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Please Note 
The closing date for  receipt of ar ticles to be included in the next issue of the Gossip is: 

Monday February 16th 2004 If you have an item for inclusion which is ready before the deadline, please let us have it (see previous 
column for methods of doing this). 

THANK YOU 
 

EDITORIAL 

When your turn comes around once again to write the editorial most of us here on the team cringe and think 
©not me again, what on earth can I say© even though it©s only once every eighteen months. Well - this time I have 
plenty to say. Firstly, the church windows; well , not so much the windows themselves but our vill age©s efforts 
to raise funds to repair them. When I discovered that a group of youngsters wanted to put on a disco to raise 
funds I was totally disgusted that they were forced to go to the next vill age for a venue. They applied to our 
vill age hall to hold the disco there and when they asked for it free of charge or at least perhaps with some sort 
of discount as it was for such a worthy community cause they were told that it would ©set a precedent©. I do 
appreciate that there are many, many worthy causes but charity begins at home and what the management 
committee seem to forget is that it is a vill age hall which is built on church land and also replaced what was 
once the Church hall . Remarks by some users that no one kicks up a fuss when the vill age hall windows are 
broken and that the church ©was only a building© leave me breathless. 
My next bone of contention is the lack of response from the school when asked for items for the Gossip. I have 
always thought that the school if not the heart of a community at least it is one of its vital organs very 
necessary for that communities survival. Some time back we offered the school a page or section of the Gossip 
for them to fill with items from the children - most children like to see their name in print. We have had no 
contribution from the school for sometime. I realize with all the pressures our teachers are under it may seem a 
bit trivial to worry about items for a vill age rag but surely this sort of thing will help to build pride in their 
community which will t hen lead on to better things when those youngsters are older. Which leads me nicely on 
to my next grumble - The Youth of Our Vill age or ©yobbery© as I once heard them referred to. All you parents 
of youngsters out there - do you know what your littl e darling is up to? I have three sons all of whom are now 
(hopefully) grown up. I realize now I didn©t always know what they were up to even though I thought I did! 
The interference by youngsters with other people©s property in this vill age is becoming intolerable. Although 
the police are often called there is very littl e they can do but the distress and anxiety some of their behaviour 
causes must be addressed. I am not an advocate of the ©blame the parents© brigade as I feel it i s within each of us 
to be what we are, including youngsters. But it is down to families to see that their younger members are 
occupied and not left to wander aimlessly around looking for mischief. I have seen four youth clubs come and 
go in this vill age which have failed because of the lack of older members help to run them. These clubs will 
only take care of one night a week (if you are lucky). I have heard it said time and again from the youngsters in 
this vill age that they need somewhere of their own to meet, just to have coffee and play music and chat and fli rt 
and hang out. The skate board area seems to be the place in the summer but the noise and litter must be seen 
and heard to be believed. A young lady I know who drove the community youth bus around the local vill ages 
said that Watlington was one of the worst vill ages for bad behaviour with youngsters frequently having to be 
thrown off of the bus. I don©t know what the answer to this problem is perhaps one of you have a solution. The 
fact that the council now employ some one with the title of ©Anti Social Behaviour Off icer ©seems somewhat 
surreal. These youngsters do need to do things for themselves but they need the help of older members of the 
community to start with at least. 

And finally ......... 
We are about to enter our 6"© year of publication and feel that perhaps as a team are getting a littl e stale. 
Although we all wish to continue we wondered if any members of the parish ( one or two at a time) would like 
to sit in on the meetings we have prior to going to press to add their input .If so, contact one of us and we will 
let you know when the next meeting is. 
Well - having got that littl e lot off of my chest and maybe given some of you something to think about I would 
li ke to take this opportunity to thank our advertisers once again for their continued support and to wish you all 
a peaceful Christmas with Santa bringing you your heart©s desire and a very prosperous New Year with perhaps 
a lottery win in there somewhere from the new machine in the vill age shop! 

Merry Christmas!!    

Jean Golding A member of the editorial team 
 



WATLINGTON  PLAYERS PRESENT 

GOLDILOCKS & THE THREE BEARS 

7th 8tli  9th &10th 
January 2004 

Matinee 10th 

BOX OFFICE 01553 810452 

WATL INGTON PLAYERS 
Our Autumn Play ©Run for your Wife© was very weli received, very funny and enjoyed by the audience and the 
actors themselves. As the performances of the show ran, audiences increased until , on the Friday night people 
were queuing out of the hall door to buy tickets and extra seats had to be put out. To avoid disappointment and 
to get better seats look out for the posters with the phone number of our box office - Bill Cameron on 810452. 
The Panto this year, as you wil l see above is ©Goldilocks and the three Bears© not a usual Panto story but a well 
known one. The bears finish up in a circus with Goldilocks their best friend. So very much a friendly Panto. Do 
bring your children along to see some live theatre. 

oooOOooo 

LETTE RS 
The following was the only letter we received/or this issue........ 

I have just been to collect my raff le prize from the medical centre; a second-hand picnic set, two badly scuffed 
plastic cups, one badly marked flask-type jug, and a marked tray. I was disgusted! Surely, a good cause like 
that should have been given new items, not something someone else had used. I would have been happy with a 
box of matches if it had not been used. It is the first prize I have ever won and I don©t want any more. From an 
unhappy O.A.P. 

