFOLK CONSTABULARY 
WESTERN AREA 

MOBILE POLICE OFFICE  
Next Visits to  

WATLINGTON  
Angel Car Park,  Tuesdays,  1.00pm to 3.00pm  

 
*  27th September  *  25th October   * 

 *  22nd November  *  
We are your police station coming to your 

community willing to listen to you.  
 
We offer a variety of services, including:- 

* Advice 
* Crime Recording  
* Information  
* Lost and found property 
* Crime prevention advice and literature 
* Liaison with community groups  

We stock:- 
*  All relevant forms and leaflets 
*  Crime prevention items -  
*  Personal Attack Alarms -   
*  UV Pens - Tamper proof tax disc holders etc.  

CRIMESTOPPERS   0800 555 111 
NORFOLK CONSTABULARY  01953 424242 
NON EMERGENCIES   0845 456 4567 
EMERGENCIES   999 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact the Patient & Public Involvement in Health 
Forums  
 
PPI Forums were created by the Government to act as 
the voice of the public on health related issues. The 
Forums in West Norfolk are made up of local 
volunteers who are enthusiastic about the health of our 
community. They are unpaid, unbiased and have 
statutory powers.   
   One Forum looks at services provided by the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, and the other Forum for the West 
Norfolk Primary Care Trust (PCT) - the surgeries, 
clinics, dentists etc.  
   As well as networking and promotional work, the 
PCT Forum has been involved with consultations 
including the future of the Narborough surgery and the 
closure of Wells Cottage Hospital.  
   The Hospital Forum has attended a number of 
briefings, eg complaints, PALS, and has liaised with 
service managers regarding service changes/
development, eg  Observation Ward proposals.                    
   Members have also been involved in consultations 
regarding the change in visiting hours and the Chair 
met the Princess Royal on 11 February 2005, when the 
new Critical Care Centre was formally opened.  
   Members of the public are encouraged to write to the 
Forum with any comments or concerns they may have 
about healthcare services. These comments determine 
the work of the Forums, so we need to hear your 
views! 
   We would also like to hear from anyone who is 
interested in becoming a member of the Forum; the 
more members we have, the more we can do to make a 
difference. You do not have to have experience in the 
NHS, merely an interest in raising the standards of its 
services. Members have the opportunity to attend a 
variety of training courses and networking days, will 
have all travel costs reimbursed, and will be guided by 
a team of friendly support staff. All we ask is that  you 
can spare 4 to 5 hours per week, and can take on 
assignments of your own as well as working well in a 
team. It is a unique project; one that you will find 
interesting, challenging and rewarding.  
   Administrative support for both Forums is provided 
by ACRE. They also facilitate other Forums in the 
area.   
    For more information or details on how to become a 
member, please contact Kim Armitt on 0845 0093477. 
   For more general information about PPI Forums 
visit the Commission for Patient and Public 
Involvement in Health website at www.cppih.org. 
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Please be aware of your hedges, trees and shrubs. 
After this rampant growing season your hedges etc 
could well be encroaching onto footpaths and roads 
reducing visibility and forcing pedestrians to walk 
into the road to pass by. They could have crept out of 
bounds without your realizing.  
So please trim them well back so as to ensure 
everyone can see and pass safely. The Council has 
the powers to cut them back and then charge the costs 
to you. 

****** 

Cyclists - be aware! 
A resident of Fairfield Lane has sent in a plea to 
cyclists using the path to take more care when there 
are people also walking along it.   
   Please ride slowly and use your bell!  Pedestrians 
can’t always hear you coming up on them if they are 
chattering away with their friends or are a little hard 
of hearing. There have apparently been one or two 
near misses recently with small children being most 
at risk.   
  To the person who sent in this item - please let us 
have your name etc in future.  (See page 1) 
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Watlington War Memorial  
As 2005 marks the 60th anniversary of the end of 
WW2 I thought it would be a good time to look at 
what we know of the men from Watlington, named on 
the War Memorial, who gave their lives for their 
country.    
   There are four names listed for WW2 – George 
Kidman, Kenneth Newman, Sidney Purse and 
William Wildman. It is actually more difficult to find 
information relating to men killed in the WW2 than 
WW1. Most of the personal information were gleaned 
from newspaper articles of the time. Unfortunately, 
from a research point of view, there did not appear to 
be the same zeal in reporting the losses in WW2 as in 
WW1.  
    I am grateful to the late Ted Featherby for his help 
in narrowing down the many possible candidates with 
the same name to find the right men.    
   
George Kidman - LEWIS GEORGE KIDMAN  
Cpl  5781918 Lewis George Kidman  
1st Bn  Parachute Regiment AAC  
Killed in Tunisia 8th March 1943  aged 21  
   The war in North Africa came to an end in Tunisia 
in May 1943 with the defeat of the Axis powers, only 
two months after his death. George is buried in the 
Tabarka Ras Rajel War Cemetery on the Tunisia/
Algerian border.  
   Ted was pretty sure that George was the son of 
Captain Kidman who had served with distinction in 
WW1 and may have lived in Downham Road. 
 
Kenneth Newman -  
KENNETH CHARLES NEWMAN  
Sapper 1922848 - 242 Field Coy.  Royal Engineers  
Died of wounds on 11th November 1944  aged 27. 
  He is buried in Santerno Valley War Cemetery, Italy.  
  He was the son of Alfred Charles and Edith M G 
Newman (died 1942) of Watlington and husband of 
Hilda Laura Newman of West Lynn.  
  A plaque on his parent’s grave in Watlington 
Churchyard has the following inscription: 

 
In Ever Loving Memory of 
SAPPER NEWMAN R.E. 

Who Died Of Wounds In Italy 
November 11 – 1944 

Aged 27 years 
At The Going Down Of The Sun 

And In The Morning 
We Will Remember Him. 

 
Sidney Purse - SYDNEY MORRIS (JIM) PURSE  
5774982 Private -  7th Bttn. Royal Norfolk Regiment   
Jim died on 13th May 1940 aged 20  
   His final resting place is Choloy War Cemetery, 

Meurthe-et-Moselle, France. Choloy cemetery was 
created for the re-burial of casualties recovered from 
isolated sites, communal cemeteries and small 
churchyards in North East France where permanent 
maintenance of the graves was not possible. It is 
probable that Jim died during the fighting at this time 
in the Saar region.    
He was the son of Robert John and Maria Purse of 
Watlington.  
I combed the Lynn News for the whole of 1940 and 
found no mention of Sidney Purse. There were not 
many reports about war casualties in the Lynn News 
at that time. (Security reasons?)   However, there was 
a very informative article about our last casualty 
which is copied below.  
 
