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EDITORIAL

In the autumn of 1998seven members of the mmmunity, most of whom had previously worked onthe
Watlington Vill age Appraisal, met to dscussthe possibili ty of producing a magazine suitable for the people
of Watlington. After long dscusson it was dedded and agreed that the idea was viable and that the "seven"
shoud go ahead with the projed.

First, what shoud the magazine be cdl ed? The problem was onsolved by Helen Rodwell, whowonthe
schod competition to find a name for the magazine. Her entry was the "Watli ngton Gossp" which was
considered to be the winner by the now named editorial team.

Sewndy, how could such apulicaion be funded? Well, with money left over from the vill age gpraisal,
together with a grant from the Norfolk Rural Community Courxcil, the team were ale to produce the first
isaue of the "Gosgp" in the spring of 1999.Thirdly, a source of continued fundng had to be found,as the
tean were determined that the Gosdp was nat going to be afive minute wonder. Would advertising be the
answer? Yes. So locd businesses and firms were approaded, together with anyone who hed a serviceto
offer and would contribute financially to advertise in the Gossp.

And so, with this the twenty-first issue, we celebrate the fifth birthday of the Watli ngton Gosgp; an
achievement that could na have been attained withou the huge support the team venture has received from
advertisers, the residents of Watlington who have kept the pages full with articles, poems, recipes, items of
locd interest, and stories (by the way, what happened to the Wall er?) and the various clubs, groups and
organisations that regularly submit reports, dates and times of their adivities - sometimes with agentle
prompt from the team. Also suppat from the printing department of King©s Lynn and West Norfolk Bar
ough Courxil, and al the people who are not onthe team but have helped usto deliver the Gossp. And
thanks are due to Mike Davies, ou cover artist, who, sincethe spring issue of 2001 tas produced the at
work for the front cover. Hiswork has truly enhanced the magazine. | apdogise if | have failed to mention
anyone that | shoud have.

In conclusion, it has been a pleasure to write this birthday editorial. The whole tean join mein off ering our
sincere thanksto those | have mentioned (and to thase | may have missed) for the help and support that has
been given to us, the alitorial tean, during the last five years. Please mntinueto doso, for we caanot do
our job withou you.

Geoff Beaumont

A member of the editorial team
CHRISTMASLIGHTS
By Andrew Famham, January 20041 began decorating the front of house with lightsin 1996with some 200
all told, for the pleasure of my own young family. Over the years this has become afull-time hobby which
invalves most of my family and friends.
The olledion d money has © far been for the Special Care Baby Unit at the Queen Eli zabeth Hospital,
Watlington Schod and Cancer Research. The @llection this year has been for the Michell e Sherwood
Cancer Fund (full detail s of which can be obtained from the treasurer, Jean Famham by phoring 01553
81042). | must thank you all for doreting £73956 for the fund,which isavery worthy cause. Thisyea 1
have displayed over 10,000 fairy lights and numerous rope light figures (most of which most were made by
me) together with aherd o reindeer and a new snowman. | also removed some trees to all ow a better view.
| opened upmy garage to display a singing Santa and some medanical figures. | am now starting 2004 by
making some new displays; so next Christmas will hopefully be bigger and better. My thanks to everyone
who helped me with the display.

[Footnote: Andrew hasto daeraised £2,100for charities snce199%].
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INFORMATION TO GARDENERS



(With tharksto Julyan Ansellfor the original article) Y oumay have heard that gardeners were being asked
to chedk through all thasetins, padets and bdtles of pesticides and chemicds onthe shelvesin their sheds
and garages and wse them up by the end of the 2003.

There ae 81 products affeded, 71 d which are lawn wed kill ers, ead containing dichlorprop which con
trols the broad leared weeds in lawns. The other 10 products contain ore of the foll owing:

Dikegulac, Resmethrin, 2,3,6 TBA, tar acids, and Triforine Manufadurers of these products have replacel
them with more aceptable items and thase containing any of the &owe list were due to be withdrawn from
sale by 24th July 2003.Theyshould have been discontinued in gardens by the end of the 2003.Continu-
ing to use these banned productsisin fact breaking the law!

Y ou have been war ned!

The reasonfor this? No, nd because of hedth concerns, bu simply that manufadurers have dedded nat to
financethe products through the EU pesticides review programme. It seems that chemicds are subjed to

such areview every ten yeas. If you till have products containing the @ove named chemicds don©t just
dump them in the bin ar, worse still, down the drain. If you have nat used up the itemsit is suggested that
you take them along to your neaest dump, which is equipped to hand e hazardous waste.

Y ou may obtain further information concerning this article on the Defra website 4. .......
www.defra.gov.uk/inews/2003pesticides.htm Or you could telephore. .........

©Public Enquiries© 08459 33557 TWhatever else you have dore & the beginning of this year, it is hoped that
you will not negled this warning. Sort out those off ending chemicas and get rid of them - BUT SAFELY!!

Watlington Village Hail
Saturday 17th April, at 7.30 p.m.

Proceeds to Watlington Church and Motor Neurone Disease

Enquiries to Richard Aisthorpe Telephone: 01553810940

LETTERS, LETTERS, LETTE RS

Thefirst letter is dated 1st Decanber 2003 andrefers to the alitorial in issue 20 andthe cmmment on page
9 of the sameisaue. It has been held by the Gossp committeefor this edition because it was felt that the
information it containsis pertinent, hoveve belated..............

Seasonal Gredings? perhaps not! When the reaent Christmas edition arrived onmy doormat, | was fill ed
with the usual interested anticipation d reading this very worthy and succes<ul journal, particularly asthis
one caried onits aways well -designed cover, images of warmth and seasonal good cheer.

Imagine my disappantment upon o@ning and dscovering some of the rather negative and, in my view,
one-sided comments contained therein from two contributors and the editorial. May | say that | do not
objed to the aring of views pulicly, bu think it only fair that any comments shoud be viewed in the
context of ALL thefads.

Firstly the eitorial. The comments about the recent Vill age Hall Management Committeededsion nd to
give any concesgon onthe hiring charge for afund-raising disco for the church windows shoud be on
sidered along with the following facts: The management committeg as trustees of the hall, are bound by
strict rules st down by the Charity Commisson and as such are individually and coll edively responsible to
ensure that they ad only in the dharity©s interests and properly coll ect and are resporsible for any monies
due to the dharity. This makesit very difficult to waive chargesin favour of one hirer against another. Both
the writer of the alitorial and the contributor onthe same subjed, because of their previous involvement
with the vill age hall, shoud be avare of this and also that members of the Parish Courcil are dso trustees
of the hall and have similar resporsibiliti es to the Charity Commisson. | think readers can be confident that
the vill age hall committeeonly took this deasion after much careful consideration d all the fads, and their
responrsibiliti es and their desire is always to provide afirst classfadlity in the vill age andto provideit ona
fair basis.

Y our contributor©s comments abou the relative hing charges of our hall and a neighbouing hall cannat, |
believe, be judged properly withou more information abou the running costs and owerheads of each

establi shment. Asfar as Watlington is concerned the anourts for the last few years, which are dways
avail ableto the pulic if they shoud request, or chocse to attend the annual general meeting, show that the
income from hirings more or lesskegps in line with the running costs. | note that the cost for the disco for
thisfundraiser was also £100,the same & the hall hire dharge. Was the disco asked to waive its charge or



give a concession? But then perhaps as it is a business it wouldn' t be expected to. The vihge hall also,
although it is a charity, must run as efficiently as a business.
The editorial also takes the school to task about its lack of contribution to the Gossip. Yes, as a vital part of
the community it would be nice to see an occasional submission, but is it really necessary to publicly
challenge them on this matter? The editorship of any publication carries many privileges but also has equal
responsibilities.
It is a shame the only letter received last time was a complaint and from one who did not want their name
disclosed. Their comments are fair enough but, have they thought that the prize was donated by someone
who had nothing better to offer, but still wanted to help the medical centre for all it does for the commu-
nity? I hope your contributor took the matter up with the centre and feel it a pity that they felt the need to
publicly criticize the organisation.
After working for most of my life in the public sector I know that anyone or any organisation providing
something for the public is always open to criticism whatever is done, whether it is provided by paid or
voluntary workers. As the saying goes, "You' re damned if you do and you' re damned if you don' t". I realise
that some will say that these arguments are academic and don' t help the community, especially th younger
members and give out a negative response. [ don' t believe this to be the case and believe that most
reasonable people, older and youngsters alike, will understand when ALL the facts are explained to them
and that in the real world things have to be paid for, whether it be personal items or community facilities.
The views expressed here are entirely my own and not necessarily representative of any group or or-
ganisation in which I may be involved. Finally, I should like to pay tribute to all those in the village who
carry out many tasks on behalf of the community, unpaid, to provide the many facilities for which, I
believe, we should all be proud and which make this village a pleasant and much sort after place to live.
This also includes those who express their contrasting views in this successful publication.
It may be too late now for wishing seasonal greetings but perhaps not too late for best wishes for the rest of
2004 to all your readers.