[Name and address were supplied ....Ed] 

 
WATL INGTON SCHOOL OF DANCING 
From Penny Cooke 
As a result of the video 
sales of our production of 
Dancetime 2003 we have 
sent a further cheque to 
the value of £320 to East 
Anglian Air Ambulance. 
A special thank you to 
Terry Cook who helped us 
to raise such a good 
amount. This makes a total 
of £1.600 donated to the 
Air Ambulance as a result 
of this production. 
The school is back to normal after the long summer holiday. Some pupils are rehearsing for a Christmas 
concert with the Downham Market Swing Orchestra which is taking place at the Town Hal! in Downham 
Market on the 12th and 13th December. Senior pupils wil l »also be taking part in a concert at the King©s Lynn 
Corn Exchange next April . Rehearsals for that will t ake place next term, when we shall also be holding our 
next set of examinations. 
 

oooOOooo 

As a tribute, and a way of saying thank you to our advertisers for their continued support, we intend to print a 
brief descriptive biography of any business which, while advertising in the Watlington Gossip. passes a 
milestone, or anniversary. This time it gives us pleasure to print the following :-Knots Timber Knots Timber 
have recently moved to larger premises, at 38 High Street, Downham Market, which is next door to their 
previous shop. Chris and Tracey, the proprietors, now offer a more extensive range of timber. No amount is too 

 

 



small , and they wiil cut it to size if required. Nails, screws, hinges, nuts and bolts, locks and many other fittings 
are all available, together with hand tools (which is new line for Knots). 
 

The Watlington Gossip is pleased to announce that before our next issue Knots will have celebrated their 5th 
anniversary of trading in Downham Market. We send them our congratulations. Competitive prices and 
friendly service have always been features at Knots. 
 
 
 
WATL INGTON VILL AGE HALL  
As we approach the end of the year and as the Vil lage Hall has recently had its Annual General Meeting it 
would seem an appropriate time to reflect on the past year and to look forward to the next one. The 
Management Committee reported a successful year with regular use of all the faciliti es both by private hirers 
and regular clubs and organisations. Also a number of enjoyable events took place which were well supported 
and produced useful funds for the upkeep of the hall . Unfortunately, with such regular use, wear and tear takes 
its toll on the building and also the hall li ke other buildings in the vill age, has been the victim of vandalism and 
anti-social behaviour. There is of course a financial cost involved in carrying out repairs and maintenance and 
rectifying the effects of the vandalism, even though, where possible the work is carried out by volunteers, 
mainly from the committee. During the course of the year various tasks have been carried out and this is 
ongoing. Credit must go to the volunteers who have continued to run the hall most economically and carried 
out the necessary repairs and maintenance. 
Many visitors to the hall during the year from far and wide have been very complimentary about its facili ties 
and this should remind the vill age of this valuable asset and we hope that it will remain so and continue to be 
supported. 

Watlington Past and Present 
This recent exhibition held over two days was well received and supported by visitors from within the vill age 
and further afield. The St Germans Art Club exhibited over forty paintings by its members and some of these 
works of art were sold. 
The photographic competition attracted eighty entries from all age groups and these were all displayed. The 
entries were judged and the winners presented with prizes by Roy Willi amson, Lynn News photographer. 
The remainder of the exhibition consisted of memorabili a in the form of photographs, records, and documents, 
films and artefacts contributed by individuals and groups from the community. These attracted great interest 
from the visitors and in addition several senior members of the community were on hand to recount their own 
experiences and give information about the material. Several visitors themselves were abie to identify pieces of 
information and fill i n gaps from their own personal experiences and knowledge. The event triggered off many 
memories and has shown that there is much more information and records from the past tucked away in 
cupboards or lofts to enable another similar event to take place again sometime in the future. 
There were refreshments and a raff le to compliment this social occasion and £485 was raised for hall funds. 
 
Vil lage Hall Coming Events Saturday 6th December 10 am to 12 noon. 
Pre Christinas Fund Raising Morning. Several groups are having a stall at this event including WI, Wednesday Club, Quilti ng, Information Centre, 
Tradecraft stall and others - so come along, give your support and maybe find a littl e something for Christmas. 
Saturday 6th December 7 JO pm. Social Evening Quiz and Racing. Another popular fundraising event for the Vill age Hall , there will be some fun 
quizzes, films of horse racing and a light supper included in the ticket price of £2.50. Bring your own liquid refreshment and there will of course be 
a Christmas Raff le. Tickets available from 810231 or 810732 or 810584. Monday 16th February 2004 - 2 JO pm. Obelon Puppets present "The 
Three Singing Pigs ". Looking forward to the February 2004 half-term, in partnership with Creative Arts East, a professional puppet company is 
bringing a lively, colourful show for 3-9 year olds and their famili es. The Three Singing Pigs is made up of five short traditional stories told in new 
ways using an exciting mix of rod, glove and muppet style puppets, vivid costumes and masks, songs and raps. 
Tickets in advance for Adults, Children and Concessions £3, 
At the door for Adults, Children and Concessions £4. 
Ticket Bookings : 810732 or 810584 or 81023 1. Look out for publicity about other events in 2004. 

