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Don’t Forget !!  
You now have the option of sending your items 
for the Gossip by E-mail to Brenda Leedell or any 
member of the editorial team whose E-mail address 
is listed on the inside front page.  Word is the 
preferred format but we can be flexible.  Hard copy 
and/or floppy disc - whatever you find easiest.    
   We are of course still happy to take your hand 
written items which you can pop into one of the 
collecting boxes, hand to one of the team - or we can 
collect your piece from you if you are house-bound! 
The Gossip is your magazine - so go on - send in an 
item and see it in print.    

Future Programme 
KINKY BOOTS" (12A)  This is a 
comedy film about the trials and 
tribulations of a Northampton, 
family owned, shoe company. 
When, with the death of his father, 
Charlie takes over the business, in order to save, it he 
decides to venture into the world of exotic footwear 
for the transvestite market. The film is based on a true 
story, and has already appeared on television as a 
documentary programme.  
   "WALLACE and GROMIT and the CURSE OF 
THE WERE-RABBIT" (U) is the first full-length 
feature film starring cheese fan Wallace and his silent 
but bright dog Gromit, and here's the good news: its 
every bit as good as you were hoping, and probably 
much better! We will be screening this on Easter 
Saturday and there will be a matinee in the afternoon.  
   "THE CONSTANT GARDENER"(15) We were 
hoping to screen this in February but owing to 
contractual difficult ies it  was not available. However 
it  will be shown in the near future. 
   Following the brutal slaying of his wife a mild 
mannered and unambitious diplomat goes in search of 
the truth. He embarks on a crash course to learn about 
the pharmaceutical industry whose crimes his wife 
was on the verge of uncovering. and journeys across 
two continents in search of the truth. Finding out the 
depth of the conspiracy, which has claimed innocent 
lives and is about to put his own life at risk. 
 Screenings are in the Village Hall every 3rd 
Saturday in the month at 7.30pm (doors open at 
7.00pm) Admission is £4.00  
   T ickets are available from the Information Centre at 
2.00pm - 4.00pm on the day of screening or at the 
door before the performance. 
Further info phone 01553 810381 

Chip Carpenter for Village Screen 

Editorial 
As I write this editorial I don’t have a clue what it will  
turn out like so bear with me. I look out of the window 
and it is st ill winter, raining and cold.  
   Since the 28th edit ion of the “Gossip” for Christmas, 
unfortunately we have lost a committee member due 
to other commitments which leaves just the four of us.                  
We would dearly like to replace our lost committee 
member. Is there anybody out there who would like to 
be involved in helping to publish our magazine. We 
meet two or three t imes before each magazine is to be 
published which is not a big drain on anybody’s t ime. 
If you fancy having a go at being part of the editorial 
team please contact me, or anyone on the committee 
listed in the front of the magazine.  
   We are always looking for people to help with the 
distribution too, so again if you could spare some time 
to help it  would be greatly appreciated. 
   During the winter there has been some work on the 
Millennium Green, there have been several addit ions 
to the bog area planting including some plants kindly 
donated by June who works behind the counter in the 
Post Office, these plants have taken well and are 
beginning to grow. This year should see more 
improvements to the Millennium Green which are 
being planned by the committee.  
   I know you have read it all before but please 
remember to clean up after your dog, not just on the 
field but throughout the village. Thank You. 
    May I remind you that we need your input to the 
magazine, be it  letters, art icles, recipes or even t ips on 
gardening, growing plants or vegetables etc. For the 
want of repeating ourselves get writ ing.  
    I must thank all the advertisers for their continued 
support over the last 7 years it has helped us keep the 
magazine going all this t ime, also all the people who 
have submitted their art icles or letters. 
   Finally I would like to inform you that the AGM of 
the Watlington Gossip Magazine will be held on 
20th March 2006 at 7.30 pm at  “Bramble” Hawthorn 
Close. 
    I hope you all have a good Spring and Summer. 

Peter Ryder    
Member of the Editorial team     

Watlington Community Magazine  
 (“The Gossip”) AGM  

20th March 2006 at 7.30pm  
At “Brambles”  Hawthorn Close  
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Reminder!! 
All items submitted to the Gossip must be 
accompanied by the name and address of the author.    
   We may print your letter or art icle anonymously if 
requested but must have contact details.    

Check out the Watlington web-site on  
www.watlingtoninfo.com 

Moonwalk  
Amanda and Grace Moore would like to thank all the 
people who sponsored them to do the Moonwalk last 
June. We have just received a thank-you letter for the 
£1,200 that we raised and in total £6,000,000 should 
be the final total or just over.  
   For those who don’t know about the Moonwalk - it 
starts in Hyde Park and 15,000 ladies and some 
gentlemen walk through the streets of London in 
decorated bra’s for 26.2 miles. It  starts at midnight 
until you finish. Grace and I did the walk in 8 hours 
35 mins.  
   Let’s hope and pray that they can find a cure for this 
terrible disease. Many thanks.  

