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Please Note
The closing date for recept of articlesto beincluded in the next issue of the Gosdp is:
Monday February 16th 2004 If you have an item for inclusion which is ready before the dealine, please let us have it (seeprevious
column for methods of doing this).
THANK YOU

EDITORIAL

When your turn comes around orce aain to write the alitorial most of us here on the tean cringe and think
@ot me again, what on eath can | say@ven though it©s only once avery eighteen months. Welk thistime | have
plenty to say. Firstly, the church windows; well, na so much the windows themselves but our vill age©s eff orts
to raise fundsto repair them. When | discovered that agroup d youngsters wanted to put onadisco to raise
funds | wastotall y disgusted that they were forced to go to the next vill age for avenue. They applied to ou

vill age hall to hdd the disco there and when they asked for it freeof charge or at least perhaps with some sort
of discount as it was for such aworthy community cause they were told that it would @et a preceadent©l do
appredate that there ae many, many worthy causes but charity begins at home and what the management
committeeseem to forget isthat it isavill age hall which isbuilt on church land and aso replaced what was
oncethe Church hall. Remarks by some users that no ore kicks up afusswhen the vill age hall windows are
broken and that the church @ras only a buil ding@eave me breahless

My next bore of contention is the lack of resporse from the schod when asked for items for the Gosgp. | have
always thougt that the schod if nat the heart of a community at least it is one of its vital organsvery
necessary for that comnunities survival. Same time back we offered the schod a page or sedion d the Gossp
for themto fill with items fromthe dildren - most children liketo seetheir namein print. We havehad no
contribution from the schod for sometime. | realize with al the presaures our teachers are under it may seana
bit trivial to worry abou items for a village rag bu surely this ort of thingwill help to buld pridein their
commnunity which will then lead onto better things when thase youngsters are older. Which leads me nicdy on
to my next grumble - The Youth of Our Vill age or ©yobleryés | once head them referred to. All you parents
of youngsters out there - doyou knav what your littl e darling is up to? | have threesons all of whom are now
(hopefully) grown up.l redize now | didn©t aways know what they were up to even though | thowght | did!
The interference by yourgsters with ather people©s property in this vill age is beaoming intolerable. Although
the palice ae often cdled there is very littl e they can do bu the distressand anxiety some of their behaviour
causes must be aldressed. | am not an advocate of the ®lame the parents© brigade as | fed it iswithin ead of us
to be what we ae, including youngsters. But it is down to families to seethat their younger members are
occupied and nd left to wander aimlesdy aroundlooking for mischief. | have seen four youth clubs come and
go in this vill age which have fall ed because of the lad of older members help to runthem. These dubs will
only take cae of one night aweek (if you are lucky). | have head it said time and again from the yourngstersin
this vill age that they need somewhere of their own to med, just to have wffee ad day music and chat andflirt
and hang out. The skate board areaseemsto be the placein the summer but the noise and litter must be seen
and head to be believed. A yourg lady | know who dove the cimmunity youth bus aroundthe locd vill ages
said that Watli ngton was one of the worst vill ages for bad behaviour with youngsters frequently having to be
thrown dff of the bus. | don©t know what the answer to this problem is perhaps one of you have solution. The
fad that the auncil now employ some one with the titl e of © AntSocial Behaviour Officer Geems somewhat
surred. These yourgsters do reed to dothings for themselves but they need the help of older members of the
community to start with at least.

Andfindly .........

We are abou to enter our 6'Gyear of pullication andfed that perhaps as a team are getting alittl e stale.
Althoughwe all wish to continue we wondered if any members of the parish ( one or two a a time) would like
to sit in onthe medings we haveprior to gangto pressto addtheir input .If so, contact one of us andwe will

let you know when the next medingis.

WEell - having got that littl e lot off of my chest and maybe given some of you something to think about | would
like to take this oppatunity to thank ou advertisers once ajain for their continued suppat and to wish you all
apeacéul Christmas with Santa bringing you your heat©s desire and avery prosperous New Yea with perhaps
alottery win in there somewhere from the new macdinein the vill age shop

Merry Christmas!!

Jean Golding A member of the alitorial team



WATLINGTON PLAYERS PRESENT
GOLDILOCKS & THE THREE BEARS

E /th 8tli 9th &10th

January 2004
Matinee 10th

BOX OFFCE 01553 810452

WATLINGTON PLAYERS

Our Autumn Play ®un for your WifeQvas very weli receved, very funny and enjoyed by the audience and the
adaors themselves. As the performances of the show ran, audiences increased urtil, onthe Friday night people
were queuing out of the hall doar to buy tickets and extra seds had to be put out. To avoid dsappantment and
to get better seaslook out for the posters with the phore number of our box office- Bill Cameron on 810452.
The Panto thisyea, as youwill see doweis &Goldil ocks and the threeBeas© naot a usual Panto story but awell
known ore. The beasfinish upin a drcus with Goldil ocks their best friend. So very much afriendy Panto. Do
bring your children along to seesome live thedre.

00000000

LETTE RS

The following was the only letter we received/or this issue........

| have just been to collea my raffle prize from the medicd centre; a second-hand penic set, two badly scuffed
plastic cups, ore badly marked flask-type jug, and a marked tray. | was disgusted! Surely, agoodcause like
that shoud have been given new items, nat something someone dse had used. | would have been happy with a
box of matchesif it had na been used. It isthefirst prize | have ever won and | dor©t want any more. From an
unhappy O.A.P.

[Name and address were supplied ....Ed]

WATLINGTON SCHOOL OF DANCING

From Penny Cooke

Asaresult of the video

sales of our production o

Dancetime 2003we have

sent afurther cheque to

the value of £320to East

Anglian Air Ambulance

A spedal thank youto

Terry Cook who helped us

to raise such a good

amourt. This makes atotal

of £1.600 doated to the

Air Ambulance a aresult

of this production.