WATL INGTON VILL AGE HALL 200 CLUB Registered Char ity No. 298454 
August Winners 
4    Mrs G. Roads    £100 !32  MrsA.Goate    £15 6    Mr M. Summers £10 192  MrE.Hughes    £5 198  Mrs P. Carless    £5 

September Winners 58   Mrs L. Mahmoud £40 56   Mrs J. Bush      £15 38   MrsJ.Papworth £10 101   Mrs J. Gooding   
£5 86   Mr J. Cook      £5 

October Winners 
62   Mrs K. Johnson £40 192  MrE.Hughes   £15 86   Mr J. Cook      £10 176  Mr K. Fox       £5 117  B.Cole         £5 
oooOOooo 



 "Where litter lies beauty dies" 

THE RECTOR WRITES The one event that changed the wor ld 
It is said that the writings of Charles Dickens is what led the Victorians to renew their English love of 
Christmas. 
Banned during the puritan period and side-lined during the eighteenth century, the religious renewal of the 
nineteenth century provided fertile soil for Mr Dickens. 
The more materialistic twentieth century saw religious celebrations often eclipsed by a consumerist orgy of 
spending and yet, through the din we know that something unique occurred. People say that September 11th 
2001 "changed everything", but on a fundamental level li fe goes on just the same. The only event that really 
"changed everything" was the birth of a baby who came to save. 
The church which placed a poster outside its door stating "Only sinners welcome here" understood why Christ 
Jesus, whose very name means rescuer, came to change us ad to save us. 
The innocence of the Christmas crib scene, a gift to us of the thirteenth century Saint Francis of Assisi, still 
captivates the hardest and most cynical of hearts. Watching the young children who will once again be acting 
out the Nativity Play in our vill age schools, reminds us how important it is to preserve innocence and 
childhood. Yet, how do we begin our Christmas celebrations? 
At Midnight Mass (which will be at Watlington this Christmas), we commemorate the death of Jesus, not his 
birth, where we recall the inhumanity of His accusers, not their love. 
There is a children©s picture story where Santa Clause is reading to the baby Jesus the story of the baby©s birth. 
"How does it all end?" the baby asks. Perhaps because we know the answer to that question we can be very 
realistic about Christmas, not least because of the hatred that even today lacerates the littl e town of Bethlehem, 
Christmas is not about trying to escape reality. Even within days of his birth, the li fe of Jesus is threatened by 
Herod and his thugs as we shall remember on Sunday 28th December, Holy Innocents Day. 
By contrast, some strangers travelli ng from the East recognised who they encountered and brought gifts and 
adored him. 
There is the story of the Sculptor who, having made a sculpture of our Lord, was asked "What is the best way 
to view it?". The reply came "On your knees". It reminded me of a visit to a Russian Orthodox Liturgy. After 
about two hours of continuous standing a Priest friend of mine said "It is a pity they did not provide some 
seats"! An elderly lady turned her head and simply said "We would not think it right to sit before God". The 
wise men on their knees remind us of the awesome nature of the Christmas story. 
The choice today in 2003 is the same as it was then, 
whether to be with Herod or to be with the Magi. As 
someone recently put it "There is no neutral ground, 
no spiritual Switzerland". 
A very happy and blessed Christmas 
from Father James and Helen. 

CHRIST-MASS 2003 at WATLINGTON PARISH CHURCH 

December 24th Christmass Mass at 6 p.m. 
VILLAGE FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

5cs5s Christmass Day, at 12 midnight 

MIDNIGHT MASS OF CHRIST-MASS 

WITH MANY THANKS 
On behalf of the Church Wardens and the Parochial Church Council of Watlington Parish Church, a very 
grateful thank you to all who have been so kind and generous in sending donations towards the repair of the 
damaged windows of the church. A special thank you to the children of our vill age school and the head teacher, 
her staff and the PTA. Thank you also to the COWPS and the youth of the vill age for their kindness as well . 
We have been overwhelmed with goodness and concern and it has been appreciated by all . The work to repair 
the windows is now complete -ready for our Christmas celebrations. 
 



From the boys who broke the widows. 

"I am really sorry for the damage we caused to the 
church, throwing stones. I have been in a load of 
trouble with my family for being so stupid and have 
had to work very hard to make mum and dad like me 
again. 
"I hope you will see how sorry I am and I will t ry 
never to hurt anyone like this again". 

oOo  

"I am sorry for what I did to the church windows". 

COMM ENT 
From Mrs Jeanette Rodwell  
I would li ke to say that Ray, myself, Lucy and Helen are very pleased to be members of Watlington vil lage. It 
has so many good points, including the doctors, school, shop, train station, church, vill age hall and many 
smaller businesses that all make this a li vely place to li ve. 
It was with great sadness when we heard that the church windows had been smashed. We are not regulars on a 
Sunday, but father James knows my feelings and that I li ke Christmas Eve©s Nine Lessons and Carols Service. 
Sometimes I sport a hat, which makes him laugh. 
Our first thought was why? What did it achieve? Nothing! But there we were wrong. As the vill age grape vine 
started to work people began to think of ways to help Father James raise the £3,600 he needed to replace the 
windows. It was lovely to see the picture in the paper, of the children and their cake stall and I know that lots of 
people donated money straight into the pot. The community was coming together to put right a wrong. 
For those people who do not know me, my name is Jeanette and while the children were growing up I was very 
involved with the Mothers & Toddlers, Play School and the Vill age Hall Committee, holding various jobs, 
from chairlady to committee member. As the girls moved into swimming, I then became treasurer of the 
Downham and District Swimming Club. Also, I arranged Country Music Evenings for local charities. Then, I 
decided to have a break from it all . 
The reason I©m telli ng you this is so you will know that what I am going to say next is not a hair-brain idea, and 
that I know how to organise these events and the responsibiliti es that go with it. 
I wanted to do something to help and I thought of writing a cheque; then as we were talking about it Helen, our 
youngest (15) said that she would like to do something but did not know what. So we talked and I suggested a 
disco, as the youngsters li ke a party and it would be just before Christmas. Then I said that I had been asked if I 
was doing another Country Music evening; and so, there was our idea for raising far more money than we 
could ever donate ourselves. The next thing was the venue; obviously, the vill age hall . We decided to ask the 
Vill age Hall Committee for its use free of charge, as this was for the church and not for personal gain. Helen©s 
disco was first because I knew that I could not get "Country Company" to sing until next year. 
So, off went the letter. I took it in person and explained what we had in mind. I was told that the hall would 
cost £100 for the evening. I was shocked; but never mind, as I was hopeful that even if we could not use the 
hall free of charge, they would give us a good discount. So I provisionally booked it for the 29th November 
2003 and awaited their decision. When the letter arrived I was totally shocked and very disappointed. Here was 
a teenager who wanted to raise money for the church (that©s a miracle in itself in this day and age) and the 
adults that look after the vil lage hall for the community decided, sorry, no can do! Not even by offering a 
discount. 
The fact of the matter is that, if we paid £100 for the hall , then another £100 for the disco, Helen would never 
have made any money, as you cannot charge Kids £5 each for a disco. So, what to do. Shall we cancel it? No! 
we will have to find somewhere else. Magdalen Vill age Hall i s £4.50 an hour; someone comes and opens it up 
for you; they allow time for setting up and then at the end of the evening the same person comes and locks up 
for you, and all for the bargain price of £20, including £2 for the licence to play music. 
I know that not all the committee were against the idea and that there was a lot of talk about how they could get 
around the issue of ©setting a precedent©, but surely for once they could have realised that by allowing the disco 
to go ahead not only would the church have benefited but the youth would have seen that the Vill age Hall 
Committee was encouraging and supporting them to be part of the community. As it is, all they have done is 
shown the children a negative response and made them feel that they were not worthy enough to be taken 
seriously. The words ©single-minded© and ©one rotten apple spoils a box full© come to mind. 