Mike Cooke, Warren Close.

The Watlington Gossdp was establi shed five yars ago to inform and refled the opinions and viewpoints of the entire \ll age cmrmunity. This
it will do, without fear or favour, so long as the comrrunity continues to consider the magazine a useful adjunct to village life, by supporting
its pages with local articles and items of interest...................the editorial team.

LETTE RS, LETTERS continued

Dear Watlington Gossip

I am writing on behalf of myself and my family about the disgusting reply from the Village Hall
Management Committee on their decision not to give a discount, or even for free, those who wanted to
raise money for the church windows. What a way to encourage teenagers to do good in the village, let alone
in the world.

We thoroughly agree with Jean Golding and Mrs Jeanette Rodwell' s comment on the state of some people' s
minds in this village. We thought the broken windows had brought the village together but it seems the
village hall management are an exception. Personally, I think that there is a certain group of people in the
village who think they have the right of use of the hall at all times, and it is they who look down on the
teenagers. Whereas there are people in the village (and surrounding villages) who spend a lot of their own
time doing good at their own expense.

We are ashamed that other villages should hear of this decision and perhaps they will have second thoughts
on how to make good.

Mrs Seaman (Fair field Lane) & family

00000000
The next letter, received at the beginning of 2004 comes from outside our own

Following receipt of the latest Watlington Gossip No. 20, I noticed a request for more information on
" mumping' . I immediately referred to Keith Slpgx' s excellent book "Lam yourself Norfolk" (a
comprehensive guide to the Norfolk dialect) which contains a Norfolk/English dictionary.



An entry there refers to Mumpers - carol singers or performers of traditional plays at Christmas. In Norwich
beggars went mumping on St. Stephen©s Day (Boxing Day). So then, tamystery is ©lved and row we
know. Perhaps the Watlington Players would like to revive the traditionin 2004?
Moving onto the mmments by Jeanette Rodwell abou the Vill age Hall Committeg | concur that the
committeemade avery poor dedsion. | have been led to believe that withou the w-operation d the church
and Ely diocese the vill age hall would never have been bult! | canna beli eve the small minded-ness of a
few who clealy do nd wish to foster any sense of community amongst the youth of the village. Thankfully
the same gproach is not held by the ammmitteeof the Wormegay and Tottenhill Village Hall, who hel ped
the now thriving youth club, by waiving the hall fee for afew months whil st the dub got establi shed. Onto
some good news, which has grown ou of the inspiration and successof the Gossp, we in Wormegay and
Tottenhill have started producing the Wormhill Mardle. Using the remains of the funds from our very
successul Jubilee céebrations, we dedded to provide anewsletter for the residents of Wormegay and
Tottenhill . We ae now working on aur third issue which is due out in the New Year. | would also like to
take this oppatunity to wish everyone who produces this excdlent pullicaion avery Happy New Yea. K-
ind Regards,

Andrew McAdam Castle Road, Wormegay

To the Gosdp

On apositive nate, | would like to et people know that the coommunity spirit thrives in Watlington. We
have dedicated people who give up their time, take on resporsibili ty, work hard and make difficult ded-
sions. We have voluntee's who manage and maintain ou Vill age Hall, na to mention thase who helped pu
the buildings there in the first placelt is volunteer's who keep the information Centre open, are developing
Angel Field and run ou Pre-Schod, clubs and aher community groups. At the schod, vduntee's and staff
give uptheir free timeto be governors, or raise money to provide extraresources for the cildren.

I know of so many people doing so much that | cannot mention you al, | have not even met al of you.
Perhaps other people they would like to mention. For my part | would like to take my hat off to all of the
following, in no @rticular order:

From my time with the Watli ngton Under Five©sMariane, Leanne, Glenys, Helen, Sharon, Hayely,
Michelle, Amanda and Lisa.

From my time on the Watli ngton Vill age Hall Management Committee- Terry, Mike, Brian, Joy, Barbara,
John,Ted, Kate, Jill, Trevor, Mick, Bill, Claire and Jean.

As amother of two small children | would like to thank everyone who has srved onthe Pre-Schod
Committeg particularly Paula, Carol, Clara, Karen, Sarah and Helen.

I have recently beacome a schod governor and am meding still more dedicaed vduntees, thistime intent
ongiving our community the best schod that they can:- John,Norman, Brian, Sarah, Richard, Mike, Jenny,
Cyril, Julyan, Debhie, Gilli an, Jayne, Susan and Hazel.

The paositive impad these people have had on ow community far outweighs any criticism that may be
justly, or unjustly, lain at their fee. We have been here for only four years and Watli ngton is the most
adive andfriendy place we have lived, you just have to get invalved to discover it.

THE RECTOR WRITES The Secret of Inner Peace

People today are nat at peace within themselves. Basically they do nd know whothey are and what their
lifeisall abou. Thisisasourceof anxiety, worry and even violencein their lives. As Christians we have
every reason to love ourselves because of our faith, and yet, we often feel unable to love ourselves becaise
of fear. Uncontroll ed fear, even of God, whom we see @& an uncompromising judge, prevents us from
knowing and loving ourselvesin a aedive, sharing, way.

It isthe enemy within us which destroys our inner peace and takes away our freedom to share our lives with
others. It cuts us off from trying to discover who we redlly are andwhat is our purposein life. If we ae
never able to get to know who we are, then hon can we eren begin to love ourselvesin a positive way?
For us, Christ isthe perfect example of true freedom of love and peace He was human like usandin his
life he shows us what true human freedom is, and what it can achieve for our peace and fulfilment in life.
When we aetrueto ouselvesin ou daily lives then we will be & peace within ouselves. In ou Christian
faith we know that God is our father who undrstands our weaknesses and fea's and leaves us free to grow
as personsin ouw own way. He knows that in true freedom lies our only hope of growing in peace ad
appredation d how wonderful it isto be dive.



Jesus from the age of twelve until thirty was perfectly at peace with Mary and Joseph where he grew as a
person in the freedom of his own home and village. We grow to, in our own individual situations, and we
will get to know and love ourselves because in our lives we are open to God and to people.

We will never achieve this if we allow fear to control our lives. As Christians we should be among the fre-
est people in the world and yet, because of our exaggerated and false notion, we are filled with fear. Fear in
purely natural terms isolates us so that we live on an emotional island of self-centredness. If we live for and
by ourselves alone then we will never make meaningful contact with other people. We will have no-one
with whom we can measure our reactions so that we never know who we really are. It is only when we
control our fear that we are on the road to self discovery and peace.

As Christians the Holy Spirit does this for us, so that we know who we are and acknowledge our weak-
nesses and strengths. Through our contact with others we discover the intrinsic value of being true to
ourselves. Then we will know what we should or should not do in order to grow in peace as a person. The
wrong interpretation of religion robs us of our freedom and humanity. In the healing ministry of holy
church it has been found that loneliness is the major cause of people' s unhappiness and isolation. Instead of
loving themselves in a truly positive way, many people shut themselves away from human contact and
never become the kind of open peaceful person which is God' s will for them.