William Wildman -  
WILLIAM WADSWORTH WILDMAN  
Surgeon Lieutenant  - HMS Berwick,  
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve  
Killed in action on Wednesday 27th November 1940 
aged 32  
He is named on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. 
  He was the son of Jack Crossland Wildman and 
Marie Wildman (nee Wadsworth) and husband of 
Judith Winnefred Wildman M.B., Ch.B.  

The Lynn Advertiser - 6 December 1940 
DOWNHAM  M.O.H.  KILLED IN ACTION  
Dr W W Wildman, who until the outbreak of war 
was full-time Medical Officer of Health for the 
Downham Urban, Downham Rural and Marshland 
Rural Districts, was killed in action on the 27th ult in 
the Mediterranean.  Official notification was received 
from the Admiralty by Mrs Wildman, who lives at 
Park House, Watlington.  
  Dr Wildman, before being appointed local Medical 
Officer of Health by the Norfolk County Council, 
had been in the public health department at West 
Bromwich after being in practice in London. A 
member of the Royal Naval Reserve, he was 
mobilised last year, and served with the rank of 
Lieut-Surgeon on HMS Berwick one of the ships 
which engaged the Italian fleet off Sardinia last 
week. In addition to the widow he leaves a three 
years old daughter.  
  Sympathetic reference to the death of Dr Wildman 
was made by the Chairman (Mr J H Stutter) at the 
opening of a monthly meeting of the Downham UDC 
on Tuesday, and the clerk was directed to write to 
Mrs Wildman expressing to her the Council’s 
sympathy in her bereavement.  
 

****** 
LEST WE FORGET  
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Passing on our Christian Heritage 
September promises to be a memorable month for 
your place of worship in this village, your Parish 
Church of SS Peter and Paul.   
  Back in 1998 the good folk worked very hard to start 
to  raise £17,000 needed to serve the new Millennium 
to provide facilities in the church of a kitchen and      
toilet with the disabled in mind also. The monies have 
been raised through the generosity of both the faithful 
and village folk. 
   All this year a team of talented people from the   
congregation, have worked tirelessly to have every-
thing in place for our Dedication Festival and Flower 
Festival commemorating Norfolk’s hero Lord Horatio 
Nelson, which will take place over the weekend of the 
17th and 18th September.  
  At the special service on the Sunday at 6.00pm, the 
dedication of the new facilities will be given by the 
Lord Bishop of Ely, in the presence of the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Downham Market and King’s Lynn and 
the chairman of the County Council.  
  We cannot give enough thanks and praise to all who 
have made this project possible, including our         
architect Mr David Lemon.   
   We hope as many as possible from the village will 
join us and share in our joy at these new facilities.  
   Down the centuries and to the present, the faith 
community and the village have all made their 
contribution in preserving and improving this beautiful 
place of worship, where we can be with and worship 
God. The whole interior is a living witness to the 
talents of present and past villagers. All have wanted 
to give their best to God and to ensure that future 
generations can enjoy and bring richness to their lives, 
as this holy place did for them in their time, and does 
for us now.  
  To be sure that the Christian heritage can be passed 
on to future generations through ourselves today, the 
famous television personality Alan Titchmarsh has a 
special message to each villager in Watlington.  
  “In the small wood next to my home in Hampshire, 
there are some majestic oak trees, many over 200 
years old. They are quite beautiful and just looking at 
them makes me realise that we are simply custodians 
of such treasures. It is our responsibility to act as    
custodians here too, ensuring that we pass on a healthy 
vibrant Parish Church to future generations. Leaving a 
gift in your Will to your Parish Church is one way you 
can make a real lasting difference” . Alan Titchmarsh  
   We have much to be thankful for in this village,   
especially for the generations of Christians before us, 
faithfully sharing the good news of God’s forgiveness 
through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  Without them, 
there would not be a faith community and church   
today.  

   The very building we meet in is a testimony to their 
love and generosity, built and maintained by our 
predecessors’ investment and stewardship. They left 
us a precious gift, our inheritance was their legacy for 
the future.  
   We too, have been called to be faithful servants in 
proclaiming God’s message of salvation through 
Christ.  
   In responding to Christ’s call, each one of us shares 
the responsibility of maintaining the mission, through 
our careful stewardship of the resources God has so 
generously given to us to use in his service.  
   So what will we hand us to our children’s children? 
   In future years, will they too know of Christ’s love 
in this village? Will there still be a faith community 
of Christians, witnessing to God’s love and forgive-
ness through practical services and regular worship? 
With our help, prayers and practical support all things 
are possible.  
   It is important for all of us to make a Will,         
especially if we want to ensure that our wishes are 
fulfilled and that those we care for receive what we 
choose to leave them. It need not be expensive or 
complicated, but it is strongly recommended that the 
services of a solicitor are used. They can advise you 
about the different types of legacy to use, thereby 
ensuring your Will reflects your wishes.  
   All legacies, great or small to your Parish Church 
will provide an ongoing opportunity to develop    
parish mission, as well as creating a lasting             
memorial for those who gave them. Your legacy 
could make a difference.  
   To help you in this, I would be only too happy       
to answer any basic questions you may have in     
confidence.  
   May God go with you.   
              Father James  

Wormegay Parish Church 
(In the Cornfields)  

Harvest Flower Festival  
Saturday 8th October - Sunday 9th October 

10.00am to 5.00pm 
Harvest Evensong  

3.00pm Sunday 9th October 
Set in the beautiful Nar Valley 

Church Diary Dates  
Saturday 1st October - 7pm in the Village Hall  

Traditional Harvest Supper - Tickets £4. -Tel: 810305 
Sunday 2nd October - Harvest Thanksgiving  

All Age Worship (with Communion)  
11am Watlington Parish Church  

Sunday 23rd October  - 3pm Watlington Church  
A Special Service Commemorating  

Lord Horatio Nelson  
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 WANTED 
HAND BELL RINGERS  
No Experience Necessary!  