Not all youngsters are bad, and I have no ill usions that maybe our two have not got up to mischief, but as one 
of Helen©s friends said to me "It©s one thing messing around on the skate park but it©s totally different to take out 
the church windows!" 
Now that I have got that lot off my chest, I do not wish to offend anyone with any of my comments but felt that 
I should make the vill agers aware of the efforts by some teenagers to help, and the sad example they have been 
shown by the Vill age Hall Committee. 
Helen©s disco will be held on 29th November in Magdalen Vill age Hall , and I will be holding a Country Music 
afternoon in the church on Sunday 18th April 2004. Unfortunately, Helen©s disco will have been and gone by 
the time you get this issue but if anyone would like tickets for the Country Music event, then please contact me 
on 01553 810746, or there will be posters about, nearer the time. 
Father James has the money for the windows and very nice they look. The money we raise will go towards the 
window guards which need to be put up, so this will not happen again. 

[Although the Walli ngton Gossip Committee does not necessarily accept the standpoint of 
our contributors, we will always print items that reflect the concerns of individuals and the 
community. Please do not hesitate to 

let us have your views on the vill age in which you li ve..  Editors] 
WATL INGTON INFORMATION OFFICE 
The Information Centre continues to open three days a week, offering computer and off ice services to the 
vill age, thanks for this due to our volunteer workers for their much appreciated efforts. Computer availabilit y 
has been maintained despite all the recent virus attacks over the Internet. Don©t forget to check the vill age web 
site for information and if you are a local group updates of your web information are always welcome. 
A volunteers© meeting was held in November, with production of Newcomers© Welcome Pack on the agenda. If 
you have any ideas for the Welcome Pack please get in touch; the greater the input the better the finished item. 
New volunteers are always welcome - simply drop into the Centre, or call us on a working morning. We can 
give you an easy introduction to the use of the available equipment and as volunteers work in pairs you won©t 
be left to cope on your own. 
A starter computer course has recently been arranged through the Centre. Please make contact if you are keen 
to go on any locally arranged courses, or have ideas on courses that could be run in the vill age. The Centre will 
be having a fund raising stall at the Vill age Hall Coffee Morning on 6th December and the next AGM will be 
on 26th February 2004. All are welcome to attend. It is hoped that new constitution for the Centre will be 
adopted at the meeting. Unfortunately, the Pensions Service has dropped its monthly appointments visit, due to 
lack of demand. Advice on the Pensions Service can be had by call ing 0845 60 60 265. 
The Information Centre will be closed over the Christmas period, after Saturday 20th December, to re-open on 
Tuesday 6th January - a day I©m sure we are all looking forward to! 

The Centre offers the following services: 

Full Internet access. 
Scanning facili ties. 
Photocopying (standard and colour) 
Locally arr anged courses. 
Notice Board. 
E-mail services. 
Word processing and spreadsheet packages. 
Laminating. 
Community information. 

The Centre is at the east end of the vill age hall , with 
disabilit y parking adjacent. It is open on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday Mornings from 10 a.m. until  
12 noon. 
Telephone: 810777 (messages can be left). 
E-mail: wicoff ice@watlingtoninfo.com 
Web page: www.watlingtoninfo.com 



The trustees of the Green are to hold their Annual General Meeting on the 30th December 
in the committee room at the village hall at 7 p.m. 

Please come along and hear what is happening with your village green 

WATL INGTON SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB 
From Mrs J. D. Stevens 
Everyone enjoyed our summer outing to Burghiey House and Gardens on the 28th August. We have played 
four games in the Paget League and hold third place at the moment. We have two vacant places in the club. We 
meet on Monday evenings and Friday afternoons. Why not come along and try©. If you are interested, please 
telephone 01553 811439. 
 

ooo OOooo  

WATLL NGTON CARPET BOWLS CLUB 

We have entered the being h eld at Lynn Sport and Downham Market. It is on ly the beginn ing o f the season bu t we appear to be ho lding ou r 
own at both p laces. We have entered for the Borough Cup/Mayor's Charity Shield. Again, we appear to be ho lding ou r own. We have aiso 

entered the Paul Brandon  Charity Fours. 