The person who lives for himself alone denies himself the oxygen of human friendship. He is not in love
with who he is and thinks that in the final analysis he is basically unlovable and remains a complete loner.
The happiness of heaven never breaks through because he has never come alive in the world. He rejects in
practice God' s creation in him. Té fear to be ourselves in our world is the most difficult emotion to control
or to heal, because people do not know of what they are afraid. As Christians we know that God loves us,
especially at those times when we can see no reason for loving ourselves.

Knowing and loving ourselves is only the beginning of our search for peace. The search for ourselves is
really our search for God. Only he can light up our lives and lead us gently on the path to self-discovery. He
will show us that our neighbour is part of our family and his. Then, and only then, will we begin to know
who we are.

We will move out into a brave new world with hope and expectancy. The bonds of fear will be broken and
we will at last be free to know and loves ourselves. There is no greater freedom or way to peace. We will
never know love in any form as long as we are ruled by fear. The old saying is still true, "Fear knocked at
the door. Faith answered. There was no-one there".

A very happy, blessed and peaceful Easter to you all From Father James and Helen.

Dates for your Diary

Sunday, 21st March at 11 a.m.
Mothering Sunday
With uniformed organisations. All age worship (with communion). Flowers for the children and simnel
cake.

Good Friday, 9th April at 11 a.m.

Stations of the Cross

Easter Sunday, llth April at 11 a.m.
Village Festival Eucharist

Sunday, 18th April 2 p.m.—5.39p.m. Country and Western Concert in the Church.
COMM UNITY DEVELOPMENT
From Mr G Watkins, Anti-Sacial Behaviour Co-ordinator

As a resident of Watlington and the "someone" appointed to the position of Anti-Social Behaviour Co-
ordinator within the Borough Council I felt the need to write this letter after reading the editorial in the
Christmas edition of the Village magazine. My reasons for this are twofold:

1. To ensure the residents of Watlington that I am real and carry out duties which assist those suffering
from anti social behaviour.

2. To try and create a balanced observation for the readers who may have, like me,



misinterpreted the statement "The fact that the Council now employ someone with the title
of ©AntiSocial Behaviour Offica© seems omewhat surreal”.

3.
| have recently presented myself to the Parish Council i n Watli ngton and explained to them the duties |
carry out and haw | assst with the problems that come to ou attention. | also explained the need for
everyone within society to aacept resporsibili ty and "stand upto be wurted" when the need arises. My
duties canna be fulfill ed and | canna assst unlessl am guaranteead the support and bading of the masses!
| am presently investigating a matter in the vill age which | hope to assst in resolving, or at least point in the
right direction what may be the best route to take. Thisis the second matter that | have dealt with sincemy
appantment in February 2003.The second, wnfortunately is a present on hold, awaiting suppat of the
vill agersto allow adionto be taken.
Lastly, | would like to ask youto look at the vill ages of Walpadle St. Peter, Upwell and North Woatton, all of
which arein one way or another suffering from the dfeds of unacceptable behaviour whichisjust as
endemic in this borough as anywhere dse in the courtry. Positive adionis being taken by the Coun
cil/ Poli ce partnership, with the asgstance of the villagers, to eradicate this behaviour from their area. It is
only with the suppat of these brave people, who are prepared to stand upand ke wuned, that we ae ale
to cary out thisadionto allow them to live in peace ad quet - which is not a gift but aright.
| have recently received a phore call of thanks from one resident who told me their lives had returned to
normal after our intervention.
I hope thisinformation hes asssted youin urderstanding the role | play in this gructure and assured you
that | am very red, very pasitive and very much ©in the faces© of anyone who commits arsibcial behaviour
in the Borough Courcil area



PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

From Colin Vince, Clerk to the Parish Council At the time of writing, adecisionis awaited from the
Borough Planning Authority onthe goplicationto buld 182 hoges on the land adjacent to the school. The
Parish Courcil has made strong representations on this matter and the devel opers have had to modify their
detailed pans, partly in response to the Courcil ©s views.

An ©in principle© award has been made by the Bmigh Courcil towards the new play equipment projed. If
thisis confirmed in March it will allow the Courcil to hopefully unlock a much larger grant from a
potential funder. The Council has had an accesshili ty audit carried ou on the Reaeaion Groundand
Warren Close Play Areato ensure that the Courcil medsits resporsibiliti es under the Disabili ty
Discrimination Act. Issues raised in the audit will be dealt with in conjunction with the play equipment
projed. Parishioners are reminded that the Recreation Groundand the play area @ Warren Close ae ©No
Dogs, except Guide DogsO zones.

The Courcil i swaiting to seeif any proposed traffic management measures will be included in the County
Courcil©s Traffic Management Programme for 2004/5 before committing resources from parish funds.
Thereis currently a County Courcil propacsal to reducethe speed limit to 40 miles per hou along the entire
road between the vill age and Runcton Hoime, and it is expeded that thiswill come into effed shortly. Also,
the Cournty Courcil will be carying out an assessment of the need for afootway from the Vill age Hall car
park to Mill Road, after arequest from the Parish Council . Parishioners will be pleased to nde that after
Courxil I obbying. Rectory Lane and Fen Road are now included onthe winter gritti ng route.

Following vigorous local oppasition, the propasal to close the Watli ngton Road to Tottenhill , which was
reported to the Courcil solely onthe grounds of traffic safety, has been withdrawn. The Parish Courcil has
agreed a precept for 2004/2005 d £21,500an increase of £1,500 orlast year, the alditional amount being
raised to off set the lossof the ancurrent grant scheme, whereby the Borough Courcil funded part of parish
expenses. Negotiations with the Ely Diocese over the lease of the Glebe Land are till continuing andit is
hoped that a satisfactory leasing arrangement can naw be agreed in reasonably quick time. Following
investigations by courcillor Leedell, the Courcil has organised a wrredion to the War Memorial. Sidney
Challi s has now rightly taken his placeonthe roll of honou of the parish©s fallen heroes.

The Courxil i s currently working in partnership with the Borough Courril to provide an anti-social
behaviour prevention scheme in the garage areain

10
Britton Close. The Courcil ©s contribution will preide alditiona li ghting to the aea. The Courcil has
funded an additional hour aweek to litter picking to help keep the vill age tidy. Both of our two new litter
pickers areto be cmmmended for their eff ortsto rid the vill age of unwanted litter. The Courcil i s also
fundng a new community natice board to be located ouside the Medicd Centre.

PLANNING REPORT

The foll owing approvals have been receved from
the Borough Courxil:

6 Chestnut Close - Extensionto dwelli ng.

Angd Public House - Single storey extensionto
form bar area.

Adjacet to 54Mill Road - Construction d house
and garage.

47 JohnDavis Way - First floor extensionto

dwelli ng.

Park View, Lynn Road - Extension and alterations to
dwelli ng.

117 Downham Road - Two storey extension.
Adjacent to 2 Paige Close - Construction d garage.
8 Glebe Avenue - Extensionto dwelli ng.

The gplicaionfor agarage & 31 Thieves Bridge
Road was withdrawn and the gpli cation to change
agricultural use landto garden use land at Polver
Farm was refused.

00000000



WATLINGTON PLAYERS

From Kate Car penter

The panto "Goldil ocks and the ThreeBears' was very well receved, we still had empty seds for the first
two nights and were asolutely full for the last threeperformances, bu we can©t seethe answer to it. The
show was certainly enjoyed by those who came. The beas were auddy, the baddies very bad, and the
Goodes very good.

Our next big productionisto be"GUYS AND DOLLS" in July. We have drealy cast it and are working on
ideas for staging it. It isamajor undertaking for us, we ae hopng for asell-out, so look ou for pulicity
and bookng office details neaer the date.