 
Even a knowledge of music is not essential.    
Watlington has a very good set of hand bells which 
have been out on long term loan for several years. 
They are now back and it would be a shame for 
them to lie gathering dust.   
If interested please contact Rosemary Harris on  
01553 810711  
or E-mail  rosemary.harris3@btinternet.com 

Watlington Parish Church  
Presents  

A Village Flower Festival  
Commemorating Norfolk’s Hero  

Lord Horatio Nelson  
Saturday 17th September - Sunday 18th September  

10.00am to 5.00pm each day  
Sunday at 6.00pm - Dedication of the new Church  

Facilities by the Lord Bishop of Ely  

The Battle of Trafalgar  
The 200th Anniversary of this famous battle will fall 
on 21st October 2005.  
  Due to their courage, skill and sacrifice Admiral 
Lord Nelson and his men in their 27 ships totally 
defeated the combined fleets of France and Spain 
which numbered 33 ships.  
  As a result our country was finally freed from the 
threat of invasion by Napoleon Bonaparte.  
  Nelson was a Norfolk man - born in Burnham 
Thorpe and I feel that we in Norfolk especially 
should celebrate his achievement.  
  Father James has kindly agreed that the Watlington 
Church bells be rung on 21st October 2005 and the 
national flag flown in celebration of this great event 
in our history.   
    George Newman  
    13 Lacey Close  

Watlington Gossip, 
   I would like to thank everyone who helped in 
anyway at the fundraising country music afternoon 
held in the Church on July 10th. We raised £435.00 
for Church funds. Special Thanks go to John's 
Butchers for donating the cakes and to Mr & Mrs 
Alec Kent for providing the tea and coffee. 
Yours Sincerely    

Jeanette Rodwell 
***** 

Love and a cough cannot be hid  
 

George Herbert 
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 TIMES 
  IN  
 TOBAGO 
 
Earlier this year we 
went to the lovely 
island of Tobago, 
which is situated close to Trinidad and the South 
American coast. It is only a small island and not over 
developed as a holiday resort, so it was very pleasant 
and very much laid back. The local people were very 
friendly and made everyone very welcome. 
   The hotel we stayed in was on the Atlantic side of 
the island, (the other side of the island faces the 
Caribbean Sea). At the hotel, the first morning about 
7am we heard what we thought was a bell ringing, 
but we discovered that it was an iron tube being 
struck to call in the birds for daily feed. Yes you do 
read it right! A man who calls himself Mr “B” was 
the cause of the ringing we heard, every morning at 
this time he put out several kinds of fruit and scraps 
from the kitchen for the birds, believe me the number 
of birds that came to feed was amazing and the 
colours of these birds was really something to 
behold. The other sight we never got tired of 
watching was the pelicans feeding in the sea, each 
day we would see up to ten or twelve pelicans diving 
into the sea fishing for their daily food it was great to 
watch. 
The gentleman I referred as Mr “B” is an expert on 
the bird and plant life of the island and conducted 
tours throughout the island. The first trip was to Little 
Tobago a small island off the North of Tobago, there 
we saw several sorts of sea birds including the Red 
Billed Tropic bird which is a white bird with a very  
long tail, Mr B took us down this very steep path and 
we were amazed to see these birds nesting alongside 
the path totally ignoring us even though they were 
nursing their young, a truly marvelous sight. 
The next trip with Mr B was into the rain forest, now 
that was really something this was a real rain forest it 
even rained whilst we were in the forest. One of 
Mr Bs loves are the Humming birds, he took with 
him a phial of honey, once we were in the right place 
he made a strange call and went down a steep path 
into some trees were he hung up the phial of honey, 
he told us the Humming bird would come to the 
honey and then we see the bird perch and clean its 
beak, sure enough the birds did just as he predicted it 
was wonderful to see these birds in their own habitat. 
Mr B told us he does that same trip every week and 
the birds seem to be waiting for him. We saw all 
kinds of birds in the forest and creepy crawlies too 
but it was an experience I would not have missed. 

Cont...�  

One Friday night we went to “Sunday School” this is 
the night where in this one village the locals come to 
listen to the Steel Bands, eat barbequed food, drink 
the rum and socialize. Sunday School was never like 
that when I was a kid. Tobago is a great place to go 
to - very relaxing and friendly, we will always 
remember it as a one of the best times we have had. 

Peter Ryder 
 

*****   

From the “Wartime Cookery Book”  
As another reminder of the anniversary of the end of 
WW2 here are some extracts from a cookery book of 
the time which, incidentally, cost 6d! 
 

BANANA PUDDING (no sugar)  
8oz Self-raising flour 
1/4 teaspoonful Salt 

3oz margarine  
1 tablespoonful Golden Syrup  

2 Mashed Bananas 
1 teaspoonful Grated Lemon Rind 

1 tablespoonful Lemon Juice 
1Egg 

 
Put the syrup and margarine into a saucepan and 
warm over a low heat. Sieve the flour and salt into a 
basin, add the lemon rind and mashed bananas. Stir in 
the lemon juice, beaten egg and warmed ingredients.  
Beat thoroughly and put the mixture into a greased 
basin. Cover with greased paper and steam for one 
and a half hours.  
 
Haven’t tried it yet but sounds delicious - wonder how 
it would turn out cooked in the microwave. 
If anyone tries it please let us know the verdict.  
 

HINTS ON WARTIME ECONOMY 
* Plan meals ahead and cook as much as possible 

once the cooker has been heated up. 
* Use a three-tier steamer so that complete meals 

can be cooked on one burner. 
* Make a haybox to save fuel. 
* Use surplus dripping in place of margarine for 

cakes made by the “running in” method.  
* Serve dripping toast and fried bread to save butter 

ration.  
* Joints of meat lose less weight during the cooking 

if they are stewed or boiled instead of fried or 
baked.  

* A well thawed boned joint is the most 
economical. 

* Select food for its nourishing value  
* Use good quality flour and avoid failures and 

waste of materials. 
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Watlington School of Dancing  
On Saturday, 23rd July Watlington School of 
Dancing held the annual prize-giving. The afternoon 
commenced with a demonstration of examination 
dances by some of the pupils and a specially arranged 
tribute to Mrs Edna Hayton, the school pianist, from 
the Senior Tap Class. Former pupil, Claire Yaxley, 
presented certificates and badges to pupils who had 
passed examinations during the year, awards to those 
who had obtained distinction and special awards for 
effort and progress.  
  Chip Carpenter, life member of the Watlington 
Players, presented the Watlington Players cup and 
Edna Hayton presented the school cup, which she had 
donated.  
  Refreshments were served and the school broke up 
for the summer holiday.    
  Autumn Term commences on Sat. 10th September. 
Prizewinners:-   
For excellent results in examinations:- 
Ballet        Tap  
Pre-Primary        Pre-Primary  
Daisy Barnes       Chloe Horn  
Melissa Tombleson      Philipa Beesley  
Jessica Field       Lauren Bartram  
Lucy Williams       Daisy Barnes  
Geraldine Goldstein      Kayleigh Hellard  
       Jessica Field  
Primary       Primary  
Amy Sharp      Emily Pike  
Shauna Thiart       Charlotte Berry  
Lauren Bartram      Charlotte Panks  
       Milly Murphy  
       Ellen Atkinson-Legge  
       Amy Sharp  
       Lauren Bartram  
Grade 2       Grade 1 
Georgina Goldstein      Bethany Pike  
       Amy Camp  
         Natasha Panks  
Modern   
Pre-Primary -  Melissa Tombleson, , Philipa Beesley  
Shauna Thiart,  Charlotte Panks, Amy Sharp 
 