Even month we enter the Charity Tournaments held at Litt leport Leisure Centre and h ave been gett ing through to the quarter finals: perhaps 
this month we will do b etter. 

We stili  have a few vacant piaces. so if you are interested p lease come along . We meet on Thursday mornings and Tuesday evenings. 
Telephon e me. Mrs J . D. Stevens on 01553 815439. 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
From Colin Vince, Clerk to the Parish Council A new planning application has been received from the 
developers for 182 houses on the land adjacent to the school. This application is based on the original Outline 
Planning Permission already granted. Much will depend on whether this application can meet the conditions set 
out in that permission. The council i s objecting to this application on a number of grounds, which are set out in 
the letter posted on notice boards and on the vill age web site (www.watlingtoninfo. corn). 
Applications have been made to five funding bodies for grants for the proposed new play equipment on the 
Recreation Ground and Warren Close play area. Because of the flinders© time tables, it is now realistic to expect 
work on installi ng the equipment in the new financial year (subject to the grants being awarded). 
After reviewing three options put forward by NCC Planning and Transportation Unit for pedestrian crossing 
faciliti es at the Church Road/Downham Road/School Road junction, the Parish Council has recommended that 
a zebra crossing be installed from the Mill ennium Green to in front of the Angel public house. It is expected 
that the crossing will be installed in the next financial year, but as the funding is to be solely by NCC., the exact 
timing cannot be confirmed. Discussion on other traff ic calming measures, including gateway signs and other 
possible speed reactive signs is on-going with the county council . It is also hoped that a proposed weight re-
striction will come into force, which will cut the number of heavy lorries passing through the vill age. 
Negotiations with the Ely diocese for the lease of the Glebe land have, at the time of writing, stalled. The 
Parish Council was unable to accept a clause in the proposed lease which could have meant an open-ended 
commitment to carry out repairs on the site. A response is now awaited from the diocese to counterproposals 
from the Council . The Parish Council would regret not being able to lease the Glebe land, as it is keen to see 
the football pitch re-established here. 
Problems of litter on the recreation ground continue. A major clearance was carried out by the Borough 
Council©s clean-up team and a suitable new litter bin is going to be provided by the Borough. Unfortunately, the 
Litter Picker, Mrs Prior has left and her hard work in keeping the vill age tidy will be missed. Fortunately, new 
appointments have recently been made. 
At their meeting on the 23rd October the Council held a discussion on anti-social behaviour in the vil lage. The 
meeting was addressed by Glenn Watkins, who has been appointed as the Borough©s Anti-Social Behaviour 
Off icer. He explained the measures 

 
 



Now available to deal with those carrying out antisocial acts, and that once names are known, action will be 
taken. 
Once again, the Council has arranged for a Christmas Tree, which, as before will be on the Mill ennium Green. 
Thanks are extended to all the volunteers who donate their energies to bring a bit of winter cheer to the vill age. 

Planning Report 
The following decisions have been made by the Borough Council : 
1 Hawthorn Close; single storey extension. 28 Station Road; extension to dwelli ng. Site south of Park View, 
Plough Lane; construction of dwelli ng/garage. 
7 Wensum Close; extension to dwelli ng. 7 John Davis Way; extension to dwelli ng. 19 Fen Road; construction 
of chalet bungalow to replace existing bungalow. 16a Thomas Close; extension to dwelli ng. Will ow Bam, 
Station Road; temporary use of hut for residential purposes. 

Watlington Community Magazine 
‘THE GOSSIP’ 

WILL HOLD ITS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON 
TUESDAY 10TH FEBRURY 2004 AT 7 P.M. 

This is an open meeting, and all are welcome. 

The meeting will be held at 8 Hawthorn Close, Watlington 

 
WATLINGTON MEDICAL CENTRE 
It©s the flu season again! Please ensure that if you are aged 65 and over you book for a flu jab as soon as 
possible. This is being offered free to everyone over 65 and to those who are at high risk from the compli -
cations of f lu, e.g. those with respiratory problems such as asthma, emphysema, chronic bronchitis, those with 
heart problems, diabetes, kidney problems, towered immunity, and some other conditions. The Patients Group 
held an evening meeting in October with the topic of ADHD (attention deficit hy-peractivity disorder) being 
well covered by Sonya Moss, our Health Visitor ad Val Stout, who runs a local project to give information and 
support to families who have members with ADHD. Many thanks to those of you who attended, I hope the 
information was useful and interesting. Thanks also to those who donated raff le prizes. The £100 first prize was 
won by a local patient, I am sure they were delighted. 
In common with the other Practices in West Norfolk we have had to stop taking repeat prescription requests by 
telephone. There can be no exceptions to this, so please do not ring in to reception to request this as the 
receptionists are finding more and more of their time is being spent dealing with these calls, to the extent that 
other patients are finding it hard to get through to speak to us. We are able to take repeat requests by fax on 
01553 811440, or by posting or dropping in your repeat slip. Please allow three working days from us receiving 
your request to coming in to collect the items. Have a happy and healthy festive season. 

Christmas and New Year Opening Times 
Wednesday 24th December : Surgery will close at 4 p.m. Thursday 25th December : Closed Friday 26th 

December : Closed 

Saturday 27th December : Open as normal - Emergencies only 
Sunday 28th December : Closed Monday 29th December : Open as normal 

Tuesday 30th December : Surgery closes at 12 noon as normal 
Wednesday 31st December : Surgery will close at 5 p.m. Thursday 1st January : dosed Friday 2nd January : 

Open as normal 

The emergency doctor can be contacted by telephoning 01553 810253 



Competition For a brass plaque on the Vill age Sign ! 
 

Win £50 ! 