Amanda Moore 
Margaret sadly lost her fight on 26 January 2006 
 

****** 

The Royal British Legion  
Thank you for the opportunity to introduce the 
Downham and District Branch of the Royal Brit ish 
Legion to the people of Watlington. 
   At the moment the Branch membership stands at 
214 paid up members, we are a very active Branch, 
with a very good and dedicated Committee, we 
arrange different functions throughout the year 
intended to keep interest going amongst members.  
    The Royal Brit ish Legion is a charity to raise 
money which goes to help all ex-service men and 
women and their dependants in t imes of hardship, we 
work together with other agencies specialising in 
advice on Benefits, War Pensions, Debt Counselling, 
to name just a few. Our biggest fund raising event is 
the Poppy Appeal, which takes place in November. 
This year the Downham Branch raised £18,251.53. 
Mrs Jill Millward is the organiser for Watlington, with 
her valued help and the generosity of the people of 
your village you alone raised £517.64, well done and 
thank you.  
   If anyone is in need of Legion help please let me 
know my telephone number is 01366 387660. 
   As stated different events are arranged through the 
year, I can already tell you that in April a visit is 
arranged to Normandy, it  will take in the Beaches and 
War Graves, a 3 day trip, anyone who would like to 
go should contact Gordon Stevenson on 01366 
347585. 
   We always welcome new members, we hold coffee 
mornings in the Town Hall on a regular basis, the next 
one being on Saturday 1st April and the next Branch 
Meeting being on Wednesday 3rd May, we would be 
glad to see you.             Yours sincerely  

Horace Cross  
Branch Chairman & Poppy Appeal Organiser 

Inconsiderate Dog Owners! 
I am writ ing about the dog mess outside my house, 
also the grass verge opposite - we use the extra green 
to park my family’s cars. Two Sundays my family 
have had to clean up shoes with water and disinfectant 
before coming into the house. It gets worse all the 
t ime now that Caley’s field has been very neatly 
fenced in.  
   Cannot the dog owners read the sign further up on 
the left of the green grass. I cannot see the persons 
who fail to act otherwise I would report this. It  is not 
just Fairfield Lane which does only go as far as the 
new house, it  is all the way down the concrete path to 
the school. I am sure the children must take it into 
school on their shoes. What is to be done? There will  
soon be an outbreak of the disease from this. It             
seems people coming into the village care not but just 
disobey rules as this is a country lane and a village 
called Watlington.   
   Having lived in this house for 50 years the problem 
is worsening by the day. 

Mrs Seaman  
Fairfield Lane,  

Watlington  

Reminder! 
You can be prosecuted for allowing your dog to 
foul ANYWHERE within the village boundary.         
Including the Glebe Land, open spaces, play 
areas, footpaths etc and the Station Car Park! 
   You could be facing a fine of up to £2,000!!  
Please scoop it up and use the bins provided or 
take it home to dispose of it.    

  LOOK AFTER YOUR VILLAGE! 

Missing Gossip? 
If you know of anyone in the village who is not  
receiving their copy of “The Gossip” - Please let  
us know so that we can rectify the situation.  
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Millennium Green Report 
I think this maybe the 5th news letter however, it  being 
winter there is not much to report. The hedge 
surrounding the field was pruned recently, made 
easier by the loan of a hedge trimmer from Kew Grass 
Cutt ing. There were some snowdrops and bulbs 
planted and a general t idy up. 
   The AGM was held on 16th January 2006 in the 
village hall. The chairman offered her report and 
plans made for the future, sadly only one member of 
the public attended which was a litt le disappointing. 
   The Trustees of the Millennium Green wish to make 
an appeal, to the residents of Watlington for 
volunteers to join the present committee of Trustees 
as we are looking for new members. The task is not an 
onerous one, the committee meets about every 6 
weeks for maybe 2 hrs. Regarding the field, we meet 
once a month on the field and discuss future projects 
and the need for normal maintenance. There is 
normally good support from people in the village 
when we ask for help, this is normally advertised or 
contact is made to existing volunteers by members of 
the committee. We hope you will give this some 
thought, it  is your green and in the future, for your 
children, if you want to be involved please contact 
any member of the committee listed below. 
   Mrs Kate Carpenter            Mr Peter Ryder 
   Mr Geoff Beaumont           Mr Cyril Pike          
  Well that’s it  for now there will be another report in 
the next “Gossip” in the summer.              Peter Ryder  

Secretary of Millennium Trust 

Researching your Family Tree ? 
Contact your Local Library! 

Your local library are running regular help sessions 
for people interested in family history.  Whether you 
are a beginner or an intermediate family historian, 
check with the library to see when they are having 
their next family history event.      
  These are one to one sessions so booking is essential.  
  For details of the next sessions - contact your library 
on the phone numbers above .   