Primary  - Amy Sharp  
 
Special Awards  
Junior Ballet      Dannielle Evans  
Senior Ballet     Kate Hopkin  
Junior Tap      Elizabeth Bates  
Senior Tap      Louise Waring  
Junior Modern/Jazz     Rebecca Link  
Senior Modern/Jazz     Susannah Mack  

Special Prizes 
for particular helpfulness  
during Dancetime 2005:   Ella Crome  
for service to the school:  Georgina Goldstein 
Watlington Players Cup for  
Artistry and Performance:    Eleanor Churchill  
Watlington School of  
Dancing Cup:   Ellen Matthews  
As a result of video and DVD sales of Dancetime 
2005 a further donation of £315.00 was sent to West 
Norfolk Mind. This makes the total donated from the 
production to be £1,960.00. Special thanks go to 
Terry Cook for his time spent filming, copying and 
editing the recordings. 
     Penny Cooke  

Giving : 
You give but little when you give of your possessions  
It is when you give of yourself that you truly give. 

Kahlil Gibran 
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RETIRED GREYHOUND TRUST  
Mildenhall & District Branch  
 
Many apologies if you haven’t been able to get 
through to Janine after the item in the last edition of 
The Gossip.  
We printed the wrong phone number which should 
be: 
01353 612370 or 07795 360612.    

Railway Plants 
By Mr R M Payne 
There are some wild plants which seem to have an 
affinity with railway lines. The best known is Oxford 
Ragwort, not such a tall plant as the Common 
Ragwort and with a very long flowering season. It is 
rarely seen in the countryside. A native plant on the 
volcanic cinders of Mount        Vesuvius and similar 
places in southern Europe, it was brought to the   
Oxford Botanic Garden in the 18th Century. As soon 
as railways began to be built it spread out of Oxford, 
finding the stony ballast of   railway tracks very 
similar to its native habitat. In the Second World War 
it became very abundant on the stony rubble of 
bombed sites in London and other cities, another 
habitat of the same kind.  
   A smaller plant similar to Oxford Ragwort is Sticky 
Groundsel. This is also mainly a railway plant in 
Norfolk, and indeed the only place where I have seen 
it locally is on the old railway bridge over the Relief 
Channel south of the New Cut Bridge. 
   The common weed Horsetail is at home on railway 
ballast almost everywhere and is abundant just on the 
Lynn side of Watlington Station. As you approach 
Lynn in the train you can see huge numbers of      
Russell Lupins on the disused tracks of the old sidings 
to the right-hand side of the line (no doubt escaped 
from nearby gardens), while just north of Cambridge 
Station the common Buddleia is very abundant.  
    Clearly the free drainage afforded by the ballast is 
the factor which makes this railway habitat congenial 
to all these plants.  
   In the old days of steam trains you could often see 
ferns growing on the vertical sides of platform walls, 
sites kept moist by steam from the engines. Some of 
these ferns still survive, particularly on north-facing 
walls. 
   The common St Johns Wort can often be seen on 
old sidings, as at Ely and   formerly at Lynn: this 
plant is known to be resistant to the herbicides applied 
to railway tracks.  
 

************ 

Millennium Field News Letter  
September 2005 
This is the third news letter about the Millennium 
field  A news letter will appear in all future issues of 
the Watlington Gossip to keep the people of the 
village informed about the future plans for the field. 
1. We have recently had a blitz on the green as you 

may have noticed, the amphitheatre has been cut 
thanks to the loan of a heavy duty strimmer from 
Kew Gardens the people who cut the field for us 
last year, and the efforts of Cyril Pike and Geoff 
we hope you like the new tidy look, we also 
cleaned up and weeded the hedge near the top 
gate. Thanks too to Mr Samways and his friend 
for cutting the edges of the field and around the 
Pétanque pitch. 

2. There were some complaints made to members of 
 the Trustees about the early cutting of the field.
 This  was carried out only two weeks before the 
 recommended date as an opportunity occurred to 
 have it cut and the grass removed at very low 
 cost, thus saving money. 
3. The future maintenance will be carried out in the     
 autumn with the trimming of the outer hedge and 
 the ha-ha and cleaning up around the pond, 
 around which the water plants have grown well 
 since they were put in earlier in the year, those of 
 you who walk across the green will have seen 
 the lilies flowering. 
4. We will be looking for help with the autumn 

maintenance and will post notices listing the dates 
for this action. That’s all for now, thanks to all 
who have helped so far. 