The schod isbad to namal after the long summer haliday. Some pupls are reheasing for a Christmas
concert with the Downham Market Swing Orchestrawhich istaking place &the Town Hal! in Downham
Market onthe 12th and 13h December. Senior puplswill »aso betaking part in a mncert at the King©synn
Corn Exchange next April . Reheasals for that will t ake placenext term, when we shall aso be holding our
next set of examinations.

00000000

Asatribute, and away of saying thark youto ou advertisers for their continued suppat, we intendto print a
brief descriptive biography of any businesswhich, whil e advertising in the Watlington Gossp. passsa
milestone, or anniversary. Thistimeit gives us pleasure to print the following :-Knots Timber Knots Timber
have recently moved to larger premises, at 38 High Stred, Downham Market, which is next doa to their
previous shop.Chris and Tracey, the proprietors, now offer amore extensive range of timber. No amourt istoo



small, and they wiil cut it to sizeif required. Nail s, screws, hinges, nus and bdts, locks and many other fittings
are dl available, together with handtoadls (which is new line for Knats).

The Watlington Gossp is pleased to annourcethat before our next issue Knots will have ceebrated their 5th
anniversary of trading in Downham Market. We send them our congratul ations. Competiti ve prices and
friendly service have dways been feaures at Knats.

WATLINGTON VILL AGE HALL

Aswe gproac the end d the yea and as the Village Hall has recently had its Annual General Meding it
would seem an appropriate time to refled on the past yea and to look forward to the next one. The
Management Committeereported a succesgul yea with regular use of all the faaliti es bath by private hirers
and regular clubs and aganisations. Also a number of enjoyable events took dacewhich were well suppated
and poduced useful funds for the upkeegp o the hall. Unfortunately, with such regular use, wea and tea takes
itstoll onthe building and also the hall li ke other buil dings in the vill age, has been the victim of vandalism and
anti-social behaviour. Thereis of course afinancial cost invalved in carrying out repairs and maintenance and
redifying the dfeds of the vandalism, even though, where possble the work is carried ou by voluntees,
mainly from the committee During the @murse of the yea various tasks have been caried ou and thisis
ongoing. Credit must go to the voluntee's who have continued to run the hall most econamicdly and caried
out the necessary repairs and maintenance

Many visitors to the hall during the yea from far and wide have been very complimentary abou its fadlities
andthis shodd remind the vill age of this valuable asset and we hope that it will remain so and continue to be
suppated.

Watlington Past and Present

Thisrecent exhibition held over two days was well receved and supparted by visitors from within the vill age
and further afield. The St Germans Art Club exhibited over forty paintings by its members and some of these
works of art were sold.

The phaographic competiti on attraded eighty entries from all age groups and these were dl displayed. The
entries were judged and the winners presented with prizes by Roy Willi amson, Lynn News phaographer.

The remainder of the exhibition consisted of memorabili ain the form of phaographs, records, and dauments,
films and artefads contributed by individuals and groups from the mmmunity. These dtraded grea interest
from the visitors and in addition several senior members of the mmmunity were on hand to recourt their own
experiences and give information abou the material. Several visitors themselves were abie to identify pieces of
information and fill i n gaps from their own personal experiences and knavledge. The event triggered off many
memories and has shown that there is much more information and records from the past tucked away in
cupbaards or lofts to enable ancther similar event to take place gain sometime in the future.

There were refreshments and araffle to compliment this social occasion and £485was raised for hall funds.

Village Hall Coming Events Saturday 6™ December 10 am to 12 noon.

Pre Christinas Fund Raising Morning. Severa groups are having astall at this event including W1, Wednesday Club, Quilti ng, Information Centre,
Tradeaaft stall and ahers - so come dong, give your suppat and maybe find alittl e something for Christmas.

Saturday 6" Decanber 7 JO pm. Satial Evening Quiz and Racing. Ancther popuar fundraising event for the Vill age Hall, there will be some fun
quizzes, films of horse radng and alight supper included in the ticket price of £2.50. Bring your own liquid refreshment and there will of course be
a Christmas Raffle. Tickets avail able from 810231 0 810732 © 810584 M onday 16" February 2004- 2 JO pm. Obelon Puppets present "The
ThreeSinging Pigs". Looking forward to the February 2004 talf-term, in partnership with Credive Arts East, a professonal puppet company is
bringing alively, colourful show for 3-9 yea olds and their famili es. The ThreeSinging Pigsis made up o five short traditional storiestold in new
ways using an exciting mix of rod, glove and muppet style puppets, vivid costumes and masks, songs and raps.

Ticketsin advancefor Adults, Children and Concessions £3,

At the doa for Adults, Children and Concessons £4.

Ticket Bookings: 810732 0 810584 © 81023 1 Look aut for publicity abaut other eventsin 2004

WATLINGTON VILL AGE HALL 200CLUB Registered Charity No. 298454
August Winners
4 MrsG. Roads £100!32 MrsA.Goate £156 Mr M. Summers£10 192 MrE.Hughes £5 198 MrsP. Carless £5

September Winners58 MrsL. Mahmoud£40 56 MrsJ. Bush  £15 38 MrsJPapworth £10 101 Mrs J Goodng
£586 MrJ Cook £5

October Winners
62 MrsK. Johrnson £40 192 MrE.Hughes £15 86 MrJ. Cook £10 176 Mr K. Fox £5 117 B.Cole £5

00000000



"Wherelitter lies beauty dies'

THE RECTOR WRITES The one erent that changed the world

It is said that the writings of Charles Dickensiswhat led the Victorians to renew their English love of
Christmas.