We med on Friday evenings, and welcome everybody, as we are avery friendy and goen society. So
whether you want to be on stage or want to be involved in ather aspects of the dub, either turn upon a
Friday, or phane me (Kate Carpenter) on 810381 por any member of the cmmmittee

00000000

"It takes a great ded of effort to make something look eff ortless”

Thanksagan

Onceagain, throughou the winter months the King©&ynn Bowmen Archery Club have made use of the
large hall at Watlington Village Hall on Sunday mom-ings in pursuit of their sport. This has al owed usto
get, together as a dub during the\ more inclement weaher when it might otherwise have been impossible
for usto follow our chasen adivity. This has been essentia for the continuity of pradice and socia
interadion between members and the maintenance of a strong, thriving club.

The dubis small, with oy 34 current members, na al ” of whom shoa regularly.© Nor do al our
members enjoy shoaing indoas at very close range, which, it hasto be said is smewhat claustrophobic,
but there have been 140r 15 archers - four of whom live within the vill age - regularly attending during the
past four months, some of whom would nd have been prepared to shoa out of doars under any
circumstances during the winter. The organisers of the achery club would like to thank the Watli ngton
Village Hall Committeefor allowing the dubto use the faciliti es over the past months. From the end of
March we shall again move out of doarsto ou target range & Walton Highway, where we shall pursue our
sport during the spring, summer and autumn months.

If anyone locdly would like information concerning archery generaly, or the King©s Lynn Bowmen
Archery Clubin particular, please mntact Barry Sheas on King©s Lynn 810203.
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AVIEW FROM NORTH LONDON

From" DeryckandKaren"

The Christmas edition d the Gossp made interesting realing.

After ahedic festive periodin Londonwith parents and children coming and going, it was ajoy for usto
be bad in Watlington for some peace and quet. Reading through the various articles it seemed to us that
there was a definite lack of praise for the vill age in general.

The main editorial pointed ou some pretty disappointing aspeds of life in the vill age, so we felt that we
might like to have acontrasting report from where we live and work the majority of the time whil st our
children finish education etc. The last week has seen ou eldest son (16) and hisfriend robbed at knifepoint
and dlightly injured by four men in their 20s, only 30 yards from a busy shopping street in Highbury, at
8.45in the evening. The palicewere sympathetic but held ou little hope of an arrest, athough they have &
least stepped-up petrolsin the aea (the northern edge of 1slington) where house prices and crime seem to
rise in tandem!

The following day, two boys from my youngest son©s classat seandary school were qué badly injured
when they were forcibly geded from a moving bus by children from arival schod. Finally, my partner,
whois expeding a baby in the latter half of January, was watched by the driver of ared bus as e slowly
tried to reach the bus waiting at the bus dop. He then drove off as e was reading for the hand rail to get
onto the open patform. Apparently, thisis the latest revenge tadic who have had enough of the London bis
travelling pulic! Infairness thiswas an unwsually bleak week; however, it hasreinforced ou resolve to
start buil ding an aternative home with more of acommunity fed. Whil st we & parents/carers for two
teenage boys dare the anxieties described in the main editorial regarding the behaviour and whereabouts of
our offspring, we have the alditional worry of the frequently hastile environment of the Londonstreets at
night.



We know that nowhere is withou its problems but Watlington hes a great ded going for it from where
weOre standing!

000 00000

MILLE NNIUM GREEN FLYOVER

From Mr UP Andover, MGFO Projea Officer For some time now residents of Watlington have been
rightfully concerned about the dangers at the exit of the Mill ennium Green and the road adjacent to the
Angd pubic house. The Parish Courril together with the Courty Council have been hdding secret
medings for some time now to dscussthe posshility of aflyover.

The last meding was held onMonday 30th February and it was dedded at that assembly that work would
commenceon Thursday 1st April 2004.The work will cause littl e disruption to pedestrians and traffic but
at key stages of the anstruction work there will be adiversion set up through the Angel car park and routed
behind the shop.Oncethe work is complete, there will be atwo-lane flyover from the exit of Church Road
and this will take the main buk of the traffic heading to the station and keyond. A glassescdator will be
put upin placeto carry pedestrians from the Mill ennium Green to the shop and the pub, with future plansto
extend this to the church and the vill age hall. Work shoud only take goproximately one year to complete,
with the official opening to be held onthe 29th February 2005,with Richard Branson as the guest of
honou.

Any further questions as to how this might aff ect the day-to-day harmony of vill age life please dired to the
name d thetop d thisarticle and NOT to the Parish Courxil .

000 00000

KING'S LYNN HOSPITAL IMHS TRUST LEAGUE OF FRIENDS

CHRISTMAS DINNER TABLE COLLECTION 2003
The total collected this Christmas From the Dinner Table Appeal

In
WATLINGTON Totalled: £153.70

A big Thank You to all who contributed and all who collected

Di Bentley, 7 Orchard Close, Watlington

[With referenceto the aboveitem: if anyone would liketo know where this moneygoes and onwhat it is
spent they shoud contact Di Bentleywho has a list of purchases made by the League of Friends during
2003.....Ed]
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The Gosdp comrrittee were very pleased to recave recently a sheaf of pages, each o which contained a
poem written by a pupl of Watlington C. P. Shool. We have pleasure in printing some of them here and
hope we shall receve morein future.......... Ed

LOST BELIEF

| was $x and a half years old.

My tooth came out.

| felt anxious as | placed it underneah my pill ow.
Morning came,

| awoke,

Excitedly | carefully peered beneath my head rest,
But no money was there.

All I could seewas my tooth

Staring mein the eye.

Disappanted | approached my mum.



| moaned and said
"The tooth fairy hasn©t come!"
"Oh no,l forgot." Exclamed my mum.
A shiver of disbelief ran through me,
As| sighed andlost belief in the tooth fairy!

By Harriet Purgal

THE WATCH

I lost my watch at schod.

| tookit out onmy sister because

| felt li ke punching somebody.

It was my first watch,

My Grandad baught it.

| only get to see him twice ayear

because helivesin Spain.

When it went tick tock it sounced like
my Grandad hitting a piece of metal
In hisworkshop.! lost my watch at schod.

Daniel Bull ock
Ouch, my eyes areitching, Brrr,
I©m getting cold,
Night is evil many ways, But not always.

| wish she would go away, She came doser, Night is © scay to me, My body is desperate
to dee.

| found ou it wasn©t red, That redly gave me the aegps, | woke up with fear, It was a
nightmare!

Seven, Year 6

LIFE IS LIKE.

The Pawn
Islike alittl e baby sitting there doing Nothing, ready to start the game of life. The
Rook
Islike aschod child rushing around keing threatened. The Knight islike ateenager moping around, no
threas, longing, relaxing. The Bishopislike apersonin their mid 30sjust finished university. The Queen
islike an dd woman in her 60s and 73, nahing trying to kill her. The Kingislike an dd person,too dd,
helpless getting threatened every day. Checkmate is like when you de, helpless The game of lifeis over.

Emna Little

00000000



Night?
Evening comesasday is
fading, Night comesin,
Shadows are living places,
Espedally at night.
Night comesin a aegy way,
Boy, she makes me slegy,
Andalittl e scared, She gives
me goaose bumps.

Sheweas a doak of darkness
Staring at me,

Her facereminds me of afrozen
place Slowly towards me.
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WATLINGTON INFORMATION CENTRE

The Information Centre has had a steady stream of visitors over the last months. The annual figures for use
of the phaocopier (over 9100copies) testify to this. The income raised from the copier has helped to
maintain a positive cah balancefor the Centre over the year.

A new feaure has been added to the vill age website. Thereis a page @lled ©OIld Friends© where messages
from people now living outside the aea ae posted, to help, for example, in tradng old friends or re-
seaching information about the vill age. If you have any information you wish to be posted orto the site
please cmntact the Centre. Most enquiries can be responded to dredly as email addresses are included
where avail able. The website has information and news on \ll age dubs and societies, the Parish Courcil
andlinksto ather locd and retional sites.

Thanks to the dforts of our volunteas, the Centre continuesto open threemornings aweek. New vol-
unteas are still welcome, giving a dhance to lean (or keg upwith) some office skill s. Voluntee's work in
pairs and youwill be given some on-the-spot simple training, so you will always have aguding hand

avail able. To become avoluntee simply drop into the Centre on aworking morning, or leave amessage
andwe will contact you.