    Peter Ryder 
 

******  

Watlington Village Hall 200 Club  
May Winners  
   95 T Smith   £40 
   29 Ms Y Martin   £15 
 149 D Cook   £10 
   26 P Sabourn   £5 
   69 F Horsted   £5 
June Winners   
 181  Ms D Miller   £40 
   55  J Elflett   £15 
 173 J Harkness   £10 
   96 Mrs N Thacker   £5 
   21 R Carnan   £5 
July Winners   
 169 Mrs J Ebbens   £40 
 114 B Alexander   £15 
   83 Mrs P Hipkin   £10 
   20 K Littler   £5 
 147 G Venni   £5 
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Parish Council Report  
From Colin Vince, Clerk to the Parish Council 
  The new play equipment for the 2 -5 age group has 
now been installed on the Recreation Ground. A brief 
opening ceremony was held on 10 July, with a 
dedication by Father James Nolan. The equipment 
was funded by the Parish Council, WREN 
Environmental, Norfolk Playing Fields Association 
and the Borough Council. The play area is fully 
fenced to provide a safe play area for the children and 
their adult supporters. 
  The Council is continuing its efforts to seek an 
expansion of the railway station car park, and to this 
end will be carrying out a survey of car park usage in 
September, this survey to include overspill parking in 
adjacent roads. The new franchisee for the rail service 
is expected to be announced in September, with the 
franchise commencing in April 2006. It is hoped that 
more pressure can be exerted at this point to push for 
the necessary expansion of the car park. 
  PC Bodley, The Village Liaison officer, regularly 
attends at Parish Council meetings for an exchange of 
information and views, and he provides an update on 
local crime statistics. Both he and Andy Chaplin, 
Borough Council Community Safety Officer, are 
involved in ways to seek a reduction in anti-social 
behaviour in the village. PC Bodley has advised that 
any incident of criminal damage should be reported to 
the Police, as an emergency if appropriate, or by 
using the new non-emergency number 0845 456 
4567. This will help to avoid any under-reporting of 
crime in the area. 
  The Council has agreed to set aside £600 for the cost 
of a new set of goalposts for the Recreation Ground, 
following on the agreement to let the Football Club  
move the old goalposts to the Glebe Field. The outer 
areas of the Glebe Field have now been cut and the 
fencing and new gate, which gives better accessibility 
to the footpath from Downham Road, has been 
installed. The adjacent kissing gate has been retained 
at the site and will be repainted. Also, the County 
Council has agreed to widen the footway alongside 
the new fencing.  
  The Council is pressing the County Council to carry 
out repair works along the Church Road footway 
between the shop and the Recreation Ground, given 
that this is probably the most used footway in the 
village. An approach has also been made to the 
County Council regarding speeding on the main 
routes through the village. One improvement is the 
introduction of a 7.5 ton Weight Restriction Order on 
most vehicles on routes leading to the A17, which 
hopefully will help reduce through traffic in the 
village. 
The Council has agreed that the remaining conifers on 
the boundary to the Recreation Ground should be 

reduced to the new lower height. This work has been 
approved on the grounds of better visibility on the 
site and to improve security. 
  The Council has now received the first stage of 
information from the Borough Council regarding the 
Local Development Framework, which is the policy 
that will set out the guidelines to be followed by the 
Borough Council in future planning developments. 
The Parish Council will be supporting Option 1 of 
the proposals which is that major developments 
should be mostly in King's Lynn, with only very 
modest developments in local villages, this policy 
adoption being in line with the Parish Council’s 
vigorous opposition to the large development behind 
the school. 
  The Council has agreed to set aside £400 plus 
annual inflation in future budgets to help maintain the 
local church yard and has agreed a donation of 
£1,000 to be paid from next year’s budget towards 
the relocation of the Pre-School. 
  Two smaller items to note. A new litter bin has been 
installed at the Church Road end of the path to the 
village hall and a new dog waste bin in Britton Close. 
  The next 3 meeting dates of the Parish Council are 
6 September, 18 October and 6 December. 

Planning Report 
A first meeting has been held of the Watlington & 
Tottenhill Quarry Liaison Group, at which 
Cllr Rockcliffe was appointed Chairman. If you have 
been affected in any way by the expansion of the 
quarrying works, please do not hesitate to contact 
Cllr  Rockcliffe or the Parish Clerk. 
The following planning decisions have been received 
from the Borough Council: 
100 Downham Road Extension: Approved 
12 Bure Close  Extension: Approved 
25 Stone Close  Extension: Approved 
64 John Davis Way Extension: Approved 

Housing Development News !! 
Work began in the week of 22 August on the 182 
house development on the site between the Meadows 
Estate and the school. Phase 1 will be accessed via 
John Davis Way and comprises 33 dwellings. Phase 2 
(no start date available) will comprise 30 dwellings 
and be accessed via Stone Close. 
Construction traffic access to the site is restricted to 
between 9.00am and 3.00pm and 4.00pm and 6.00pm 
Mondays to Fridays and between 9.00am and 6.00pm 
on Saturdays. 
A complete list of conditions relating to the new 
development will be posted on the village website at 
www.watlingtoninfo.com. 

Colin Vince - Clerk to Parish Council  
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Information Leaflets are available in the Information Centre 

NEW RECRUITS NEEDED! 
Why not consider volunteering at the Centre in this 
Year of the Volunteer? If you can spare a few 
hours or more a month you will be most warmly          
welcomed. Simply drop into the Centre which is 
open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 
10am to noon or contact us by telephone or e-mail. 
One-to-one familiarisation training on how to use 
our facilities is yours for the taking and we promise 
you won’t have to staff the Centre on your own. 

Watlington Information Centre  
From Colin Vince 
The third Annual General meeting of the Information 
Centre was held at the end of April. The Centre has 
now been open for just over three years and continues 
to provide the community with the full range of office 
and information services on three mornings each 
week. The number of callers, by telephone, e-mail and 
personal visit, remains steady with visitors also      
accessing the web-site for information. Demand for 
photocopying and laminating services remains good. 
  A success of the last year has been the production of 
the Village Guide. The guide, which contains a map 
and comprehensive information about the village, has 
been well received with several copies being sold  and 
complimentary ones being distributed to new         
residents. The guide will be reviewed and updated 
annually. 
   Financially, the Centre continues to operate 
economically, as far as its running costs are 
concerned, Treasurer Brian Toates reporting a healthy 
set of year end figures. The Centre is grateful for the 
ongoing support of the Parish Council and the Village 
Hall.   
   At the AGM, Colin Vince was elected Chairman for 
the coming year, with Brian Toates continuing as 
Treasurer, Barbara Church as Secretary and Simon 
Paget as committee member, with John Harris joining 
the committee. 
   A vote of thanks was expressed for the outgoing 
Chairman, Mike Cooke, who has successfully guided 
the Centre through its first 3 years of operation. 
Mike’s contribution to the effective running of the 
Centre will be greatly missed. 
   A get together for volunteers was held on 3 August 
at which an exchange of ideas and an update on         
future developments took place. 
   New to the village? Why not pay a visit to the     
Centre to pick up a free copy of the Village Guide to 
find out about what the village has to offer and see the 
office facilities for yourself. 
Contact Information for Centre is  
  Tel:  01553 810777 (Messages can be left)  
  E-mail:  wicoffice@watlingtoninfo.com 
  Web-site: www.watlingtoninfo.com 

Watlington Village Hall  
Tuesday 25th October at 2.30 pm 
Three Billy Goats Gruff  

and  
Other Furry Tales 
Theatre of Widdershins 

(Supported by Creative Arts East) 
All will be revealed when our storyteller unfolds this 
beautiful show using puppets and props. Full of fun 
and laughter and has an exciting gypsy soundtrack 
that you won’t be able to stop singing long after the 
show has finished. 
Tickets in advance: Adults £4, Children & Concs £3 
from (01553) 810732, 810605 or 811955.  
On the door Adults £5, Children & Concs £4. 