Banned duing the puritan period and side-lined during the eghteenth century, the religious renewal of the
nineteenth century provided fertil e soil for Mr Dickens.

The more materiali stic twentieth century saw religious cdebrations often edipsed by a consumerist orgy of
spending and yet, through the din we know that something unique occurred. People say that September 11th
2001"changed everything", bu on afundamental leve life goes onjust the same. The only event that redly
"changed everything" was the birth of a baby who came to save.

The dhurch which placed a poster outside its doar stating "Only sinners welcome here”" understoodwhy Christ
Jesus, whase very name means rescuer, came to change us ad to save us.

The innacence of the Christmas crib scene, a gift to us of the thirteenth century Saint Francis of Asssd, till
captivates the hardest and most cynicd of heats. Watching the young children who will once aain be ading
out the Nativity Play in ou vill age schods, reminds us how important it isto preserve innacence and
childhood.Y et, how dowe begin ou Christmas cdebrations?

At Midnight Mass(which will be & Watli ngton this Christmas), we ammmemorate the deah of Jesus, na his
birth, where we recdl the inhumanity of His accusers, nd their love.

Thereisa il dren©s picture story where Santa Clause is reading to the baby Jesus the story of the baby®©s birth.
"How doesit all end?' the baby asks. Perhaps because we know the answer to that questionwe can be very
redistic bou Christmas, na least because of the hatred that even today laceates the littl e town of Bethlehem,
Christmasis nat abou trying to escgpe redity. Even within days of hisbirth, the life of Jesusisthreaened by
Herod and histhugs as we shall remember on Sunday 28th Decamber, Holy Innocents Day.

By contrast, some strangers travelli ng from the East recognised who they encourtered and trought gifts and
adored him.

There isthe story of the Sculptor who, having made asculpture of our Lord, was asked "What is the best way
to view it?". Thereply came "On your knees'. It reminded me of avisit to a Russan Orthodox Liturgy. After
abou two hous of continuows danding a Priest friend d mine said "It isa pity they did na provide some
seas'! An elderly lady turned her head and simply said "We would na think it right to sit before God'. The
wise men ontheir knees remind ws of the avesome nature of the Christmas dory.

The dhoicetoday in 2003is the same & it was then,
whether to be with Herod a to be with the Magi. As

someone recently put it "Thereis no reutral ground,

no spiritual Switzerland'.
A very happy and dessed Christmas

from Father James and Helen.

CHRIST-MASS2003at WATLINGTON PARISH CHURCH

December 24th ChristmassMassat 6 p.m.
VILLAGE FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS
5cs5s ChristmassDay, at 12 midnight

MIDNIGHT MASSOF CHRIST-MASS

WITH MANY THANKS
On behalf of the Church Wardens and the Parochial Church Courcil of Watlington Parish Church, avery
grateful thank youto all who have been so kind and generous in sending dorations towards the repair of the
damaged windows of the church. A spedal thank youto the dnildren of our vill age schod and the head teader,
her staff andthe PTA. Thank you also to the COWP Sand the youth of the vill age for their kindressas well.
We have been overwhelmed with goodressand concern and it has been appredated by all. The work to repair
the windows is now complete -realy for our Christmas cdebrations.



From the boys who broke the widows.

"I am redly sorry for the damage we caised to the
church, throwing stones. | have beenin aload of
troulde with my family for being so stupid and have
had to work very hard to make mum and dad like me
again.
"I hope youwill seehow sorry | am and | will try
never to hut anyone like this again”.
000

"I am sorry for what | did to the church windows'.

COMM ENT

From Mrs Jeanette Rodwell

I would like to say that Ray, myself, Lucy and Helen are very pleased to be members of Watlington village. It
has 9 many good pants, including the doctors, schod, shop, train station, church, \ill age hall and many
smaller businesses that all makethisalively placeto live.

It was with grea sadnesswhen we head that the church windows had been smashed. We ae not regularsona
Sunday, bu father James knows my fedings and that | like Christmas Eve©s Nine Lessons and Carols Service
Sometimes | sport a hat, which makes him laugh.
Our first thought was why? What did it achieve? Nothing! But there we were wrong. As the vill age grape vine
started to work people began to think of waysto help Father James raise the £3,600 le nealed to replacethe
windows. It was lovely to seethe picture in the paper, of the dildren and their cake stall and | know that lots of
people donated money straight into the pot. The cmmmunity was coming together to pu right awrong.

For those people who do nd know me, my name is Jeanette and whil e the dhildren were growing up | was very
involved with the Mothers & Todders, Play Schod and the Vill age Hall Committee hdding various jobs,
from chairlady to committeemember. Asthe girls moved into swimming, | then became treasurer of the
Downham and District Swimming Club. Also, | arranged Courtry Music Evenings for locd charities. Then, |
dedded to have abre& from it all.
Thereason 1©m telling youthisis 9 youwill know that what | am going to say next isnat a hatbrain idea and
that | know how to arganise these events and the resporsibiliti es that go with it.

| wanted to dosomething to help and | thought of writing a cheque; then as we were talking abou it Helen, ou
yourgest (15) said that she would like to dosomething but did na know what. So we talked and | suggested a
disco, asthe yourgsters like aparty and it would be just before Christmas. Then | said that | had been asked if |
was doing ancther Country Music evening; and so, there was our ideafor raising far more money than we
could ever donate ourselves. The next thing was the venue; obviously, the vill age hall. We deaded to ask the
Vill age Hall Committeefor its use freeof charge, asthiswas for the dhurch and nd for personal gain. Helen©s
disco wasfirst because | knew that | could na get "Courtry Company” to sing urtil next yea.