Norfolk Family History Society  
West Norfolk Branch  

Researching your Family History? 
Come along and join us 

Every 2nd Wednesday of each Month 
Thoresby College, King’s Lynn  

More Details 
Brenda Leedell on 01553 810848 

The best thing about grandchildren is that 
they haven’t heard your stories before. 
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The Clothes We Wore 
How many ladies out  there remember  the liberty 
bodice, navy blue knickers and the gym slip? 
When I was a child the winters seemed much colder 
than  they  are now.  Perhaps it  was lack  of  central 
heating, loft insulation, cavity wall insulation, double 
glazing and very few people where I lived could 
afford wall to wall carpeting. 
The main living room of the house was always warm. 
Some homes had a cooking range and that’s where the 
family  lived.  We on  the other  hand had a modern 
house which had a separate living room and a t iny 
kitchen. 
The coldest room in the house was the one were we 
took off all our clothes - the bathroom.  In the winter 
my parents went back to the old fashioned way of 
having a metal bath in front of the fire. I usually had 
my bath on a Friday evening before father came home 
from work. 
Everyone wore a vest day and night. After my bath I 
had a clean vest and I cannot remember changing it 
until the next Friday. The next garment was the liberty 
bodice. It was sleeveless and did up down the front 
with buttons. It  came down to just above the waist and 
was a sort of fleece on the inside. Then long black 
stockings.  Around the bottom of  the liberty bodice 
were buttons and these held suspenders (to keep the 
stockings up). 
The navy blue knickers - these also had a sort of soft 
inside. We called them ETB’s, elastic top and bottom. 
At the top of the right leg was a t iny pocket. I never 
did find out what it  was for. It  wouldn’t even hold a 
handkerchief. 
In spring and autumn we wore a long sleeved blouse 
and in winter a woolen jumper. Over all this was the 
gym slip. A more shapeless garment it would be hard 
to imagine. It was sleeveless and had a square yoke 
from which fell pleats. As we got older we would put 
a belt round to give ourselves a waist, it  was fastened 
at the shoulder with two buttons. 
To go out we wore a navy blue gabardine rain coat 
which had a warm lining. Today it would be called 
shower  proof.  Warm home knitted gloves and the 
pixie hat. Ah  the pixie hat!  A straight piece of 
knitt ing, folded in half and sewn up along one side 
with ribbons on two corners, it stuck up in a point at 
the back - hence the name pixie hat. 
I was so pleased when my children came along that 
we had t ights, synthetic materials and padded jackets. 
As we peered out at the world from our bundle of 
clothes we must have resembled a moth in a sock! 

Rosemary Harris  

Addendum to “A Swan’s Tale” 
My walking partner has informed me (having read my 
draft of A Swan’s Tale ) that the swan in question was 
ringed as a full grown bird (at least two years old) on 
the 28th October 1996 at Pensthorpe, near Fakenham. 
Apparently the bird moved only 39 kilometres in 
3,162 days. 
  How does he know these things? Beats Me! Hold on, 
I think he’s gett ing restless. It  probably means its t ime 
to take him for another walk. Good show!  

Caleb  
***** 

 

Please tell our advertisers that you  
FOUND THEM IN “THE GOSSIP” 

List of Plants on the Glebe Land 
Survey carried out by Mr R M Payne June/July 2005  
*  The species so marked are indicative of  
    old established pasture/grassland 
Grasses 
Common Bent   Meadow Foxtail  
Sweet Vernal-grass  False Oat-grass  
Soft Brome    Crested Dog’s Tail* 
Cock’s Foot Grass   Couch Grass   
Red Fescue    Yorkshire Fog 
Perennial Rye-grass  Smaller Cat’s Tail* 
Annual Meadow-grass  Rough Meadow-grass  
Smooth Meadow-grass  
Other Plants  
Yarrow    Cow Parsley  
Mugwort    Burdock  
Black Horehound   Daisy  
Grey Sedge*   Goosegrass or 
(a very local plant)  Common Cleavers  
Common Mouse-ear  Knapweed* 
Creeping Thistle   Spear Thistle  
Pig-nut*   Hemlock  
Smooth Hawksbeard  Fat-hen 
Cut-leaved Cranesbill   Ground Ivy  
Hogweed    Cat’s Ear  
Prickly Lettuce    White Dead-nett le 
Pineapple Weed   Scented Mayweed  
Ribwort Plantain   Greater Plantain  
Oak (Young plants)   Meadow Buttercup* 
Bulbous Buttercup   Creeping Buttercup  
Brambles    Curled Dock  
Broad-leafed Dock   Sorrel  
Elder     Groundsel 
Hedge Mustard    Prickly Sow-thistle  
Corn Spurrey    Lesser Stichwort  
Chickweed    White Clover  
Germander Speedwell*   Stinging Nett le  

Wanted  Urgently!! 
We want Your stories and items of interest to print in 
“The Gossip”.    Poems, recipes, handy hints - your 
observations on village life or historical items (always 
popular) - make your village magazine even better! 
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Please help to make WATLINGTON   
LITTER FREE 

Fairtrade Fortnight  
Starts on 6th March this year and I am sure there will 
be several promotional displays in the Supermarkets 
and attention drawn to the widening range of Fairtrade 
goods available. One of the leaflets I was looking at 
details the current range as coffee, tea, chocolate, 
cocoa, sugar, bananas, other fresh and dried fruit, 
juices, honey, cakes and snacks, preserves, nuts, oils, 
herbs, spices, rice, beer, rum, wine, roses, cotton 
products and sports balls.  As part of the fortnight I 
am having a Coffee Morning so please count this as 

your invitation to 
come along.  
   There will be 
Fairtrade goods 
for sale and also 
some home made 
o n e s  u s i n g 

Fairtrade ingredients, I can’t promise to stock the 
whole of the range quoted above, but there will be 
quite a selection! The proceeds will go to Fairtrade 
Exchange which is the charitable development arm of 
Traidcraft. Many of the small and co-operative traders 
supplying Traidcraft have received development 
grants which help to get them going and also provide 
training about quality, marketing and design. 