Watlington Womens Institute 
Indoor 

CAR BOOT SALE  
Saturday  22nd October   

Large Village Hall  
Doors Open - 2.30pm  

(1.30pm for setting up pitch ) 
£ 5.00 per standard pitch  

No traders or food vans - Thank You 
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Thursday 3rd November at 7.30 pm 
Watlington Village Hall 

Annual General Meeting 
Small Hall 

Your chance to hear about how the hall is run and 
maintained and participate in its future.  

ALL WELCOME. 

Saturday 3rd December 
Christmas Fundraising Day 

10 am in Small Hall. 
Coffee Morning with Stalls and Games. 

(All Groups invited to take part) 
****** 

7.30 pm in Large Hall 
Social Evening with Horse Racing 

(Watch out for further publicity) 

             Watlington Pre-School  
            Car Rally  

Watlington Pre-School held their Summer  
Fund-Raiser on Sunday 10th July.   We agreed to do 
something on a smaller scale than the Summer 
Extravaganza this year and decided upon a Car Rally.  
   Helped along by the lovely sunshine, the day went 
very well with everyone leaving on time, and luckily 
everyone returning in good time as well. Most cars 
had at least 2 children and 1 car even had 4, but they 
seemed to enjoy the rally equally. They were asked to 
collect things enroute and we had some very 
imaginative objects handed in.  
   The Bowls Club, very kindly let us use the club 
house and gardens to hold our BBQ and offer 
refreshment to our thirsty rallyers, while we calculated 
a winner. The BBQ once again was provided by 
Watlington’s own Hot Dog Society who did a 
splendid job in soaring temperatures.  
   The proud owners of the Watlington Car Rally 2005 
trophy went to Joanne and Chris Hartley and their 2 
children Isabel and Evie, who started in 13th place and 
got back in 3rd place with all their items and most of 
their clues correct.  
   We also had a cash prize raffle, and were very 
fortunate to have had the money for the raffle 
generously donated by Nick Langford who together 
with his father Peter Langford are Partners in a local 
company called Agecare Eastern, who not only take 
the time to support their own village and schools but 
who also regularly donate books to surrounding 
village schools.   It’s nice to find a company doing 
their bit to look after their community from Pre-
School age to old age, and we would like to extend our 
thanks to Nick and Peter for this kind gesture.  It is 
very rewarding to have a local company’s support for 
a local community project.  
   We made a healthy profit of £457.00 on the day 
which of course will go towards the relocation of 
Watlington Pre-School.  
   The Car Rally and the day was a great success and 
we would like to give a special thanks to Agecare 
Eastern, the Bowls Club, Kew Grasscare who supplied  
the BBQ, The Hot Dog Society, Paula Green, 
Charlotte Berry and everyone who came and 
supported us on the day.  We hope everyone enjoyed it 
enough to come back and do another one next year.  
Many thanks.  

Angela , Sarah and Julia 

Watlington Wednesday Club  

Meet in the Village Hall between 2pm and 4pm  
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month. 

See Diary Dates for future speakers and events. An official leaflet issued during the war urged 
farmers to “plant every acre, no matter how small.” 

Watlington Sports & Social Club  
It is a pleasure to report happy news to the Gossip at a 
time when there is so much sadness  in the village. 
The pool team rounded off the season by not only 
winning the league but also winning the KO Cup, 
Inter League Cup, singles, doubles and the Captains 
Cups as well. 
The bowls section also had success by winning Div.4 
of the Albert Victor League and at the time of writing 
we are in runners up spot both in the Oak Brewery & 
the Bridges 3 Wood Leagues. After 22 years John 
Wright is retiring as fixtures secretary so the club 
needs to find a replacement for him by the October 
bowls meeting. The club would like to express our 
sincere thanks to John (and Wendy) for all their work 
on the club’s behalf. 
The Crib teams have had a mixed season but we did 
manage some silverware with Jamie Munson & Nigel 
Burton winning the Doubles Cup and John Eflet 
coming runner up in the Captains Cup. 
The ladies darts team enjoyed their season and expect 
better things this time. 
The football pitch on the glebe land will be ready for 
the start of the season so we are hoping for more 
success this season, there will be a 1st Team and 
reserves playing on Saturdays and a Sunday morning 
team. 
    There appears to be a misinterpretation of our 
intentions regarding our recent application for our 
club licence and we have followed the local 
authority’s and the local police guidelines who are the 
responsible bodies. We have no intentions of holding 
late night rock concerts on our bowls green; hope this 
puts your minds at rest. 

Ian McDonald  
******  
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Watlington Village Hall  
By the time this report appears, hopefully, most of the 
annual repairs and maintenance necessary at the hall 
will have been carried out. The quieter period for 
hirings is chosen so that this can be more easily done. 
As stated before, as well as repairs due to normal 
wear and tear, unfortunately, much work has been 
necessary because of vandalism and antisocial 
behavior and we would appeal to the community to 
report any information to the police, which may help 
to stop this damage. It is estimated that this probably 
costs the Village Hall £1,000 per year. 
  Readers may have noticed in the media and the press 
reference to new licensing laws and their effect on 
businesses. The village hall is affected by this and has 
had to apply for the new form of licence to cover 
events involving public entertainment. In addition, 
because of the number of hirings which include the 
sale or supply of alcohol, it will no longer be possible 
to obtain occasional permissions for this and therefore 
a Premises Licence has had to be applied for. This 
requires a person to be appointed as the Designated 
Premises Supervisor. An arrangement has been made 
with Watlington Sports and Social Club and one of 
their members has agreed to be nominated for the 
purpose of the village hall licence. This means that 
from November 2005, when the new licensing 
arrangements come into force, in all hirings where 
there is a sale/supply of alcohol all arrangements must 
be made with the Designated Premises Supervisor at 
Watlington Sports and Social Club. 
  We are awaiting the processing of our application 
and would point out that, apart from this change 
relating to alcohol, the activities at the village hall 
will be basically the same under the new licence as 
they were under the old.   
  Since the last edition the Management Committee 
has planned a variety of events and full details of 
these appear below in Diary Dates. These are 
arranged to provide entertainment for the community 
as well as, hopefully, raise funds for the hall. 
  There is one particular date which we would like to 
draw your attention to and that is the Village Hall 
Annual General Meeting, to be held on Thursday 
3rd November at 7.30 pm in the Small Hall. 
  As usual, we would like to request your attendance 
and support at this meeting, as Watlington Village 
Hall is provided and maintained for the benefit and 
use of all the community and therefore should be run 
by the community. We are pleased to report that the 
halls are in regular and constant use by a variety of 
users and therefore, if the facilities are to continue, we 
need those users to help to run them. 
  The present Management Committee is 
hardworking, but relatively small in numbers, 
particularly as far as the officers are concerned. Since 