So, df went the letter. | tookit in person and explained what we had in mind. | was told that the hall would
cost £100for the evening. | was shocked; but never mind, as | was hopeful that even if we @uld nd use the
hall freeof charge, they would give us agood dscourt. So | provisionally booked it for the 29th November
2003and awaited their dedsion. When the letter arrived | was totally shocked and very disappanted. Here was
ateenager who wanted to raise money for the church (that©s amiradein #gelf in this day and age) and the
adultsthat look after the village hall for the community deaded, sorry, nocan dd Not even by offering a
discourt.

The fad of the matter isthat, if we paid £100for the hall, then another £100for the disco, Helen would never
have made aty money, as you canna charge Kids £5 ead for adisco. So, what to do.Shall we cancd it? No!
we will haveto find somewhere dse. Magdalen Vill age Hall is £4.50an hour; someone comes and oensit up
for you; they alow time for setting up and then at the end d the evening the same person comes and locks up
for you,and al for the bargain priceof £20,including £2 for the licenceto pay music.

| know that not al the mmmitteewere gainst the idea and that there was alot of talk abou how they could get
aroundthe issue of @etting a precadent©but surely for oncethey could have redised that by al owing the disco
to go ahead na only would the dhurch have benefited but the youth would have seen that the Vill age Hall
Committeewas encouraging and suppating them to be part of the cmmmunity. Asit is, al they have doreis
shown the dnildren anegative respornse and made them fed that they were not worthy enough to be taken
seriously. The words @ ngle-minded@nd ©ne rotten apple spail s abox full @ome to mind.



Not al yourgsters are bad, and | have noill usions that maybe our two have not got up to mischief, bu as one
of Helen©s friends said to me "[t©s one thing messng around onthe skate park but it©s totall yetléint to take out
the church windows!"

Now that | have got that lot off my chest, | do nd wish to off end anyone with any of my comments but felt that
| shoud make the vill agers aware of the dforts by some teenagersto help, and the sad example they have been
shown by the Vill age Hall Committee

Helen©s disco will be he on 2%h November in Magdalen Vill age Hall, and | will be hading a Courtry Music
afternoonin the dhurch onSunday 18th April 2004.Unfortunately, Helen©s disco will have been and gone by
the time you get thisisaue but if anyone would like tickets for the Country Music event, then pease mntad me
on 01553 810746,rdhere will be posters abou, neaer thetime.

Father James has the money for the windows and very nicethey look. The money we raise will go towards the
window guards which need to be put up, so thiswill not happen again.

[Althoughthe Walli ngton Gossp Committee does not necessarily accept the standpant of
our contributors, we will always print items that refled the concerns of individuals and the
community. Plesse do nd hesitate to

let us have your viewson thevillagein which you live.. Editors|

WATLINGTON INFORMATION OFFICE

The Information Centre mntinuesto open threedays aweek, off ering computer and dfice servicesto the

vill age, thanks for this due to ou voluntee workers for their much appredated eff orts. Computer avail ability
has been maintained despite dl the recent virus attadks over the Internet. Don©t forget to chedk the vill age web
site for information and if you are alocd group updites of your web information are dways welcome.

A voluntees© meding was held in November, with production d Newcomers© Welcome Padk onthe agenda. If
you have awy ideas for the Welcome Padk please get in touch; the greaer the inpu the better the finished item.
New voluntees are always welcome - smply drop into the Centre, or cal us onaworking morning. We can
give you an easy introduction to the use of the avail able equipment and as voluntee's work in pairs you wonot
be left to cope onyour own.

A starter computer course has recantly been arranged through the Centre. Please make @mntad if you are keen
to go onany locdly arranged courses, or have ideas on courses that could be runin the vill age. The Centre will
be having afundraising stall at the Vill age Hall CoffeeMorning on &h December and the next AGM will be
on 26h February 2004.All are welcome to attend. It is hoped that new constitution for the Centre will be
adopted at the meding. Unfortunately, the Pensions Service has dropped its monthly appantments visit, due to
ladk of demand. Advice onthe Pensions Service can be had by cdling 0845 60 60 265.

The Information Centre will be dosed ower the Christmas period, after Saturday 20th December, to re-open on
Tuesday 6th January - aday |©m sure we ae dlooking forward to!

The Centre offers the following services:

Full Internet access

Scanning facilities.

Photocopying (standard and colour)
Locally arr anged cour ses.

NoticeBoard.

E-mail services.

Word processng and spreadshed packages.
Laminating.

Community information.

The Centreis at the eat end d the vill age hall, with
disability parking adjacent. It isopen onTuesday,
Thursday and Saturday Mornings from 10 am. urtil
12 noon.

Telephore: 810777(messages can be | eft).

E-mail: wicoffice@watlingtoninfo.com

Web page: www.watli ngtoninfo.com



The trustees of the Green are to hdd their Annual General Meding onthe 30th Decamber
in the ommitteeroom at the village hall at 7 p.m.

Please amme dong and hea what is happening with your village green

WATLINGTON SHORT MAT BOWLSCLUB

FromMrs J. D. Sevens

Everyone enjoyed ou summer outing to Burghiey House and Gardens on the 28th August. We have played
four gamesin the Paget League and hdd third pace &the moment. We have two vacant placesin the dub. We
med on Monday evenings and Friday afternoors. Why not come dong and tryClf you are interested, pease
telephore 01553 811439.

000 00000

WATLL NGTON CARPET BOWLSCLUB

We have entered the being held at Lynn Sport and Downham Market. It is only the beginning of the season but we appear to be holding our
own at both places. We have entered for the Borough Cup/Mayor's Charity Shield. Again, we appear to be holding our own. We have aiso
entered the Paul Brandon Charity Fours.