Barbara Church 

Coffee Morning on Saturday  
18th March 

10am to 12noon at 
32 Fen Road Watlington 

All Welcome 

Global Exchange  
came to Watlington last Autumn 
Some of you who use the train regularly, or were at 
the Village Hall when Ami and Sukma performed 
their stunning Balinese dance, or witnessed the 
straggle of campers walking from Runcton Holme to 
the Remembrance Service in Watlington in 
November, will have become aware that something 
very different was going on in these parts.  
   For three months, September through to December, 
a team of eighteen volunteers were living and working 
in the area. Half of them were Brit ish and half were 
from Indonesia, all of them were on a programme 
called Global Exchange and none of them knew each 
other at the beginning. The programme aims to give 
young people a chance to experience other cultures, to 
develop understanding and respect for diversity, to 
develop their potential, to make a difference and also 
to have a good t ime in the process. 
   The volunteers needed to stay with host families in 
the area, Barbara and John Church and Penny and 
Mike Cooke put themselves on the line and after 
interviews by the programme co-ordinator were 
allocated ‘our volunteers’. Taz and Ami and Tuti and 
Ali came to live in the village, one Brit ish and one 
Indonesian in each pair, sharing a bedroom, eating 
with the family, working on the same projects – surely 
a close encounter for the volunteers of the most 
int imate kind.  
   The volunteers life experiences were different, some 
came straight from school, others had trades, one was 
a carpenter, one was training to be a midwife in 
Indonesia, another a teacher, some came from very 
privileged homes, one had left his home at twelve, 
some were Moslems, others Hindus, some Christ ians 
and some with no faith.  
   The volunteers were between eighteen and mid 
twenties, all giving six months in total to the project 
now that the second half, December through to March, 
finds them working in Indonesia. As host families we 
were paid for the volunteers’ keep, but the volunteers 
had only £15 to spend on themselves for personal 
items and going out - a very levelling and disciplining 
experience for some of the Brit ish. 
   So what did these volunteers do? Personally 
speaking they entered our hearts in a very special way 
with their enthusiasm and energy, becoming part of 
the family for a t ime. The group gradually learnt to 
work as a team, which will be enormously helpful to 
them in Indonesia. Project wise some worked with the 
Youth Service and I think from glowing reports 
received really made a difference to some young 
people who were really quite racist in their views, and 
had their racial stereotypes challenged by two 
delightful, charming but assertive young women. 
Others worked at an organic farm, hard physical work 

in some ways, but the knowledge gained will be very 
helpful in Indonesia where the focus is on growing 
nutrit ious vegetables for poorer families. Some of the 
volunteers worked in primary and secondary schools 
in Kings Lynn, others worked with people with 
learning difficult ies. Another work place was a 
residential home for older people where skills were 
exchanged and some of the volunteers learnt to knit, 
which pleased everyone enormously! 
   How are they gett ing on Indonesia? Well, they are in 
Kupang at the moment, promoting small-scale 
vegetable growing and teaching English. It  has been 
very, very hot and even the Indonesians have felt the 
heat. From reports there were lots of visits to the 
hospital at the beginning, stomach upsets and a touch 
of typhoid, but again the team is learning a lot, making 
a posit ive contribution and enjoying life. 
   The Global Exchange programme was so successful 
in West Norfolk that there is likely to be another one 
organised in September this year - if you are interested 
at all look out for details in the local press/radio. 