the last AGM, we have had no Vice Chairman, the 
Secretary has performed both the roles of 
Correspondence and Minute Secretary, the Chairman 
is also the Booking Secretary and Licensee and the 
Treasurer has acted also as Cleaning Coordinator. 
These persons have also been officers of this 
Committee for a number of years and am sure would 
like to relinquish some, if not all, of these duties in 
the near future.  
  If the Village Hall is to continue to provide facilities 
for this growing community, we need the community, 
and particularly the hall users, to come forward to 
help with this. This is still The Year of the Volunteer, 
so why not volunteer and be part of the team to 
maintain this valuable and much needed asset? You 
will be most welcome and might even enjoy it! 
For further information about becoming a member of 
the Management Committee contact:  
Mike Cooke (Chairman) on 01553 810732 or  
Barbara Church (Secretary) on 01553 810584. 

Saturday 17th September at 7.45 pm 
Musical Comedy Double Bill 
(Supported by Creative Arts East) 

Anything for a Tenor 
And 

Madam Galina 
Ballet Star Galactica 

The irrepressible Iestyn Edwards combines his razor-
sharp wit with the legendary songs of Cole Porter, 
Noel Coward and Richard Rogers and as Madam 
Galina who has come to teach us Brits the art of 
Classical Ballet! 

Not suitable for children under 12 years. 
Tickets in advance: Adults £6, Children & Concs £5 
from 01553 810584, 01553 810732 or 01553 810381. 
On the door Adults £7, Children & Concs £6. 

Village Hall Diary Dates  

Saturday 15th October at 7.30 pm 
Quiz Night 

Teams of four to eight persons 
Tickets £3 including refreshments 

(bring your own drink) 
Any clubs, groups or individuals interested contact 

Barbara Church on 01553 810584 to book. 

Saturday 19th November at 7.30 pm 
Jazz Party 

with 
Nene Valley Jazzmen 

Party Night with Trad Jazz for Listening or Dancing 
with Refreshments and Bar. 

Tickets in advance: £6                        On the door £7. 
from 01553 810732 or 01553 810584.      
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Saturday Night Entertainment  
at the  

Sports and Social Club  
Watlington  

 
 10th September …..Related (local duo) 
 24th September …. Robert London  
 8th October ……… Craig Powell  
 19th November ….. Deon Damon 
 10th December ….. Carla Gray  
 31st December …... Robert London  

Watlington Badminton Club  
Badminton has become one of our more successful 
Olympic sports, so start now for 2012!! Millions play 
every week and the best way to make sure of getting 
a game regularly is to join your local club. 
   Our new season starts on Wednesday 7 September 
in Watlington Village Hall. Club Night is every 
Wednesday in the year except August and the odd 
date clash, starting at 6.30pm and going on to as late 
as we want. Don’t let the fact that only four can play 
(doubles) on the one court at a time put you off, you 
will get plenty of games particularly if you come in 
good time or stay a bit later. Also, if you want to play 
more than once a week we can book other slots in the 
Village Hall, particularly at weekends, and we can 
always use other sports halls in the area for practice. 
We are fortunate too to have a resident coach in the 
club.  
   Contact John Church on 810584 for more info. 
 

****** 

Watlington Football Club 
 

By the time you read this article the new season will 
be underway.  
   On Saturdays, Watlington first team have made a 
giant leap from Division 4 to Division 1. Although 
this is a very big step, with the help of the new 
signings should hold their own.   
  Watlington Reserves start their first season in 
Division 4 and with a good mixture of youth and 
experience, I’m confident that they will do well. 
   For the first time since the early nineties two 
McDonald brothers, Leigh and Nathan will be 
playing in the same team after the Stroller’s high 
profile transfer from Heacham F.C. 
   Watlington Gap Sunday begin their defence of the 
County Cup and after last seasons heroics have a lot 
to live up to. To retain the Norfolk cup would be a 
fantastic achievement and with an even stronger 
squad than last season, who knows. 
    We are still on the lookout for more Wallington 
based players, youngsters and veterans alike are all 
welcome. Our youngest and oldest signed players are 
16 and 42. 
   I must admit to being a little disappointed by the 
reaction from the village at the prospect of 
Watlington finally having football teams for all ages. 
Apart from the much appreciated funding and support 
from Watlington Sports & Social Club and the help 
from the Parish Council there has been almost no 
reaction. All sponsorship and most of the new 
signings have come from outside the village. 
   What we are really looking for is a village football 
club for everyone to enjoy and get behind. I’m sure 
there are many Watlington residents new and old 
who love football, so come on, support Watlington  
F.C.  
   Did many of you manage to spot our very own 
celebrity fan during the Sky Sports live match 
between Chelsea and Arsenal, well done Ali. 

Triston Finnis 
Chairman Watlington F.C. 

The Gossip Delivery Team  
We have a wonderful team of people all over the 
village who help to deliver your magazine to your 
door - free of charge. However, we are now looking 
for more volunteers to join the team especially to  
deliver round the “East End” of the village,  Plough 
Lane, Mill Lane, Church Lane etc.  Could you give 
an hour to help us out once every 3 months? 
   If you can, let us know by leaving a note in one of 
the “Gossip” boxes or contacting any member of the 
Editorial Team.  (Details on inside front page)  

BJL  

W.E.A. LECTURES  
 

British Prime Ministers  
Asquith to Blair  

by  
Dr Peter Nevelle  

 
From Thursday 

20th October 2005 for 8 weeks 7-9pm 
Watlington School  

 
Fee: £32.00 

 
Contact Dr Lacey on KL810253 

 
(Bring your own refreshments) 
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Watlington Village Hall 
Thurs. 6th October  - 7.30pm 

Tickets £ 3.00   
available from: 

Mrs Jean Papworth  
01553 811345 

In Aid of  
Watlington WI 

Watlington Short Mat Bowls  
We are now coming to the end of our Summer   
Season, during which we have played two friendly 
matches - both versus Wimbotsham Short Mat Bowls 
Club. On 10 July we played at Wimbotsham and lost 
39-35, however, on 31 July we played the return 
game at Watlington and won 65-48.  
   Once again, this year we look forward to 
participating in the Paget League, which commences 
in October plus we have five ‘in-house’ competitions.  
    We meet on Monday evenings 7-00pm - 9.30pm 
and Friday afternoons 1.30pm - 4.30pm.  
    We currently have three vacancies in our Club 
Membership, and if you should be interested in    
joining us you would be most welcome.  
   For further details please telephone 01553 811376. 