Even month we enter the Charity Tournaments held at Littleport Leisure Centre and have been getting through to the quarter finals: perhaps
this month we will do better.

We stili have a few vacant piaces. so if you are interested please come along. We meet on Thursday mornings and Tuesday evenings.
Telephon e me. Mrs J. D. Stevens on 01553 815439.

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

From Colin Vince Clerk to the Parish Courcil A new planning applicaion has been recaved from the
developers for 182 howes on the land adjacent to the schod. This applicaionis based onthe origina Outline
Planning Permisgon already granted. Much will depend onwhether this appli cation can med the condtions st
out in that permisgon. The wurcil i sobjeding to this application ona number of grounds, which are set out in
the letter posted on naice boards and onthe vill age web site (www.watli ngtoninfo. corn).

Applicaions have been made to five fundng bodes for grants for the proposed new play equipment onthe
Reaedion Groundand Warren Close play area Because of the flinders© timetables, it is now reditsc to exped
work oninstalling the eguipment in the new financial yea (subjed to the grants being awarded).

After reviewing threeoptions put forward by NCC Planning and Transportation Unit for pedestrian crossng
fadliti es at the Church Road/Downham Road/Schod Road junction, the Parish Courcil has recommended that
azebra aossng beinstaled from the Mill ennium Green to in front of the Angel pulic houwse. It is expeded
that the aossng will beinstalled in the next financial yea, but asthe fundng isto be solely by NCC,, the exad
timing canna be confirmed. Discusson on dher traffic cdming measures, including gateway signs and aher
possble speed readive signsis ongoing with the aunty courcil. It isalso hoped that a proposed weight re-
strictionwill come into force, which will cut the number of heavy lorries passng through the vill age.
Negotiations with the Ely diocese for the lease of the Glebe land have, at the time of writing, stalled. The
Parish Courcil was unable to accept a dause in the proposed lease which could have meant an open-ended
commitment to carry out repairs onthe site. A resporseis now awaited from the diocese to courterpropasals
from the Courrcil. The Parish Council would regret not being ableto lease the Glebe land, as it is keen to see
the foatball pitch re-established here.

Problems of litter onthe reaedion groundcontinue. A mgor cleaancewas caried ou by the Borough
Courcil©s cleaup tean and a suitable new litter bin is going to be provided by the Borough. Unfortunately, the
Litter Picker, Mrs Prior hasleft and her hard work in keeping the vill age tidy will be missed. Fortunately, new
appantments have recently been made.

At their meding onthe 23rd October the Courcil held a discusson onanti-social behaviour in the village. The
meding was addressed by Glenn Watkins, who has been appanted as the Borough©g\nti-Social Behaviour
Officer. He explained the measures



Now avail able to ded with thase carying out antisocia ads, and that once names are known, adionwill be
taken.

Once again, the Courcil has arranged for a Christmas Tree which, as before will be on the Mill ennium Green.
Thanks are extended to all the voluntee's who dorate their energiesto kring a bit of winter chee to the vill age.

Planning Report

The following dedsions have been made by the BoroughCouril :

1 Hawthorn Close; single storey extension. 28Station Road; extensionto dwelli ng. Site south of Park View,
Plough Lane; construction d dwelli ng/garage.

7 Wensum Close; extensionto dwelli ng. 7 JohnDavis Way; extensionto dwelli ng. 19 Fen Road; construction
of chalet burgalow to replace &isting bungalow. 16a Thomas Close; extensionto dwelli ng. Will ow Bam,
Station Road; temporary use of hut for residential purposes.

Watlington Community Magazine

‘THE GOSSP

WILL HOLD ITSANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON
TUESDAY 10TH FEBRURY 2004AT 7 P.M.

Thisisan open meding, and all are welcome.
The meding will be held at 8 Hawthorn Close, Watlington

WATLINGTON MEDICAL CENTRE

[tO©s the flu season again! Please ensure that if you are aged 65and ower you bookfor aflu jab as onas
possble. Thisis being offered freeto everyone over 65 and to those who are & high risk from the compli-
caions of flu, e.g. those with respiratory problems such as asthma, emphysema, chronic bronchitis, thase with
heat problems, diabetes, kidney problems, towered immunity, and some other condti ons. The Patients Group
held an evening meding in October with the topic of ADHD (attention deficit hy-peradivity disorder) being
well covered by Sonya Moss our Hedth Visitor ad VVal Stout, whorunsalocd projed to give information and
suppat to families who have members with ADHD. Many thanks to those of you who attended, | hope the
information was useful and interesting. Thanks aso to those who dorated raffle prizes. The £100first prize was
won by alocd patient, | am sure they were delighted.

In common with the other Pradicesin West Norfolk we have had to stop taking repea prescription requests by
telephore. There can be no exceptionsto this, so pease do nd ring in to reception to request this as the
receptionists are finding more and more of their time is being spent deding with these cdl s, to the extent that
other patients are finding it hard to get through to spe&k to us. We ae ale to take repea requests by fax on
01553 811440, by posting or droppng in your repea dlip. Please dlow threeworking days from usreceving
your request to coming in to colled theitems. Have ahappy and hedthy festive season.

Christmas and New Yea Opening Times
Wednesday 24th December : Sugery will closeat 4 pm. Thursday 25th Decamber : Closed Friday 26th

Decamber : Closed

Saurday 27th December : Open as normal - Emergenciesonly
Sundg 28th Decamber : Closed Monday 29%th Decenber : Open as normal

Tuesday 30th December : Sugery dosesat 12 noon anormal
Wednesday 31st Decamber : Sugery will closeat 5 pm. Thursday 1st Januay : dosed Friday 2nd Januay :

Open asnormal

The emergency doctor can be mntacted by telephoning 01553 810253



Competiti on For a brassplaque onthe Vill age Sign !