Barbara Church 
****** 
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Resurrection is the True Way of Faith  
Actress Shirley  McClaine believes in  reincarnation 
and has said that “ reincarnation is like show business,  
you just keep on going until you get it  right.” 
   According to the teaching of reincarnation, when 
you die, you will be re-born in another body. To reach 
spiritual perfection you have to go through many lives 
and suffer much until you finally break out of the 
cycle.  
   Reincarnation  is  an  attractive  belief  because  it 
combines the idea that we will not die with the need 
for justice.  
   Eastern religions teach that what you do during your 
life weighs against you, or for you. If you have been 
good,  you come back  in  a higher  and more lucky 
status. If you have been evil, you return in a lower, 
more unfortunate stage. This cycle of life continues 
until you reach the most exalted spiritual condit ion. 
  A recent survey in this country revealed that one in 
four people believe in reincarnation, why is that so? 
  The belief in reincarnation made its way westward at 
the beginning of the 20th Century. In the 60’s gurus 
from eastern religions began to adapt Hinduism and 
Buddhism to make it more attractive to westerners. 
Now reincarnation  ideas spread not  only through 
established religious channels, but also through self-
help  groups,  posit ive thinking courses and pagan 
spirituality.  
   Some people even think our blessed Lord taught 
reincarnation. When he told Nicodemus that he had to 
be born again, they think Christ was referring to 
reincarnation. But Jesus was a first century Jew, he 
would not have believed in reincarnation. In fact he 
said to Martha of Bethany, “I am the resurrection and 
the life”. Jesus raised Martha’s brother Lazarus from 
the dead. Christ did not tell Lazarus to come back as 
somebody else.  
  The  Christ ian  faith  has  never  had  room  for 
reincarnation. Instead we believe in the resurrection. 
This is a very different belief.  
   Resurrection does not mean we come back to this 
life again in a different form. Resurrection means we 
continue to live as ourselves in the world beyond.  
  Resurrection is important for two reasons. First of 
all, resurrection is important because each one of us is 
important. If reincarnation is true, then my body and 
my unique personality disappear when I die. I become 
someone  or  something  else  next  t ime  round. 
Eventually I break free from the cycle of this life and 
I am absorbed into God.  
  However, resurrection means who I am remains part 
of  God’s  creation  forever.  Resurrection  means  I 
remain in a father-child relationship with God, I do 
not just become absorbed into him and disappear.  

Jim’s Monthly Collection Box !! 
The charity box on the counter in the Watlington Post 
Office Store continues to thrive. Thanks to all of the 
customers who contribute for local charit ies or worthy 
causes. 
Recent Donations have been made to: 
November - Millennium Green Strimmer Fund £33.00 
December - Watlington Pre-School …………. £31.00 
January     - Watlington Parish Church  ……... £31.00 
Our thanks to Jim & Ann, and to June for her assistance.  

 
****** 

bodies will rise again. How can our bodies turn to 
dust and yet they will be brought back to life in some 
way? This is hard to  understand,  but  it  is part of 
Christ ian belief. St Paul said “ in this world we only 
see images as in a mirror, but in the next world we 
will see things as they really are”. If this is true, then 
the bodies we think are so real and solid may actually 
be the temporary unreal ones. 
   In the New Testament it  says we have a resurrection 
body. Maybe that is the one that is real, solid and 
permanent. When we cross over the river of death, 
maybe we will enter a world which will make this 
world seem like a black and white photo of the real 
thing. If so, then our resurrection bodies will be far 
more real and perfect than the ones we have here. 
   As spring begins to burst all around us, let us hope 
that in Christ we shall not just be born again and 
again and again, but that we shall one day rise up to 
live with God in a glorious dimension of life that is 
more real than we can imagine.  
   Have a very happy and blessed Easter.  

Father James  

Christmas Lights  
During the Christmas period Andrew Farnham of 
Downham Road raised £647.00 from his magnificent 
display of Christmas lights. The sum has been donated 
to the Michelle Sherwood Cancer Fund.  
Very well done Andrew! 

Geoff Beaumont 

Mothering Sunday - 26th March  
Watlington Parish Church - 11.00am  
All age worship (with Communion) - Presentation of 
flowers for the children and Simnel cake 
Palm Sunday - 9th April  
Watlington Parish Church - 11.00am  
Blessing of Palms, procession in honour of Christ the 
King and Parish Eucharist.  
Good Friday Worship - 14th April - 6.00pm  
Service of Devotion  
Easter Sunday, Day of Resurrection - 11.00am  
Easter Festival Eucharist 
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Watlington Information Centre 
By Colin Vince 
The Borough Council has now provided the 
Information Centre with a new PC and printer as 
part of its programme to improve service delivery 
to the local community by way of Community 
Information Points. The council is also funding 
our broadband internet access, which means that 
we are now able to offer free internet access to 
users – though donations to help towards other 
running costs are most welcome! More 
information on the Community Information Point 
service is included in the next edition of the 
Borough Council’s ‘Your Council’ newsletter, 
which goes to all households. 
   The Centre is now being used more widely, 
including by the Village Hall Committee for 
admin work and ticket sales (along with 
Watlington Players) and by the Parish Council 
for meetings of various working groups. 
   The 2006 Village Guide Book has been 
published. Newcomers to the village receive a 
free copy of the guide, thanks to Parish Council 
funding. For existing residents the Guide costs 
only £1, which gives access to a list of all village 
groups and societies, useful telephone numbers 
and information on local services. If you are new 
to the village drop into the Centre and collect 
your free guide and have a look round at what the 
office has to offer 
   Don’t forget the other facilities the Centre 
offers – computer access (Word, Publisher and 
Excel are available) / free internet &e-mail 
facilities / photocopying / laminating / shredding 
as well as information on local activities. The 
Centre is open Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays 10-12. 
Contact details for the Information Centre are: 

Tel: 01553 810777 (Messages can be left) 
E-mail: wicoff ice@watlingtoninfo.com 

NEW RECRUITS WELCOMED!  
Why not consider volunteering at the Centre?  If 
you can spare a few hours or more a month you will  
be most warmly welcomed. Simply drop into the 
Centre or contact us by telephone or e-mail. One-to-
one guidance on how to use our facilit ies is yours 
for the taking and we promise you won’t have to 
staff the Centre on your own. 