How to enter 
Describe in the space on the reverse of this page,   in   no more than 50 
words the histor ical background of the Watlington vill age sign and 
what it depicts, also (a) who donated the or iginal sign and (b) who carved 
it; bear ing in mind that your words may go onto a brass plaque fixed to 
the base of the sign. The £50 pr ize money (which has been anonymously 
donated) will go to the person who gives the most descriptively accurate 
interpretation of the scene depicted on the sign and the correct answers to 
(a) and (b) above. 

Fill i n your name, address and telephone number below, wr ite your brass 
plaque description in the space provided and send your completed entry to : 
The chairman, Watlington Gossip, 69 Station Road, Watlington, PE33 OJF 

NAME...... 

ADDRESS 

TELE PHONE. 
NOW SEE THE REVERSE OF THIS PAGE FOR THE COMPETITION 

VILL AGE SIGN COMPETITION 
Write your entry in the space below and send it to 
the address on the front of this column. 
Remember, no more than 50 words, and please 
write 
or print your entry clearly.                           DECEMBER 

6th, Pre-Christmas Fund Raising Morning at the vil -
................................................................       lage hall .Also Social Evening, Quiz and Racing. 

(see coming events on page 5 for further details). 
................................................................       llth and 12th, Denver Windmill Celebrations (see 

the Leather Shop advertisement). 
................................................................       15th, Watlington Banner meeting (see page 17 for 

details)  . 
................................................................       20th, The Information Off ice will be closed until 6th 

January   . 
................................................................       24th, Vill age Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols in 

the church of St Peter & Paul. 
................................................................       25th, Midnight Mass of Christmas. 

30th, Mill ennium Green AGM, see page 15 for de-
................................................................       tails. 

See the Medical Centre©s Chr istmas opening (and 
................................................................      closing) times on page fifteen. 

Who carved the original?:-                            JANUARY 
7th, 8th, 9th and 10th, Watlington Players 
Pantomime,©GOLDILOCKS©. 

13th, W.I. Meeting, ©Titehwell RSPB Reserve©, a  talk. 

 
 

DIARY DATES 
A compilation of all the forthcoming dates that 
appear in this issue of your Watlington Gossip 



20th, Western Mobile Police Station, on the Angel carpark. 
..................................................     FEBRUARY 

................................................................ 1st, Closing date for the Brass Plaque competition on 

................................................................     page nine/ten. 
10th, Watlington Gossip Annual General Meeting 

................................................................     (seepage 12 for details). 
10th, W.I. Meeting, ©History of Street Food©, a talk. Who presented 

the original sign?:-                          
 16th, Obelon Puppets (see more details on page 5). 

17th, Western Mobile Police Station, on the Angel 
................................................................     car park. 

MARCH 
9th, W.I. Meeting, The Cure of Bright Lights©, a     talk. 
16th, Western Mobile Police Station, on the Angel 
car park. 

RULES OF THE COMPETITION 
1. Entrants must be resident in the vill age of Watlington. 
2. Only one entry per person. 
3. The competition judges reserve the right to refuse any entry 
without giving a reason for so doing. 
4. Entries will not be accepted after 1st FEBRUARY 2004. 
5. The decision of the judges is final and no correspondence will be 
entered into. 

The winner will be announced in the next issue of the 
Watlington Gossip which is due out ear ly in March g 2004                                              
a 

oooOOooo 

HELPFUL HINTS (1) 
To make a really light Yorkshire pudding or 
pancake mix: take the egg and separate the 
white from the yoke; beat in the yoke, then 
lightly whisk the white, and fold that into the 
mixture last of all . HELPFUL HINTS (2) 
Before squeezing oranges or lemons, warm them 
in the oven, or stand them in almost boili ng 
water, only for a minute or so, in order to gain 

extra juice. 
WATL INGTON PAST & PRESENT The debr ief 
The Watlington Past & Present Working Party had a further meeting on the 3rd November to discuss the 
feedback from the weekend and the possibilit y of doing something like this again.  As more people have come 
forward with items of interest it was suggested that there was suff icient interest in local history to consider the 
formation of a Watlington History Group. 
Anyone interested in forming such a group please get in touch. Contact details initially please to the Watlington 
Information Centre or The Gossip.  A further meeting of those who are interested will be arranged in the near 
future. 

oooOOooo 

YOGA 

Yoga is the basis for modem day physiotherapy and exercise classes. The benefits are not merely physical, but 
you will find that Yoga has the power to calm the mind, increase your concentration and give the abilit y to 
cope with tension. It is for all ages where stretching, toning, controlli ng posture, improving poise and balance, 
and relaxing techniques are incorporated into an art form. I teach yoga, and if you would be interested in a yoga 
class being started during the day at the vill age hall on a Tuesday, or would like to know about yoga please 
contact me, Carole Henry, ©Aysgarth©, 67 Station Road, Watlington, telephone: 01553 810933. Email: 
horace@henryh3.freeserve.co.uk 

Method: 
Fry mince gently in a dry saucepan until it i s 
browned. 
Add chopped onion and fry for five minutes. 
Add soup to saucepan and gradually add one can 
of 
water, or half water and milk. 
Stir well and add diced carrot. 
Place in casserole dish, cover and bake in oven 
for 1 
to 1 !/2 hours. 



oooOOooo 

WATL INGTON BANNER 
Calli ng all needle-workers and craftspeople!!! We are hoping to make a banner representing Watlington, both 
past and present, to hang in the vill age hall . 
An initial meeting to discuss this project (and hopefully get it under way) will be held in the vill age hall 
committee room on 