Win £50!
How to enter
Describein the gpaceon the reverse of thispage, in no more than 50
wordsthe historical background of the Watlington village sign and
what it depicts, also (a) who donated the original sign and (b) who carved
it; bearing in mind that your words may go oto abrassplaquefixed to

sign. The £50prizemoney (which has been anonymously
to the person who gvesthe most descriptively accurate
the scene depicted on the sign and the rrect answersto

the base of the
donated) will go
interpretation of
(a) and (b) above.

Fill i n your name, addressand telephone number below, write your brass
plaque description in the spaceprovided and send your completed entry to:
The dhairman, Watlington Gossp, 69 Station Road, Watlington, PE33 OJF

ADDRESS

TELE PHONE.
NOW SEE THE REVERSE OF THIS PAGE FOR THE COMPETITION

VILL AGE SIGN COMPETITION
Write your entry in the spacebelow andsenditto pDJARY DATES

the addresson the front of this column. A compil ation d all the forthcoming daes that
Remember, nomore than 50words, and dease anpear in thisisaie of vour Watlinaton Gossp
write

or print your entry clealy. DECEMBER

6th, Pre-Christmas Fund Raising Morning at the vil -
................................................................ lage hall .Also Social Evening, Quiz and Radng.

(see oming events on page 5 for further detail s).
................................................................ lIth and 12h, Denver Windmill Celebrations (see

the Leaher Shop advertisement).
............................................................. 15th, Watlington Banner meding (seepage 17 for

detail s) :
................................................................ 20th, The Information Officewill be dosed urtil 6th

January .
.......................................................... 24th, Vill age Festival of Nine Lesons & Carolsin

the church of St Peter & Paul.
................................................................ 25th, Midnight Massof Christmas.

30th, Mill ennium Green AGM, seepage 15for de-
............................................................... tail s.

Seethe Medical Centre©s Christmas opening (and
................................................................ closing) times on page fifteen.

Who carved the original ?:- JANUARY
7th, &h, 9th and 1@h, Watlington Players
Pantomime,GOLDILOCKSO.
13th, W.I. Meding, ©TitehwelRSFB Reserve©a tak.



20th, Western Mobil e Poli ce Station, onthe Angel carpark.
................................................ FEBRUARY

............................................................ 1st, Closing date for the BrassPlaque competition on
................................................................ agemine/ten.
10th, Watlington Gossp Annual General Meding
........................................................... (segpage 12 for detail s).
10th, W.I. Meding, ®listory of Stree FoodSatak. Who presented
the original sign?:-
16th, Obelon Puppets (seemore detail s on page 5).
17th, Western Mobil e Poli ce Station, onthe Angel

MARCH
9th, W.I. Meding, The Cure of Bright LightsO, a talk.
16th, Western Mobil e Poli ce Station, onthe Angel

ca park.
RULES OF THE COMPETITION
1. Entrants must be resident in the vill age of Watlington. 00000000
2. Only one entry per person.
3. The competition judges reserve the right to refuse ay entry
withou giving areason for so ddng. HELPFUL HI NTS_(l) .
4. Entrieswill not be acceted after 1st FEBRUARY 2004 To make aredly light Yorkshire puddng or
5. The d_edsion d the judgesisfinal and nocorrespordencewill be pancd(e mix: take the €9 and Separate the
entered into. white from the yoke, bea in the yoke, then
Thewinner will be announced in the next issue of the lightly whisk the white, and fold that into the
;Natlmgton Gossp which isdue out early in March g 2004 mixture last of all. HEL PFUL HINTS (2)

Before squeezing oranges or lemons, warm them
in the oven, a stand them in amost bailing
water, only for a minute or so, in order to gain

Method

Fry mincegently in adry saucepan urtil itis

browned.

Add chopped ononandfry for five minutes.

Add soupto saucepan and gradually add ore can

of

water, or half water and milk.

Stir well and add dced carot.

extrajuice

WATLINGTON PAST & PRESENT Thedebrief
The Watlington Past & Present Working Party had a further meeting on the 3 November to discussthe
feedbadk from the weekend and the posshbilit y of doing something like thisagain. As more people have mme
forward with items of interest it was suggested that there was sufficient interest in locd history to consider the
formation d aWatli ngton History Group.
Anyone interested in forming such a group pease get in touch. Contad detail sinitially please to the Watlington
Information Centre or The Gosdp. A further meding of those who are interested will be aranged in the nea
future.

00000000

YOGA
Y ogaisthe basis for modem day physiotherapy and exercise dasses. The benefits are nat merely physicd, bu
youwill findthat Y oga has the power to cam the mind, increase your concentration and give the aility to
cope with tension. It isfor al ages where stretching, toning, controlli ng posture, improving poise axd kalance,
and relaxing techniques are incorporated into an art form. | tead yoga, and if youwould be interested in ayoga
classbeing started duing the day at the vill age hall ona Tuesday, or would like to know abou yoga please
contad me, Carole Henry, ©Aysgarth®7 Station Road, Watlington, telephore: 01553 810933Email:
horace@henryh3 freeserve.co.uk



00000000

WATLINGTON BANNER
Calling dl needle-workers andcraftspeople!!! We ae hopng to make abanner representing Watlington, bdh
past and present, to hang in the vill age hall .
Aninitial meding to dscussthis projed (and hopefully get it under way) will be held in the vill age hall
committeeroom on
Monday 15h Decenber, at 7.30p.m. If you are interested please mme dong, or telephore Chris Kilbeeon
810451, o Kate Carpenter on 810381

00000000

RECIPE TIME
Savoury Mince

Youwill need 11b of mince atin of condensed

mushroom soup, ore onion, and two carots, along

with optional seasoning.