VISIT THE COUNCIL ONLINE  
AT THE NEW COMMUNITY  

INFORMATION POINT IN WATLINGTON 
INFORMATION CENTRE!  

To help improve local residents’ access to the 
Council’s services, Kings Lynn and West Norfolk 
Borough Council, in partnership with Watlington 
Parish Council and the Information Centre have 
opened a new Community Information Point at the 
Information Centre. 
   The Borough Council have provided a computer 
and a printer, together with a Broadband Connection 
so that cit izens are able to log onto the Council’s 
website and access a range of services and 
information. 
   The Borough Council have recently launched their 
new website www.west-norfolk.gov.uk which 
provides information and advice on all of the 
Council’s services. You can also pay your Council 
bills online, view all Council properties available to 
rent via the Homechoice Scheme, or view a Planning 
Application and send your comments to the Planning 
Department electronically – all without having to pick 
up the phone – or travel to a Council Office!  The 
Council is st ill developing the website and more 
services will be available online over the next few 
months. 
   The Council is planning to extend this service to 
other Parish Councils in a bid to ensure every cit izen 
has access to the Council’s services, wherever they 
live in the Borough. 
   If you have any queries on the Council Information 
Point, please telephone Colin Vince the Parish Clerk 
on 01553 812082 or Honor Howell on 01553 616550  

 
Watlington Village Hall  

Thursday 20th April  
7.30pm (small hall) 

An Illustrated Talk by  
Andrew Ingram  

 
“Fenland Railways” 

 
This is the first of a series of talks relating to the 

history of the local area arranged by the  
Watlington History Group 

 
Open to All - Entrance - £1.50 at the door 

 
For more information contact Rosemary Harris on 
KL 810711 or Brenda Leedell on KL 810848 

Check out the Watlington web-site on  
www.watlingtoninfo.com 
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Watlington Village Hall 200 Club  
November Winners  
 156 Mrs R Harris    £40 
   40 Mr   P R Haynes £15 
   20 Mrs K Litt ler   £10 
 112 Mr  E Horn      £5 
   86 Mr  J Cook   £5 
December Winners   
 108 Mr  D Gooding  £100 
 117  Mr  B Cole   £15 
 101 Mrs J Gooding  £10 
   25 Mrs D Cook  £5 
 157 Mr  G Fisher   £5 
January Winners   
 138 Mrs E Palmer  £40 
 145 Mr H Brunsdon  £15 
  48 Mrs M Maxwell £10 
  89 Mrs D Lloyd  £5 
 104 Mrs B Church   £5 
The 200 Club is the main source of fund-raising for 
the Village Hall and the continued support of 
members is much appreciated.  However, there are 
some vacancies in the 200 Club and if anyone would 
like to join and have the opportunity of winning one of 
the above cash prizes, please contact the Organiser 
Tel: 01553 811345 or any member of the Village Hall 
Management Committee.  

WATLINGTON BADMINTON CLUB 
Meets every Wednesday in the 

Village Hall from 7pm 
BADMINTON        
…..… Play it                  
      …….. Love it 

                 …..… Live it 
 

Contact John Church on 810584 for more info 

Watlington Village Hall  
The HEARING LOOP  is up and running, hard-wired 
just after Christmas by a team of volunteers, trialled at 
the pantomime, and checked out by West Norfolk 
Deaf Association. Any group can use it, but you need 
a quick training course first, and the key to the 
cupboard. Speak about it  to any of the officers below 
and put the word out to hearing-aid users. 
After the November AGM the Office Holders are: 
Chairman  John Church 
Vice-chairman  Brian Toates 
Treasurer  Colin Vince 
Secretary  Barbara Church 
Minute Secretary Vacant – come on somebody, 
      please! 
Booking Secretary Mike Cooke 
Cleaning Co-ordinator Kate Carpenter 
   The Management Committee, together with the 
Sports and Social Club, is committed to spending 
money on the car park and work will start in April. 
We intend to carry the “main road” down to the west 
end by the Club, and extend the tarmac by the 
disabled parking places. 
   VILLAGE SCREEN had an excellent premiere, 
but I st ill don’t know why Judi Dench and Maggie 
Smith didn’t turn up in person. Maybe they had seen 
“Ladies in Lavender” before. Feedback was almost all 
posit ive and anything negative we have dealt with. 
Please remember that we need a regular turn out of 50 
people to make a go of it , so keep the evening of the 
third Saturday in the month for Village Screen; how 
can you possibly stay away with “Kinky Boots”, 
“Wallace and Grommitt” and “The Constant 
Gardener” coming to you soon ? 
   We had a sell out on the half-term show 
“Rumpelstiltskin” a week beforehand, so don’t get 
caught out for “KEITH SKIPPER AND THE 
PRESS GANG” on 1 April. Tickets are already going 
fast but you can buy them for £7 on 810584 or 
810732, and from the Information Centre on 
Saturdays in March from 10 to 12 in the morning. 