A new constitution was adopted at the Annual General Meeting, held onthe 26th February and the annual
report of the Centre©s activiti es were presented along with the aanual accounts gatement.

The Centre offers the following services:

Full internet access

Email service

Word processing and spreadsheet packages
Photocopying (colour and standard)
Scanning facilities

Laminating

Locally arranged courses

Community information

Notice board

Open Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings
from 10am. to 12 noon.

Telephone: 810777 (messages may be | eft).

Email: wicgffice@watli ngtoninfo. corn

Web page: www.~watlingtoninfo.com

The Centreis at the east end dof the Village Hall, with



disability parking spaces adjacent.

00000000

"Inflation is when you find out that your nest egg won' t even make an omelette".

WATLINGTON VILL AGE HALL
From Mike Cooke

As we are well into a new year and all of life' s reglar activities seem to be going again, it would seem
appropriate, and perhaps of interest to readers, to review the many uses to which the Village Hall (both
large and small halls, committee/changing room, and office) is put. Just looking at the monthly programme,
a copy of which is on display in each hall and in the Information Centre, shows that the premises are not
unoccupied for long.

The Pre-School meet four days a week and on the remaining weekday the Under Fives meet. The Short Mat
Bowls Club and the Carpet Bowls Club each have two weekly sessions and the Badminton Club has one.
The Yoga Group has a weekly session and the K.L. Bowmen Archery Club meet every fortnight during the
winter months. The Watlington Players and COWPS have regular weekly sessions as well as their major
productions. The Luncheon Club and Women' s Institute meet once a month and the Wednesday Club twice
a month. The Watlington School of Dancing uses the hall on five days a week, the Baby Clinic twice a
month, a Speech Therapist has weekly sessions and the Parish Council meet every six weeks. Recently,
Adult Education have been running a computer course and, although the Quilting Club have at present
disbanded, it is hoped to start a Craft Group. The Watlington Youth Football Club regularly use the
changing room, and the Information Centre occupies the office three mom-ings a week.

The regular hirings are supplemented by fundraising events by these groups and others and by regular
events organised by the Village Hall itself, for its own funds. There are many private hirings in the course
of each year in the form of children' s and adult parties, weddingeceptions and anniversaries. Also other
hirings ranging from singing workshops to public meetings.

This amount of usage inevitably creates wear and tear on the premises which requires regular maintenance
and repairs to keep the hall to a standard to which the community is entitled. Fortunately, the regular
income from hirings normally covers the day- to-day running costs and fundraising events and the 200 Club
provide the resources to pay for major replacements and refurbishments. We are also fortunate to have
volunteers able to carry out some of the work, which keeps the costs down.

A sliding dividing screen has recently been installed in the changing room. This was part of the original
idea when the new extension was planned. Also, security on the external doors to the small hall has been
improved. The Management Committee is aware of the state of the car park and the need to improve it.
Unfortunately it is an expensive item to
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maintain but plans are in hand which will hopefully improve things in the near future. The Committee
always strive to organise events which are appealing to the village as well as providing useful and essential
funds to maintain the hall. The following are details of events planned so far this year:
Saturday 27th March at 7.30 p.m. A JazzEvening with the Woodside Swing Band. The return, once again of
this popular local band for an evening of easy listening, foot-tapping music. Tickets - to include a light
supper - £5 and £4 (concessions) in advance; £6 and £5 (concessions) on the door from Mike Cooke on
King' s Lynn 810732, or Brain Toates on King' s Lynn 810231.

Saturday 12th June.

Grand 50/50 Auction

A chance to turn out your lofts andpick up
a bargain.

Saturday 4th and Sunday Sth September. A Past & Present Exhibition (provisiond) A look at
Watlington, yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Saturday 16th October. Quiz Night.



Saturday 4th December. Christmas Fundraising Day and Saial Evening.
00000000

DOG WASTE

Could parishioners with dogs please ensure that they clear up after their pets and dispose of the waste ac-
cordingly? Either dispose of the waste at home or use one of the bins provided around the village for that
purpose. These are emptied on a weekly basis by the Borough Council, at a charge to the parish.

Please, under no circumstances put any dog waste in ordinary litter bins. Most of these bins are emptied by
volunteers and it is totally unacceptable that they should be expected to deal with this waste. Also, the
Borough Council will not empty litter bins they are responsible for if they contain dog waste. This plea
must have appeared in the Watlington Gossp six or seven timesin ore formor anaher over the last five
years. Suely it isnot too much to ask......... Ed

00000000

"Ideas are funny little things. They won' t work Unless you do"

"A speaker who does not strike oil In the first ten minutes should stop boring"

00000000

WATL INGTON POST OFFICE STORES

I think you will all have noticed that there are some new owners of the local shop. My name is Jim, my
wife' s name is Ann and the store manager is Riclrd. We were very apprehensive about the reception we
would get when we moved in, but our fears were soon allayed.

We took over the shop on the 21 st January and have been overwhelmed by the friendliness and hospitality
of the people of Watlington. The support from the people has really encouraged us and we are looking
forward to serving the community in the best way we can. We would really like to thank all who welcomed
us and for all the words of support.

Our intention is to build on the good work done by Colin and Allison by improving the store as and when
the opportunity may arise and by providing special offers as often as possible. Leaflets of all the offers will
be placed around the store for you to take away with you.

Our aim is to provide you with good quality products at very keen prices; the bread and milk is fresh daily;
fresh sandwiches and pasta salads are also available. We have already introduced a new range of wines for
you to try, along with an increased range in our off-licence section.

We are keen to provide the best service we can for the people in the area and hope to enjoy the coming

months and years in Watlington. Kindest Regards,
Jim, Ann and Richard
00000000

"Statistics are like a lamp post to a drunken man;
Useful for leaning on, but not very illuminating"
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THE WEDNESDAY CLUB
From Mrs B. J. Newman, Chairman Snow, snowdrops and crocuses - spring is on the way. However, my
report looks back to November when members of the Wednesday Club spent a day in King' s Lynn. We
visited the College of West An-glia where we were served an excellent lunch by helpful students in the
restaurant. In the afternoon we made our way to St Nicholas Chapel where we met Dr Paul Richards who
took us on a detailed tour of the chapel. Then on to True' s Yard, where we learned much about the life of
the fishing families. It was well worth the visit.
Christmas celebrations included our party, with a buffet, superb Christmas cake and a visit from Santa,
followed the next day with a coach outing to the Thursford Christmas Show, all of which put us in seasonal
mood.
A bright start to the New Year was a visit to the pantomime at Norwich, and a week later we held a beetle
drive - great fun. Future Events



10th March :Tak onfood additive 24th March : A visit to King©s Lynn Power Station 14h April: Easter
social afternoon 28h April : Antiques and Bygones, Mrs Baverstock 12th May : Visit to the National Stud
at Newmarket 26th May : African Violets, talk by an expert

We med at the Vill age Hall at 2 pm. Y ou are most welcometo join us.
00000000

WATLINGTON 200CLUB

November Winners
88 Mrs. M. Tinworth £40 72 Ms J. Bates £15 62 Mrs. K. Johnson £10 10Mrs.
A.Todey  £5 180Mrs. H. Smith £5

Decmber Winners
186Mrs. D. Horn 100 78 Mrs.J.Lester £1552 Mrs.S.Caey £10 200Mr. T.
Burton £5 49 Mr. A. Rogers £5

January Winners
174Mr.R.Beeby £4024 Mrs A.Cressey £15124Mrs.M.Napp £10 138Mrs. E.
Palmer £5 173MissJ. Harkness  £5

At the time of going to press there are threevacanciesin the 200 Club. Plesse contad a Vill age Hall
Committeemember or the Club aganiser ontelephore number 01553 81345.