Set your oven temperature for a180°c (350°to 375°

F)orgasreg. 4/5.

WATLINGTON WOMENSINSTITUTE

Our September Meding was open to ou men friends but nat many braved it, missng out onthe lovely re-
freshmentstoo. Victory Willi amson, Mole Controller by appantment to HM The Queen at San-dringham
kept us amused and fascinated with his description d hiswork kegiing moles and aher pests at bay. Not for
the faint heated the size of some of the wasp nests he brought to show us.

In October we were visited by Pam Jones of Excd 2000and joined in with the exercises designed to keep us
adive and mobil e no matter what your age. Our AGM in November took s to the end o an adiveyea in
which members not only enjoyed the monthly medings but have dso been ontrips which included the Holi day
onlce Show in Norwich and d course the spedal showing of the Calendar Girls film in Dereham.

We now look forward to the next 12 months in which the planning committeehave organised some interesting
speders and oudings for us al to enjoy. We ae an adive and friendly groupand look forward to welcoming
new members at our medings that are held in the Vill age Hall on the second Tuesday of every month.

Forthcoming Medingsin 2004
January 13" Titehwell RSFB Reserve
Mr David Hennessy
February 13" History of Street Food
Revd Paul Kinsey
March 9" @he Cure of Bright Lights©
Dr Stephen Ashworth

00000000

WEDNESDAY CLUB

A poem from Mrs Mary Gay of 15 Lacey Close.

The Wednesday dubisthe placeto med Old and rew friends there to gred Inspirations there you will
find Maybe a quizto clear the mind

Often, new hobkies will cometo light And sometimes a talk will put things right Sowhy nat join us, if
you aefreeYouwill also get a nice awp o tea.

We have passed from aglorious simmer and a spedaaular autumn and nov winter is truly with us. In August a
coach took members for amost enjoyable day to Fritton Lake - alovely placeto wander aroundin the
sunshine.

On 1Qh September we were provided with an excdlent talk, with ill ustrations, onthe history of Denver Mill .
Mr James Sharp of Bates Woodis amost enter



taining and knowvledgeable speaker who imparted his enthusiasm for the Mill with fascinating tales of its
building, its millers and its attradions today. The Mill i s open all yea except Christmas, and can be visited
winter and summer alike andiswell worth seang.

Our seaond September meding was a visit to CaithnessCrystal Visitor Centre. We enjoyed agoodlunch, a
demonstration o making gassornaments, avideo and an oppatunity to explore the vast and tempting show
room. Asaresult of thisasmall donation was made by CaithnessCrystal to the parish church©s window apped.
The Annual General Meding was held onthe 8th October, followed by alovely cream tea provided by the
committee

On the 2nd October we leaned abou the Hansedic League andits placein King©s ynnOsistory. Our spedker.
Doctor Paul Richards rewarded ou interest with his glendid colledion d slides and hsvast knowledge of the
subjed. We shall lean more éou King©s Lynn©s history from Doctor Richards when he takes us on atour of
True©¥ ard onthe 26th November.

Anather visitor at that meding was Father James Nolan, who came to receve adoretion from the Wednesday
Clubfor the dhurch window fund. It was a pleasure to welcome him there and to leam that the vill age©s
resporse to the gpped had been so generous.

On the 12th November we were deli ghted to welcome visitors from Magdaen Happy Circle, St German©s
Sunshine Club, and Wormegay and Tottenhill Over 60s Club,to join usfor amusicd afternoon.Mr Alf

WATLINGTON PRE-SCHOOL

SUMMER
EXTRAVAGAN ZA

on Watlington Church Field Saturday, July 10th 2004

Gosling of Walpale St. Peter soon had us snging along with ou fed tapping as he sang and dayed his guitar.
A cheeful event to brighten adull November day.
Members are now looking forward to ou Christmas Party on the 10th Decamber; also avisit to Thursford
Christmas Show, and avisit to the Pantomime in Norwich onthe 7th January.
There will be aBeédle Drive onthe 14th January, a gentle Reep fit@&esgon with Mrs Joyce Bail ey onthe 28th
January, an afternoon d locd video presentation onthe 11th February, and a pancake and craft afternoon on
the 25th February.

Brendal. Newman, chairman

00000000
From Lynn News & Cambridgeshire Herald, 6th October 1922

WATLINGTON - The Courcil Schod re-opened on 2%h September having been closed for afortnight through
an epidemic of Measles which broke out in the vill age soonafter closing for the halidays.

If youwould like to enter yourself or ateaminto any of the events|listed below or for general enquiries please cdl
Julia Suiter on 01553 811887 078766187BMhter yourself in our 5k fun run and ke the first over the line to
open ou event.....

Along with

Gilli an Sheppard MP and Doctor Hugh Lacey

NOTESFROM THE PAST
Researched by BrendaLeedell Extrads from Lynn Advertiser 1919

Januay 1" 1919- Military Medalli st Home:- Cpl J Fryett 2/10 Batt Middiesex Regiment has been hane on
leave. Hereceved the Milit ary Medal for conspicuous gall antry during adion in Palestine.

Watlington - Lt H Riches, RAF BaloonSedion hes been staying with his parents at the Post Office before
returning to Germany.