Watlington Village Hall Management Committee 
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Parish Council Report  
From Colin Vince,   Clerk to the Parish Council 
Work on the new housing development (now called 
Martingales) continues apace. The contractors have 
now installed a one way traffic system for the site, 
with all construction traffic entering via John Davis 
Way. Mud on the roads continues to be a problem, 
though improved wheel cleaning and road sweeping 
have helped. The Borough Council have now 
approved the new street names, Persimmon having 
agreed to use names from the War Memorial plus one 
in memory of the late Ted Featherby. 
   The Council’s project to provide new fitness/play 
equipment to the 5-12 age group has moved a stage 
forward with consultation with the school and the 
Youth Football Club currently taking place. The 
Council has also agreed to £5,000 budget funding for 
the project. 
   There was limited response to the Council’s 
consultation on landscaping work at the Village Pound 
(the small area around the village sign), so the Council 
are now seeking quotes for its preferred scheme, 
which includes a hard surface and low level fencing to 
mark the site boundary. 
   Pressure continues to be applied for action to be 
taken to extend the rail station car park. The County 
Council has announced that it  is to fund an expansion 
feasibility study in the 2006/7 financial year, this 
study to include looking at the possibility of providing 
parking restrict ions on nearby roads. The Borough 
Council will be holding senior officer talks with First 
Capital Connect (the new franchisee) to push for an 
early car park expansion. Encouragingly First Capital 
Connect has, as part of their strategy, plans for 
increased parking capacity along the whole rail route. 
   The Council has increased the Parish Precept by a 
litt le under 5% for 2006/7 to meet the increased costs 
for street lighting, insurance, play equipment 
maintenance and the need to meet a one-off grant to 
the Pre-School relocation project. 
   Mr Ronald Amor has stepped down from being a 
parish councillor. Thanks are extended to him for his 
service to the Council and the community. A new 
councillor is now being sought under the Council’s 
agreed procedures. 
   The population of the village at the 2004 mid-census 
estimate is 2035, a figure that is sure to increase in the 
coming year.     

   If you wish to read the full minutes of the Council 
meetings the complete set is posted on the village 
website. The next meetings of the Parish Council are 
on 14 March, which is also the Annual Parish Meeting 
and 2 May, the Annual Parish Council meeting. A 
copy of the Nelson Bicentenary Souvenir Booklet 
purchased by the Council is available for perusal in 
the Information Centre. 

***** 

Planning Report  - The following planning decisions have been received from the Borough Council: 
 
36 Downham Road      Construction of 2 bungalows   Approved with condit ions 
(land to West of) 
55 Fen Road                Single storey extension    Approved with condit ion 
193 Station Road         Change of use from barn to dwelling House Approved 
43 Plough Lane            Single storey extension    Approved with condit ions 

Dog Fouling 
New regulations are due to come into force shortly (as 
part of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment 
Act 2005) relating to dog fouling. This will make it 
easier for prosecutions to take place and for a hefty 
fine imposed for those that break the law by 
continuing the anti-social behaviour of allowing their 
dogs to foul without cleaning up after them. 
   Let’s not see any prosecutions in Watlington under 
the new regulations. So, if you are an offender – clean 
up YOUR act, by cleaning up after your dog NOW!  
 

***** 

Rubbish / Recycling Collections 
There was some confusion during the Christmas 
period as to when rubbish / recycling collections 
would take place, result ing in rubbish being left 
outside a number of houses for up to a week. 
   The one rule to remember is that Watlington only 
ever has collections, for whatever reason, on a 
FRIDAY or SATURDAY, so please do not leave 
rubbish out during the rest of the week because – well 
it  ain’t going to happen! 
   One good piece of news is that the green boxes for 
recyclable material are going to be replaced by 
wheelie bins – yes with lids! The change will take 
place between July and December. 
 

***** 

Watlington History Group  
If you are interested in preserving the history of the 
village why not come along and join us.  We meet 
every two months in the Committee Room at the 
Village Hall.    See Diary Dates for future meetings.  
For more information contact Rosemary Harris on 
KL 810711 or Brenda Leedell on KL 810848 
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NORFOLK CONSTABULARY 
WESTERN AREA 

MOBILE POLICE OFFICE  
         Next Visits to WATLINGTON  

14th March, 11th April 
9th May,  6th June 

Angel Car Park,  Tuesday,  1.00pm to 3.00pm  
We are your police station coming to your 

community willing to listen to you.  

CRIMESTOPPERS      0800 555 111 
NORFOLK CONSTABULARY     01953 424242 
NON EMERGENCIES      0845 456 4567 
EMERGENCIES      999 

Watlington Pre-School 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who has helped us in recent months, to keep 
the Pre-School running smoothly.  
   We ran a few fund raising events just before 
Christmas and raised a total of £1,149.55 which 
helped overcome a very sticky financial period.  
Forthcoming Events in 2006 
18th March  - Lucky Dip and Bagatelle Stall at  
           Magdalen Village Hall  
10th April -  7.00 pm Fashion Show - Watlington   
29th April -  Spring Fayre in Watlington Village Hall 
6th June -     Summer Bingo - Watlington Village Hall 

We will also be holding Coffee Mornings at the 
Watlington Village Hall (watch for posters)  

and  
Second Hand Toy Stall at Tottenhill Village Hall 

every Friday morning.  
  Details of all fund raising events will be coming up 

around the village soon.  
  We would appreciate any support. 