J D Stephens, Honorary Secetary 
 

****** 

Watlington WI  
The monthly meeting in June was the occasion to 
celebrate the founding of the Institute in Watlington 
in June 1967. The President welcomed WI Adviser 
Yvonne Sizeland and forty guests from neighbouring 
Institutes.  
  The guest speaker Gwen Spriggs entertained by 
reading poems she had written over the years, some 
sad and some humorous. A delicious buffet was 
served including a dish of locally grown strawberries.  
   In July our guest speaker was Maggie Orage a QEH 
sister who took four months unpaid leave to travel to 
Malawi to work in a primitive hospital tending sick 
children. She is a specialist in Paediatrics and was 
invaluable in helping in a ward with one other nurse 
and 120 sick children. Maggie is now going back to 
help  whenever she can. 
  Our members have been knitting bonnets and 
blankets for Norfolk’s Special Care Baby Units and 
drainage bags for the Breast Cancer Units.   
   In addition, members answered an appear to knit 
woolly hats for the children in the Hindu Kush where 
the temperature drops in winter to below 30 degrees.  
  In August Mrs Janet Rose from the Grimston and  
District W.I. brought her slides to illustrate a very  
interesting talk of her travels in China about six years 
ago. 

Watlington Carpet Bowls   
Our Summer league is now coming to an end, we are 
not doing too badly, but we still have another two 
games to play.  
   On Thursday 21st July we held the Ken Fox 
Memorial Trophy Competition, this was won by 
Neville Wagg and Brian Toates. After the 
competition we had our usual party which went very 
well and was enjoyed by all as always.  
   The Fen Regis Winter League and the competitions 
at Lynn Sport will be starting on the 1st September 
2005. Good Luck to everyone for the coming season.  
   We still have a few vacant places, we meet 
Thursday Mornings and Tuesday Evenings.   
   If you are interested please come along or telephone 
01553 811439.  

J D Stephens, Honorary Secetary 
 

****** 

Watlington History Group  
Coming up to the end of our first year and progress is 
being made.  We held our bi-monthly meeting in the 
Committee Room at the end of July and thanks to the 
efforts of David and John Woolley the current 
collection of photos etc have been sorted , stored on 
disc and returned to the Information Office.    
   More information and links will be put on the 
Watlington Information web-site in the near future.  
   If you are interested in preserving the history of the 
village why not come along and join us.   
   For more information contact Rosemary Harris on 
KL 810711 or Brenda Leedell on KL 810848 
 
Please note the change to previously notified meeting 
dates - now 19th  September and 28th November. 
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 September  
 
6th  Parish Council Meeting  
13th  WI: Mrs Meg Brown - American Patchwork Quilts  
14th  Wednesday Club: Mini Exhibition 
17th  Musical Comedy Double Bill  
17th / (Flower Festival - Watlington Parish Church 
18th  (10am to 5pm each day- Lord Horatio Nelson 
18th  6pm - Dedication of New Church Facilities - (church) 
19th  Watlington History Group  
28th  Wednesday Club: Cornish Bingo with Brian   
28th  Fen Rivers Way Bridleway Group -  
 7.30pm  The Cock, Magdalen  
 
 October  
 
1st  Traditional Harvest Supper - 7pm Village Hall  
2nd  Harvest Thanksgiving Service - Watlington Church  
6th  Fashion Show  
8th  McMillan Coffee Morning - 10am to 12am  (small hall)  
11th  WI:  Miss Doreen Reed - No Socks to Wash  
12th  Wednesday Club:  AGM  
15th  Quiz Night  
18th  Parish Council Meeting  
21st  Battle of Trafalgar 200th Anniversary - church bells etc 
22nd  Car Boot Sale 2.30pm - Village Hall  
23rd  Lord Nelson Commemoration Service in the  Church  
25th  Three Billy Goats Gruff & Other Furry Tales  
26th  Wednesday Club: Victor Saunders  
 The Very Best Days of Your Life  

 November 
 
3rd  Watlington Village Hall AGM  
8th  WI:  AGM  
9th  Wednesday Club: Outing to Norwich  
19th  Jazz Party - Nene Valley Jazzmen 
23rd  Wednesday Club: Mr Grimes- Savages Fairgrounds  
28th  Watlington History Group  
 
 December 
 
3rd  Christmas Fundraising Day  
6th  Parish Council Meeting  
7th  Wednesday Club:  Christmas Party  
13th  WI - Christmas Festivities  

 DIARY DATES!    (Venue is Watlington Village Hall unless stated otherwise) 
 Further information may be found on all these items in related articles within the magazine 

REMINDER! 
 

The closing date for receipt of copy 
for the next ‘Gossip’ is 

Monday  14th NOVEMBER 2005 
 

Delivery date  
Monday 5th DECEMBER 2005����
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Parish Councillors in alphabetic order: 
Mr R Amor .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 

811282   
Mr P Dagnall .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 

810201  
Mr N Garton  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 

812084   
Mrs J Golding . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 

811362   
Dr H Lacey (chairman) .. .. .. .. .. ..  01553 

810276   
Mrs B Leedell . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 

810848   
Mrs S. Miller .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 

810212    
Mr C Pike . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  01553 

813777   
Mr R Rockcliffe . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

 01553 810331   
Mr B Toates   .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 

810231   
Mr C Vince (Clerk) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 

812082  
    

E-mail address of the Parish Council:  
watlingtonparish@onetel.com 

Other useful numbers: 
Watlington Medical Centre  .. .. .. .. 01553 810253 

Emergency (out of hours) .. .. .. .. ..  01553 
810253 

Prescriptions (fax only)  .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 
811629 

Health Visitor  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01366 
383241 

District Nurse  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 
811631 

Patients’ Group  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 
810844 

Queen Elizabeth Hospital .. .. .. .. ..  01553 
613613  

Addenbrooke’s (Cambridge)  .. .. .. 01223 
245151  

Papworth Hospital . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  01480 830541  
Norfolk Health Authority  . .. .. .. ..  01603 300600  
Watlington Community School  . ..  01553 810468  

Social Services . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 
669300  

Benefits Agency .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 
695800 

Borough Council . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 01553 
692722 

Useful telephone numbers: 
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