Monday 15th December, at 7.30 p.m. If you are interested please come along, or telephone Chris Kilbee on 
810451, or Kate Carpenter on 810381 

oooOOooo 

RECIPE TIME 
Savoury Mince 

You will need 1 Ib of mince, a tin of condensed 
mushroom soup, one onion, and two carrots, along 
with optional seasoning. 
Set your oven temperature for a 180° c (350° to 375° 
F)orgasreg. 4/5. 
WATL INGTON WOMENS INSTITUTE 
Our September Meeting was open to our men friends but not many braved it, missing out on the lovely re-
freshments too.   Victory Willi amson, Mole Controller by appointment to HM The Queen at San-dringham 
kept us amused and fascinated with his description of his work keeping moles and other pests at bay. Not for 
the faint hearted the size of some of the wasp nests he brought to show us. 
In October we were visited by Pam Jones of Excel 2000 and joined in with the exercises designed to keep us 
active and mobile no matter what your age. Our AGM in November took us to the end of an active year in 
which members not only enjoyed the monthly meetings but have also been on trips which included the Holiday 
on Ice Show in Norwich and of course the special showing of the Calendar Girls film in Dereham. 
We now look forward to the next 12 months in which the planning committee have organised some interesting 
speakers and outings for us all to enjoy. We are an active and friendly group and look forward to welcoming 
new members at our meetings that are held in the Vill age Hall on the second Tuesday of every month. 

Forthcoming Meetings in 2004 
January 13th Titehwell  RSPB Reserve 
Mr David Hennessy 
February 10th History of Street Food 
Revd Paul Kinsey 
March 9th ©The Cure of Bright Lights© 
Dr Stephen Ashworth 

oooOOooo  

WEDNESDAY CLUB 

A poem from Mrs Mary Gay of 15 Lacey Close. 

The Wednesday club is the place to meet Old and new friends there to greet Inspirations there you will 
find Maybe a quiz to clear the mind 

Often, new hobbies will come to light And sometimes a talk will put things right So why not join us, if 
you are free You will also get a nice cup of tea. 

We have passed from a glorious summer and a spectacular autumn and now winter is truly with us. In August a 
coach took members for a most enjoyable day to Fritton Lake - a lovely place to wander around in the 
sunshine. 
On 10th September we were provided with an excellent talk, with ill ustrations, on the history of Denver Mill . 
Mr James Sharp of Bates Wood is a most enter 



taining and knowledgeable speaker who imparted his enthusiasm for the Mill with fascinating tales of its 
building, its millers and its attractions today. The Mill i s open all year except Christmas, and can be visited 
winter and summer alike and is well worth seeing. 
Our second September meeting was a visit to Caithness Crystal Visitor Centre. We enjoyed a good lunch, a 
demonstration of making glass ornaments, a video and an opportunity to explore the vast and tempting show 
room. As a result of this a small donation was made by Caithness Crystal to the parish church©s window appeal. 
The Annual General Meeting was held on the 8th October, followed by a lovely cream tea, provided by the 
committee. 
On the 2nd October we learned about the Hanseatic League and its place in King©s Lynn©s history. Our speaker. 
Doctor Paul Richards rewarded our interest with his splendid collection of slides and his vast knowledge of the 
subject. We shall leam more about King©s Lynn©s history from Doctor Richards when he takes us on a tour of 
True©s Yard on the 26th November. 
Another visitor at that meeting was Father James Nolan, who came to receive a donation from the Wednesday 
Club for the church window fund. It was a pleasure to welcome him there and to leam that the vill age©s 
response to the appeal had been so generous. 
On the 12th November we were delighted to welcome visitors from Magdalen Happy Circle, St German©s 
Sunshine Club, and Wormegay and Tottenhill Over 60s Club, to join us for a musical afternoon. Mr Alf 

Gosling of Walpole St. Peter soon had us singing along with our feet tapping as he sang and played his guitar. 
A cheerful event to brighten a dull November day. 
Members are now looking forward to our Christmas Party on the 10th December; also a visit to Thursford 
Christmas Show, and a visit to the Pantomime in Norwich on the 7th January. 
There will be a Beetle Drive on the 14th January, a gentle ©keep fit© session with Mrs Joyce Bailey on the 28th 
January, an afternoon of local video presentation on the 11th February, and a pancake and craft afternoon on 
the 25th February. 

BrendaJ. Newman, chairman 

oooOOooo 
From Lynn News & Cambridgeshire Herald, 6th October 1922 

WATLINGTON - The Council School re-opened on 25th September having been closed for a fortnight through 
an epidemic of Measles which broke out in the vill age soon after closing for the holidays. 

If you would li ke to enter yourself or a team into any of the events li sted below or for general enquiries please call 
Julia Suiter on 01553 811887 07876618731 Enter yourself in our 5k fun run and be the first over the line to  
open our event..... 

Along with 

Gilli an Sheppard MP and Doctor Hugh Lacey 
 
NOTES FROM THE PAST 
Researched by Brenda Leedell Extracts from Lynn Advertiser 1919 

January 1  ̂1919 - Milit ary Medalli st Home:- Cpl J Fryett 2/10 Batt Middlesex Regiment has been home on 
leave. He received the Milit ary Medal for conspicuous gallantry during action in Palestine. 

Watlington - Lt H Riches, RAF Balloon Section has been staying with his parents at the Post Office before 
returning to Germany. 