00000000

FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT, 1- lith MARCH

Most of us, aswe do ou weekly, monthly or online shoppng for groceries buy basics like mffee tea,
sugar, cocoa, and rice, and we often dan©t think much abou who has grown them or which courtry they
have cmme from. Very often these foods are grown in the developing world by farmers and their familieson
small plots of land.

2004 sees two landmarks for those who have been campaigning for a better ded for small scale farmers
struggling to make aliving. It©s the 10th anniversary of the Fairtrade mark. This mark guarantees a better
ded for Third World producers, andis amark of quality. 2004also marks the 25th anniversary of
Traidcraft, an arganisation committed to fighting poverty through trade, supporting and training Third
World prodwcers, so that they become dfedive businesses, producing quality products.

Here is a chanceto support both these landmarks, either at a CoffeeEvening on §h March, a a Coffee
Morning on &h March - you will be very welcome. Lots of Fair Trade products to buy and some freebies
too.l am hopng to barow the sample dothing display as well. Barbara Church

FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT CoffeeEvening Friday 5th March, 7-9 p.m. Coffee Morning Saturday 6th March, 10-12 noon At 32
Fen Road, Watlington
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YET ANOTHER LETTER............

| fed | must write in answer to the cuge of articles in the last Gossp making the Vill age Hall Committee
the "Bad Guys' re "Church Windows" fundraiser.

| don®©t think that people redise that the Vill age Hal! isitself a charity and the hard working committee
made up d villagerstrying to dotheir best. They run at least three fundraisers a year towards capital in-
vestments 9 asto ke rents as low as possble for regular users, as well as covering the day-to-day run-

ning costs.

The vandalism to the hall and the surroundng areaiis a mnstant drain onresources. Broken lights, gutter-

ing, waste pipes, al add upto monthly bill s, and lately two lamp standards were damaged beyondrepair,
necesstating expensive replacement.

The committee aie very aware that youngsters need something to doand have baded to the hilt the basket
ball pitch, skateboard park and, in the past, the table tennis club and youth clubs. The Y outh Drama Clubis
till going strong and the latest youth organisation, football, has required the provision d a©folding wall© in
the coommitteeroom to make two changing rooms - this item was nat cheap.



Recently, when the youth drama had a wlledionand pu ona wncert for the Church Windows Appeal they
gave adonation d £50to the Vill age Hall . They reali se that someone has to pay for the vandalism they
themselves e

The Vill age Hall committee aie reasonable people, bu they have aduty of careto the hall itself and | am
sure they look at eadh request for asgstance with cae. Kate Carpenter, Sation Road

WANTED, VILL AGE SPORT CO-ORDINATORS

Plans from the West Norfolk Sports Courcil to appaint Vill age Sport Coordinators are moving ahead. The
first Vill age Sport Co-ordinators will be operable from the 1st March. £3® is avail able for someonein
Watlingtonto become aVill age Sport Coordinator. Want to knonv more? Call the Sports De-

velopment Unit or Paul Brandon,Sports Courcil Chairman, on 01553 768719.
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WATLINGTON SPORTSAND SOCIAL CLUB
Mick and Sylvia Desborough will be retiring from
the dub asjoint Stewards on 30" May 2004.

The dubislooking for a mude who are early retired
or semi-retired, who would be willi ng to take over
runnng the dub. Thiswould include coking and
cleaning.

For more detail s of duties etc, please contad: Mrs
Dawn Drake, 36 Paige Close, Watlington, King®s
Lynn, PE330OTQ - Telephore 01553 812070

Entertainment for 2004

April 24" Deon Damon

May 15" Quiz

May 29" Terry Carroll

June 12" Paul Copestake

July 10" Bondy

July 24" Robert London

Aug 14" King©sLynn BrassBand & BBQ

00000000

WATLINGTON W.I.
On ou December meding night we held our Christmas party at the Angel, as usual food and company
proved most enjoyable.
At our January meding Mr David Hennessy came dong from the Titchwell RSPFB Reserve and krought
some wonderful slides of the birds that migrate to the Norfolk coast from many placesin the world. He
made us reali se just how important the reserve isfor the protedion d birds and wildlife. A trip has been
organised to visit the reserve on Tuesday morning 27" April.
History of Street Foodwas the subjed that the Revd Paul Kinsey spoke to us about in February. The
Reverendis avery amusing and krowledgeable spe&er and he had also devised a short quiz. The prize for
the winner was gjar of his own jam. Don©t forget the Spring Fayre in the small hall at the Vill age Halt 24"
April 10.0am to 1200noon.Many stall sincluding: cakes, plants and crafts. Forthcoming Medingsin
2004April 13" My Free Bag of Oranges, Mrs HildaBondMay 11" - Fields of Gold - Fair Trade Video
June 8" - Birthday Party - Informality Barbershop
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IT STARTED AT SEA!
From D. W. Norris
I wonder how many people appreciate that so many phrases and expressions used in
our every day language spring directly from our long association with the sea?
Some of the sayings are not j often heard today, but many will be familiar in
contempo-, rary conversation. However, in some cases the meaning is rather unclear
and also misunderstood. The following is a good example:
During the days of sail a brass device, rather like an oversize egg carton, stood on the
@ cun deck, close to the cannons. This was called a "Monkey" and it held cannon balls
for the gun - a sort of equivalent to a modem ammunition ready-use locker. It is not
« difficult to appreciate what happened during icy weather.......
" "Cold enoughto freeze the ball s on a lrassmorkey' . If space was restricted, there
often was........
" Waeoomto swing acat” This did not refer to the four legged variety but

to a cat-o-nine tails.

Only recently, during the run-up to Christmas, a friend of mine came
home exclaiming that she was..........

"Loaded to the gunnels"

Another declared, at the outset of inclement weather

/ ! .\\.
to ------------- i :: ) \” 4
"Batten down the hatches" . e | NN
Not often heard today the response to someone D = =
speaking incomprehensively or nonsensically: g / ==y

Two English sailors decided to go to church during a' run ashore' it
a foreign country. The religion of the visited country was Catholic. '
Consequently, our two heroes could not understand a single word of
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the service in Latin. When asked by their shipmates how they got "i’—“

on, they picked one of the phrases in the liturgy and translated it as
far as they were able - their response..........
"// was all my eyeand Betty Martin . Seamen would often collect
pieces of unwanted hemp, leftovers from repairs to rigging. When
ashore, it was sold to make a bit of spare cash.........

"Moneylor old rope "
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An expresson nd too dten head today originated from shipmates who shared the rags with which they
pali shed the ship©s brightwork. If aquarrel deveped and they parted company..........
"Theyparted brass rags" Sounding the depth of water with ahand lead line was considered afar less
arduous duty than most. Heaving the lead was an easy number.......
"Sninging thelead" Animportant and exading job, well dore, such as glicing the main
brace resulted in an extraisaue of
rum.
"Spgicethe main brace"” Aboard a square rigger there were literally miles of halyards and
ropes. An experienced manwould..........
"Know theropes™ A risque or suggestive remark in conversation. .....
"Sdlingcloseto the
wind" Oneis able to ascertain aman©s character.......
"By the ait of hisjib" If everything is ned andtidy........
"Shpshape andBristol fashion™ To restrict oneself in someway..........
"I amgoing to shorten
sail" Thenaval cdl for quiet.........
"Pipe down!" A sail or working over the ship©s sde...........



"Between the devil (the captain) andthe
dee bluesea™ Sailors© medwere eden from square wooden platters............
"Asgquare meal" The ad of getting married..........
"To get spliced" | think that "under the weather™ and "Plain sailing" spe&k for themselves!

Long live the Roya Navy!