June 13'€1919- Local Honou - The name of Mr Harry Riches, BaloonRepairs Sedion, Nol AD, eldest son
of Mr G Riches of the Post Office, appeasin thelist of birthday honous as having been mentioned in
despatches for rendering valuable servicesin the ar during the war. In aletter to Mr Claxton he states; "I have
had my ball oonset onfire by enemy aircraft onfour occasions, and ead time | had to jump with my parachute
to eath. Also | have had my balloon re&k away and dift towards the Hun. Lines, and onthis occasion the

ball oonascended to the height of 12,000fed while | was destroying everything in the basket of use to the
enemy, and | had to jump from that height which has proved to be the record height for a parachute descent, it
taking me 9 @ minutes to reat the ground.l came down in noman©s land and hed to lie in a shell hole until it
became dusk before 1 could regain ou lines. Neallessto say, it has been rather hair-raising at times but 1 have
been lucky having had the Hun agoplane ontwo occasions come badk and fire & me a | was dangling
helplessin mid-air on a parachute. But when ore comes to think that 1 was onthe Somme during the retrea of
1918and then through the advances onthe Somme again the same yea, and having dore nealy 280 houisin
the ar, withou any injury except afew bruises and severa rough landings, | think I can shake hands with
myself."

December 12 1919 Roll of Honour - The Courcil Schod Roll of Honou compil ed by the Head Teader
shows that as far as can be ascertained 85former scholars srved in the Grea War. Of these 151ost their lives,
2 gained commissons, 1wonthe DCM, 4 were avarded the Military Medal and nofewer than 25were
wounckd (severa of them 3 times).

MUMPING....... CAN ANY ONE HELP?

In January 1920it was reported in the Lynn News and courty Pressthat the ancient custom of MUMPING was
caried ou by the widows of the parish of Watlington (and met with the usual generosity). Can reader enlighten
us abou this custom?

OUT AND ABOUT with Mike Packwood

Out and abouis aseries of profiles and interviews which will appea in the Gosdp from time to time on
individuals and families that live in and aroundWat-lington. | am looking to interview interesting locd people,
who perhaps help athersin the ommunity. run small businesses or have unusual carees, life-styles or hobhes.
My first profile is of ayoung man who loves motor sport;

his name is Paul Haynes. Paul was brought up in Wat-lingtonandis a partner of C R
Haynes & Son, who oferate the franchise of Interlink Expressparceds for the King©&.ynn
areafrom their premises on Schod Road.

Paul©s unusual hobby is more of apasson. At wednds heislikely to be foundshort
circuit banger radng, at compad arenas such as the Speedway Stadium at Saddlebow or
Swalffham racevay. These venues are ided becaise spedators have the alvantage of
sedng the whole racetake placefrom one vantage point.

Paul racesin various different classes of carsincluding Bangers, Stox and Hotrods. He
admitsto puting hislife onthe line for the adrenaline rush, havever he says his ambitionisto kegy walking
away at the end d ead day©s rad ng-and maybe being able one day to race astretched iimo, just for the one-
upmanship of such alarge ca. So, any owners of stretched Simos out there, who perhaps would like to see
their pride and joy shortened in the mother of ail races, Paul isyour driver.Over the past yeas. Paul has racel
many diff erent vehicles from aFord Fiestato a Transit van; he tellsme he has also raced a ca towing a
caavan, athough he almitsthere is not much caravan left at the end d the race Favourite cas of histo race
have been VVaux-haii Astras and Ford Sierras.

Still living locdly. Paul ismarried to Lorraine and hes

two sons Robert and Ryan: Robert whois elevenishopng to start radng himself in the 2003season.

Banger radng at the weekend may seem strange to some people but to Paui, it isawonderful outlet after a
week of day-job presaure. Any brightly coloured car Paul drives will have histrack name of NOSHER or raang
number Il written on the side. Acrossthe bad of his car isthe team name ZXYOMMA, and hisradng
mascot, which is alarge stuffed toy mourted onthe rodf.




Like formula one, banger radng run a point system culminating in awinner©s trophy at the end d the season.
Points are eaned for best or fastest driver, the best judged paintwork ona competitor®car, even the furthest
distancetravell ed to get to arace

meding. Albeit too many bestsin ore paragraph, best of all. yes you©ve
guessd it, BEST CRASH. Banger radng to some of us, who have never been to aracemust be abit like
grown updodgem cas at the

fair. After interviewing Paul. he esaured me that the safety of drivers and spedatorsis paramourt and a
vigorous hedth and safety chedk is carried ou on ead competitor and car before
anyoneis alowed to race and part of this safety ched is a seasonal or day licence
obtained by the drivers, withou which a cmpetitor will not be dlowed on the trad.
However, acddents do heppen, the day after this interview with Paul afellow
competitor broke hisleg whil st radng at the Saddlebow Stadium. For safety reasons,
ead ca is dripped of any trim or flammable material such aslinings or seds, apart
from the driver©s of course, laglassand dashboard materia is removed, and doas,
bodas, bonrets and sunroofs are plated and bdted shut. Because of the nature of
Banger raang the thin pressed sted petrol tank at the bad of the majority@f cars hasto go, and ke replacel
with asmall strong sted petrol container bolted down beside the driver, who will be aleto operate ay cut-off
pump switches. Because of firerisks, fuel injedion engines are not allowed in competitiveradng. A strong
sted roll-bar system has to be fitted and ead individual driver will wea agood quality crash helmet, nedk-
brace ad full bang release harnesswhil st radang.

If anyone would like to knov more @ou banger radng at the King©s Lynn
track at Saddlebow phore Tradstar on 01754762544 o if you are onthe web., contad them at :
www.Stockcar-Raang.Co. UK.

If anyone in and aroundthe village would like to be interviewed for the Out and About series, or knows
someone who haes atrue life story to tell, just drop me aSine to 43PaieeClose. Watli ngtor+