WATLINGTON PRE-SCHOOL 

SUMMER 

EXTRAVAGAN ZA  

on Watlington Church Field Saturday, July 10th 2004 

 



June 13"© 1919 - Local Honour - The name of Mr Harry Riches, Balloon Repairs Section, Nol AD, eldest son 
of Mr G Riches of the Post Off ice, appears in the list of birthday honours as having been mentioned in 
despatches for rendering valuable services in the air during the war. In a letter to Mr Claxton he states; "I have 
had my balloon set on fire by enemy aircraft on four occasions, and each time I had to jump with my parachute 
to earth. Also I have had my balloon break away and drift towards the Hun. Lines, and on this occasion the 
balloon ascended to the height of 12,000 feet while I was destroying everything in the basket of use to the 
enemy, and I had to jump from that height which has proved to be the record height for a parachute descent, it 
taking me 9 ©/2 minutes to reach the ground. I came down in no-man©s land and had to lie in a shell hole until it 
became dusk before 1 could regain our lines. Needless to say, it has been rather hair-raising at times but 1 have 
been lucky having had the Hun aeroplane on two occasions come back and fire at me as I was dangling 
helpless in mid-air on a parachute. But when one comes to think that 1 was on the Somme during the retreat of 
1918 and then through the advances on the Somme again the same year, and having done nearly 280 hours in 
the air, without any injury except a few bruises and several rough landings, I think I can shake hands with 
myself." 

December 12 1919 - Roll of Honour - The Council School Roll of Honour compiled by the Head Teacher 
shows that as far as can be ascertained 85 former scholars served in the Great War. Of these 15 lost their li ves, 
2 gained commissions, 1 won the DCM, 4 were awarded the Milit ary Medal and no fewer than 25 were 
wounded (several of them 3 times). 

MUMPING........CAN ANYONE HELP? 
In January 1920 it was reported in the Lynn News and county Press that the ancient custom of MUMPING was 
carried out by the widows of the parish of Watlington (and met with the usual generosity). Can reader enlighten 
us about this custom? 
 
 
OUT AND ABOUT with Mike Packwood 
Out and about is a series of profiles and interviews which wil l appear in the Gossip from time to time on 
individuals and families that live in and around Wat-lington. I am looking to interview interesting local people, 
who perhaps help others in the community. run small businesses or have unusual careers, li fe-styles or hobbies. 
My first profile is of a young man who loves motor sport; 

his name is Paul Haynes. Paul was brought up in Wat-lington and is a partner of C R 
Haynes & Son, who operate the franchise of Interlink Express parcels for the King©s Lynn 
area from their premises on School Road. 
Paul©s unusual hobby is more of a passion. At weekends he is li kely to be found short 
circuit banger racing, at compact arenas such as the Speedway Stadium at Saddlebow or 
Swaffham raceway. These venues are ideal because spectators have the advantage of 
seeing the whole race take place from one vantage point. 
Paul races in various different classes of cars including Bangers, Stox and Hotrods. He 

admits to putting his li fe on the line for the adrenaline rush, however he says his ambition is to keep walking 
away at the end of each day©s racing—and maybe being able one day to race a stretched iimo, just for the one-
upmanship of such a large car. So, any owners of stretched Simos out there, who perhaps would like to see 
their pride and joy shortened in the mother of ail races, Paul is your driver.Over the past years. Paul has raced 
many different vehicles from a Ford Fiesta to a Transit van; he tells me he has also raced a car towing a 
caravan, although he admits there is not much caravan left at the end of the race. Favourite cars of his to race 
have been Vaux-haii Astras and Ford Sierras. 
Still  living locally. Paul is married to Lorraine and has 
two sons Robert and Ryan: Robert who is eleven is hoping to star t racing himself in the 2003 season. 
Banger racing at the weekend may seem strange to some people but to Paui, it is a wonderful outlet after a 
week of day-job pressure. Any brightly coloured car Paul drives will have his track name of NOSHER or racing 
number III  written on the side. Across the back of his car is the team name ZXYOMMA, and his racing 
mascot, which is a large stuffed toy mounted on the roof.

 
 



Like formula one, banger racing run a point system culminating in a winner©s trophy at the end of the season. 
Points are earned for best or fastest driver, the best judged paintwork on a competitor©s car, even the furthest 
distance travelled to get to a race 

meeting. Albeit too _                 many bests in one paragraph, best of all . yes you©ve 
guessed it, BEST CRASH. Banger racing to some of us, who have never been to a race must be a bit li ke 
grown up dodgem cars at the 
 

fair. After interviewing Paul. he assured me that the safety of drivers and spectators is paramount and a 
vigorous health and safety check is carried out on each competitor and car before 
anyone is allowed to race, and part of this safety check is a seasonal or day licence 
obtained by the drivers, without which a competitor will not be allowed on the track. 
However, accidents do happen, the day after this interview with Paul a fellow 
competitor broke his leg whilst racing at the Saddlebow Stadium. For safety reasons, 
each car is stripped of any trim or flammable material such as linings or seats, apart 
from the driver©s of course, all  glass and dashboard material is removed, and doors, 
boots, bonnets and sunroofs are plated and bolted shut. Because of the nature of 

Banger racing the thin pressed steel petrol tank at the back of the majority© of cars has to go, and be replaced 
with a small strong steel petrol container bolted down beside the driver, who will be able to operate any cut-off 
pump switches. Because of f ire risks, fuel injection engines are not allowed in competitive racing.   A strong 
steel roll -bar system has to be fitted and each individual driver will wear a good quality crash helmet, neck-
brace and full bang release harness whilst racing. 

If anyone would like to know more about banger racing at the King©s Lynn 
track at Saddlebow phone Trackstar on 01754-762544 or if you are on the web., contact them at : 
www.Stockcar-Racing.Co. UK. 

If anyone in and around the village would like to be interviewed for the Out and About series, or knows 
someone who has a true li fe story to tell , just drop me a Sine to 43 Paiee Close. Watlington- 
 
 

 
 





 