WATLINGTON HISTORY GROUP

The first meding of the proposed Watli ngton History-Groupwill be on 27 April 2004in the Committee
Room, Watlington Vill age Hall a 7.30 pn. Anyone who isinterested in this projed isinvited to attend. At
this meding we hope to form a ommittee and dscussthe ams of the group, etc. Initially, please contad
Rosemary Harris (KL 810711 or Brenda Leedell (KL 810848 for more information.
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WATLINGTON CARPET BOWLS
FromJ. D. Sephens. Hon. Saetary Asreported in the last Gossp, we entered the League being held at
Lynn Sport and Downham Market. As at the end d January our ©A© team is secondand ou ©BO team isthird.
We have threemore matches to complete. In the single we have a5th paceand a 7th place, with threemore
gamesto pay. In the doubleswe ae 3rd, 1ah and llith with orce again three more gamesto pay. At
Downham we ae 7th in the team games and 4h in the pairs. We dso entered the Borough Cup and the
Mayor©s Charity Shield. Unfortunately, we have been knacked ou of the Borough Cup, hawvever both our
teams are through to the quarter finals of the Mayor©s Charity Shield.
Every Month we enter the Charity Tournaments held at the Littleport Leisure Centre where we have been
getting through to the quarter finas, perhapsin future we will do Letter.
We dtill have afew vacant places. Our meetings are on Thursday mornings and Tuesday evenings. If you
areinterested pease mwme dong........

or telephone 01553 81439
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WATLINGTON SHORT MAT BOWLS

Having played 13gamesin the Paget League, we now had fifth pace &the moment [mid February]. Well
have anather three gamesto play. We have held our Annual Dinner-Dance and Presentation, where we
danced to the music of Joey and Friends. The Dinner was supgied by Juniper Catering.

Presentations were made and the Single Shield, donated by EdmundHorn. was won by Ann Creasey. The
Douldes Cup, dorated by Doctors Lacey was also won by Brian and Ann Creasey. The Triples Cup,in
memory of Ken Ebbens, was won by-Ray Dean, Margaret Dean and Terry Foster. The Cup that is played
for in the summer was presented to June Bush, Ray Dean, Daphre and EdmundHorn. Thiswas the first
time that our treasurer, Ted Feath-erby, was unable to be with us due to ill ness However, Ted is now out of
| hospital and we look forward to him returning to the fold.

We have afew vacancies. we med Monday evenings and Friday afternoors. Why not come dong, or
telephore 01553 81149

00000000



WATLINGTON UNDER FIVES
Just to let you krow, for thase of youwho are not aware dready, Watlington Under Fives Playgroup is
onceagain upand runnng, with anew group d committeemembers.
We would like to take this oppatunity to thank all members, odd and rew, for their continued suppart.
together with thanks to the previous committeemembers for their help with the dnangeover. Our Christmas
party was a grea success. The dildren had a fantastic time and the raffle raised over £70,which will go
towards adivities for the dnildren this year.
Our very spedal thanksto al locd businesses that gave doretions for our Christmas raffle, they went down
very well- Thanks also to Nick Langford and Agecare, Alan Jeffries and Macolm and Ali Bennett for their
kind dorations. We must also na forget to thank Father Christmas who krought many a smile to the
children©s faces with his fantastic Christmas gory and Christmas presents! During the month of April we
will be halding an open day for the Playgroup, with various adivities and stall s: so keep your eyes peded
aroundthe village for posters with more information abou this event.
For those of you with little ones who are not aware of the playgroup, we have listed ou opening times and
costs below for youto pin onyour natice board at home.

OPENING TIMES

9.45t0 11.45am. every Wednesday except school halidays (in Watlington Vill age Hall). First sessonis

freeof charge. Cost per child theredter, £1for members, £1.50for non-members.
Tea coffee and hd chocolate is provided for parents/guardians, free of charge, together with juiceand
biscuits for the dnildren. We look forward to seeing you soont The seaetary, Watlington Under Fives
Playgroup.

00000000
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VOLUNTEERING AT THE CSV VOCAL PROJECT

In this modem agetimeis predous, and so *>f« | when people give some of theirsto help™#

others viavolunteeing, it isamost gener-

ous and rewarding act. At the CSV VOCAL Project in Downham Market, adults with leaning difficulties
and members of the cmmmunity supporting them volunteea their time every day.

CSV VOCAL isalocal scheme that provides opportunities for people with learning difficulti es to become
involved in their communiti es through vdunteeing. Set up 12years ago, and besed in Downham Market,
the projed encourages increased independence and promotes the leaning of new skill sthrough a variety of
different groupandindividual volunteeing and training oppatunities. Its aim isto enable people with a
leaning difficulty to become the givers rather than the receivers of care and to take an active part in thelife
of their community. Amongst their volunteering activiti es, they operate an Elderly Link projed helping
older people; they are part of the Eco-Vol projed, based at Colledor©s World in Downham Market where
they are resporsible for the cae of various birds and animals, and they tend a garden all otment and grow
seasonal vegetables. They are dso vdunteers at locd charities and aganisations including shops, schods,
nurseries, catering, clubs, day centres, and historical sites. Some of our voluntee's with leaning difficulties
require alditional suppat in order to participate in adivities. Thisis provided by members of the local
communities, who vduntee their time and skill s (we refer to this team as ©suppat volunteas®©). The suppat
they provide ranges from driving people from A to B, to helping groups, or individuals at their placements.
Thetime given varies from 1 hou aweek to 3 chys.
We firmly believe that everyone has smething to bring to a projed such as ours, and everyone has
something to gain from it. Our suppat volunteas range from students to retired people, some are
housewives/husbands, others professonals. We invite people to suggest skill sthey would like to share or
utili se and find ways in which to dothis. The projed is abou having fun, and everyone getting something
out of it! Our suppat volunteas gain new experience, med new people, accessnew training and support,
and have the satisfadion and enjoyment of helping someone. They can vduntea as much time & they
wish, and for aslong as they wish. In return, we offer training, support, progresson as a volunteer, and ou
of pocket expenses.
We ae currently looking for people who may like to help transport members of the VOCAL groupto
adivities, or individuals whowould like to suppat an adult with leaning difficulties in skill s based
training, hatticultural and gardening projects, or one-to-one & individual placements in the ommunity.

If anyoneisinterested in joining the team and has alittl etime to give, please mntad Jemma Mindham on
01366 385839.

00000000



"You are old when you forget how to start your rocking chair" Lucill e Ball [Jenny Connell,
one of our team members, receved alengthy email from Ms Dowden, the head d Wat-lington C P schod.
Because spacein the magazine was nat sufficient to publish the entire email, it was agreed that Jenny
shoud write a short resporse to the aiticismlaid onthe schoadl in the winter Gossip 's editi on editorial, on
behalf of the Head andstaff of the schod............Ed]

I would like to respond to the criticism of the village school in the last edition of the Gossip. I am a member of the Gossip team,
but I also have the opportunity to see how the school functions and have another point of view to offer.

Watlington School has a team of dedicated, talented staff and classes of lively, eager pupils. The pupils are bright, polite and
interested in their village. With a demanding curriculum and a full school day it is almost impossible to set aside time to produce
text for the Gossip. Despite this, several poems by pupils are printed in the current issue.

Most parents would admit that caring for one child all day requires energy, enthusiasm and patience. Staff at Watlington School
inspire and motivate classes of 24 or more pupils. The children look happy, work hard and they care about their community. I

think we should be proud of their achievements.
Jenny Conrell
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COLIN AND ALISON BROWN

A tribute from Geoff Beaumont On January 26th, we saw the departure of Colin and Alison Brown from the Watlington Stores
and Post Office. For the past six years they had worked hard to provide Watlington and surrounding villages with a service that
was second to none. A well stocked and a very clean shop was the hallmark; if an item was not in stock, they would very soon
get it for you. I recall one day when an 8-year-old girl asked Alison for a bottle of nail varnish remover (she was accompanied by
her mother). Alison replied "I haven' t got any, sorry, but wait a moment......" and ddsed upstairs to get a bottle of her own to
give to the little girl. That was the sort of people they were, and I am sure there are many more similar stories like it.

Suffering two robberies and an assault, Colin and Alison carried on regardless. They will be sadly missed, and I am sure that all
our readers join me in expressing our sincere thanks and gratitude for six years of great service. In doing so, we offer them both
our best wishes and God' s Speed for the future.

00000000
"Happiness is good health and a bad memory" Ingrid Bergman
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Wadington Pre - School

on Watlington Church Field
Saturday July 10th 2004

WATLINGTON MEDICAL CENTRE
This year will see a number of changes in the medical centre as nationally the new contract for all family
doctors comes into force.
Closer to home we are delighted to announce that Dr Hambling is expecting a baby in early June. She will
therefore be away on maternity leave for the summer. Her sessions will be covered in part by Dr Buckland
and also by our regular locum doctors.
Dr Trevor Oxiey will be joining us in February in order to complete the last six months of his General
Practice training. He will take over from Dr Nimako, who hopes to take up a post at the new health centre
in Downham Market. We wish him all the best for this exciting new project.
The new contract will bring in many changes around patient care, with particular emphasis on management
of chronic diseases such as heart disease, respiratory problems, epilepsy, etc. We will be reviewing patients
more regularly in special clinics run by our nurses, who will undergo additional training. The NHS will
collect data from us on a regular basis to ensure that we continue to achieve the highest standards.
The other main change will be around the medical cover provided ' out of hours' . The Patient' s Group are
organising a public meeting which will be attended by senior members of the Primary Care Trust in order
to explain the changes and service that will be provided. The meeting is due to be held in April and will be
advertised nearer the time. At this meeting the Patient' s Group will formally disband and a totally new
Patient Participation Group will be formed with the aim of encouraging new members to come forward and
become part of a new committee so that you can have input into health care in this area. Please try and
attend if you can. A reminder of our website address :

www. watli ngtonmedicalcentre. org. Wk This contains details of our services, opening times, etc.
At the time of writing there is snow on the ground and frost in the air. Please take care of both yourselves
and any elderly neighbours who may be at risk from the cold, icy conditions.
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Perhaps some of you have saved your copies over the past

Each quater year, when articles/or the Gosgp start to roll i n, the questionis always the same; will we
receve anaher episode of The Wall er. The disappointment is quite palpable at committeemedings when
we realise that the continuing story has not materiali sed. But wait! What isthis?............

Bombber and the Mouse
Written by Helena Cotterell, aged eight. Once, there lived a Watler cdled Bombber. One day, Bombber
was stting in his badk garden when he heard alittl e high-pitched squeak. He turned aroundand saw alittl e
mouse runinto alittl e hole in the battom of his oak tree
The Watler thought he would put amousetrap in front of the hole, so he went into his houseto look for a
mousetrap.
After awhil e he became bored looking for a mousetrap and he thought he would look for it anather day.
Just as he got into bed he heard the squedk again. He was redly annoyed, so he got up and went to get some
ea plugs, when he saw the mouse again. He thought he would na trap him, he thought he would make
friends with him. So, the next day he went to find the mouse to say "Will you be my friend?"
The Watler foundthe mouse in abox in his $ed, so he said to the mouse "Will you ke my friend?' The
mouse said "Yes".
The Watler made the mouse alittl e homein abox andthey lived happily ever after.
Helenaisthe eght year old daugher ofShaon Cotterell who wsed to write the original Watler episodes.
Perhaps thiswill i nspire her to pu pen to pager agan.
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AND FINALLY......cceee..

The Watli ngton Community Magazine Committeeheld their Annual General Meding onthe 17th Feb-
ruary. The following isareport of that meeting. Held at Mrs Jean Golding©s home, the meding was open to
al those interested in attending. In the event, ony one member of the puldic was present. The mmmittee
Comprises:-

Peter Ryder (Chairman) Jean Golding (Treasurer) Barry Sheas (Seaetary) Jenny Conrell, Brenda Leedell,
Geoff Beaumont. Mr Richard Rockcliffe was the only representative from the general puldic. The meding
opened with the reading of minutes from the 2008 Annual General Meeting, foll owed by Matters arising.
Thistook up oy afew minutes of the meding, which then passed onto the Chairman©s report, an edited
text of which follows:-©Thisreport heralds the fifth year of the Watli ngtoitossp. | think | speak for the
rest of the elitorial team when | say we have enjoyed every minute of those five years.

©Wedve had another good year and have been well suppated by our advertisers, withou whom we would
struggle to pulbish the magazine. We have 52 advertisers at present and have been very lucky to maintain
that number throughou the past yea.

©lt gives dll tteam a gred ded of encouragement to cany onthe task of presenting the Gossp, when we
get goodfeeadbadk and comments from vill agers who say how much they look forward to receiving the
magazine.

©I would like to thank the people who have taken time tovrite letters and articles; withou their input it
would be very difficult to producethe maga

The chairman went on to thank all the members of the cmmmitteefor their invovement and hard work, in
particular mentioning the treasurer, Jean Golding and the work done by Barry Sheas over the past five
yeas, in coll ating the magazine, meeting deallines and print dates. He @ntinued by saying.........

©A speda thank youto Mike Davies for the excepponal drawings which have gppeaed onthe front cover
of the Gossp ower the past threeyears, they give the magazine avery professonal look. © believe we have
agrea team, long may it last.© The Treasurer©s report foll owed, Jean Golding mak) it perfedly clea (with
the ad of a dhart) what had been received and what spent. The magazine©s fundcurrently stands at £1,277.
01, which leaves usin a hedthy position as we start the sixth yea of puldicaion.

Advertising was mentioned by Peter Ryder who, apart from chairing the meeting also deals with this
important part of the magazine©s runnng machinery. The meding then moved to the businessof releding
the coommitteefor the forthcoming year. There had been noadditional nominees for membership o the
committee The secretary (whotook krief control of the meding) asked therefore if the aurrent members
were prepared to continue for ancther year. All affirmed that they would doso, and the meding was
continued.



The AGM was pleased to hear from Mr Richard Rockcliffe, who, on behalf of the village, thanked the
Gossip team for their unfailing efforts in producing the magazine, and went on to make several small but
important observations.

The AGM was brought to a close by the chairman. Then began the first meeting of the Gossip committee
for a sixth successive year. Minutes of the past five years of the committee' s meetings are available for all
within the parish to read. Contact the secretary, Barry Shears (01553 8§10203).
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Useful telephone numbers:
Parish Councillors:
01553 810276 Dr H Lacey (chairman) 01553811282 Mr R Amor 01553 810216 Mr E W Featherby
01553 811362 Mrs J Golding 01553810711 Mr J Harris 01553 810848 Mrs B Leedell 01553810212
Mrs S. Miller 01553810169 Mr C Pike 01553810331 Mr R Rockcliffe 01553810231 MrBToates 01553
812082 Mr C. Vince (Clerk) 01553 811870 Mr D Widowson

email address of the parish council:

watlingtonparish @onetel.net.uk

Borough Councillor:
Mr Julyan AnseU 01553 810428

County Councillor:
Mr Richard Rockcliffe 01553 810331 (Mobile number: 07958 352 975)

Member of Parliament for South West Norfolk:
Mrs Gillian Shephard M.P., 01366 385072

Other useful numbers:

01553 810253 Watlington Medical Centre 01553810253 Emergency (out of hours) 01553 811440

Prescriptions (fax only) 01553811631 DistrictNurse

01366 383241 Health Visitor

01553 617429 Patients' Group

01553 613613 Queen Elizabeth Hospital

01223 245151 Addenbrooke' s (Cambridge

01480830541 Papworth Hospital

01603 300600 Norfolk Health Authority

01553 810468 Watlington Community School

01553669300 Social Services

01553 695800 Benefits Agency

01553692722 Borough Council

01553 772568 King' s Lynn Library

01366383073 Downham Library

01553 691211 King' s Lynn Police Station

0800 555111 Crime Stoppers (free phone)

01553 810263 Watlington Post Office & Stores

01553 811326 The Angel Pub and Restaurant

01553 841454 Chas' s Chippy, fish & chip shop

01553 811345 Village correspondent to Lynn News

01553 810305 Father James Nolan

01553 810732 Village Hall (Bookings)

01553810777 Information Centre.

email address of the Information Centre:

wic@watlingtoninfo.com