   If you would like to know any more information 
about the Pre-School or events do not hesitate to 
contact me on 07787791530 or 01553 811077. 

Ria Bunting, chairwoman 
 

******* 

We offer a variety of services, including:- 
* Advice 
* Crime Recording  
* Information  
* Lost and found property 
* Crime prevention advice and literature 
* Liaison with community groups  

We stock:- 
*  All relevant forms and leaflets 
*  Crime prevention items -  
*  Personal Attack Alarms -   
*  UV Pens - Tamper proof tax disc holders etc.  

 Watlington WI             
January, our first meeting of 2006 - Andrew Ingram, a 
local Historian was the guest speaker and his chosen 
subject was Picture Postcards. He had collected the 
postcards of Herbert Coates who started his business 
in 1920 by photographing towns and villages around 
Wisbech. With the aid of slides Mr Ingram showed 
views in black and white of the Norfolk Coast and 
many Fenland Villages.   
   A scrapbook was on display compiled by Dorothy 
Cook recording the walks by her and members Mary 
Greeves, Monica Ward & Valerie Welch. This was in 
response to a challenge from the National Federation 
of WI to walk 90 miles to celebrate 90 years of the WI 
organisation in 2005.The scrapbooks will be judged in  
a national competit ion for the Elizabeth Bell Trophy.. 
   In February our advertised speaker was indisposed 
and so John Domini stepped in with his fascinating 
illustrated talk about the coastline of Norfolk from 
Hunstanton to Great Yarmouth. He talked about the 
geology of the coastline and the effects of erosion and 
we were treated to some wonderful aerial shots of the 
North Norfolk Coastline.   
    Don’t forget to get your t ickets for the Fashion 
Show - maybe you have a fancy to strut your stuff on 
the catwalk - volunteers required! 
    Look out for our cake stall at the Watlington 
Pre-school Spring Fayre on 29th April.      
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Watlington Short Mat Bowls  
We have now finished playing all of our league 
matches and finished up nearer the bottom than we 
would've liked - 'but there is always next year'!! 
  On 19 December we had our Christmas Evening, 
with food provided by members and background 
music. This proved to be a very sociable enjoyable 
evening. 
  We are hoping to have an 'open afternoon' sometime 
in the Spring (date to be arranged) to which any 
prospective members and village residents are 
cordially invited. Please watch for details on Village 
Notice Boards. This is your opportunity to come and 
find out about the game of Short Mat Bowls. We look 
forward to seeing you at this event. 
   For any further information please contact the 
Secretary on 01553 811376.  

Jess Ebbens - Honorary Secretary  

Watlington School of Dancing 
By Penny Cooke  

 An examination session was held at the end of 
November result ing in some very pleasing results. On 
29th November two Global exchange volunteers from 
Indonesia, Amu and Sukma, entertained the students 
and parents to a demonstration of Balinese 
dancing. Ami was staying with John and Barbara 
Church during her t ime as a volunteer in the UK. The 
two dancers did not know each other before joining 
the Global Exchange programme and so the dance was 
quickly put together and rehearsed prior to departure 
for the UK. It was a very charming presentation and 
the children were enthralled, asked lots of questions 
and were delighted when allowed to try on the 
elaborate headdresses.  £135.00 was raised for the 
vict ims of the recent Bali bombings. 
   Four  students from the school performed along 
with the Downham Market Swing Orchestra, 
conducted by Cy Payne at its Christmas Concert. 
    Many students are now working towards the next 
set of examinations to be held in the early spring and 
four will be travelling to London to attend an Easter 
dance course at the Royal Ballet Junior School at 
White Lodge. 
    There will be a Day of Dance on Sunday 2nd April 
for the Eastern Region of The Brit ish Ballet 
Organisation.This will take the form of a musical 
theatre tap day and we are very fortunate to have 
obtained the services of Edwina Cox, a professional 
dancer, singer and actress who is currently appearing 
in the West End, to run the session. Edwina has 
appeared in shows such as Crazy for You, My Fair 
Lady, Anything Goes and Once in a Lifetime. 
   Term finishes on Saturday 1st April and 
recommences on Saturday 22nd April. 
 

****** 

Watlington Sports & Social Club  
First of all, a big thank you to everybody for your 
good wishes to a speedy recovery from my recent 
illness. 
Your club has a busy t ime over the winter period with 
cribbage played on Tuesday’s ladies darts and pool on 
Wednesday’s pool again Thursday and two football 
teams playing on Saturday’s 
A big thank you to SANTA for bringing the presents 
to our children's party thanks also to the organisers 
and helpers who gave a great t ime to 30+ children we 
hope you will do it  again! 
With spring around the corner we look forward to a 
new bowls season, the green and its surroundings look 
great so a big thank you to those who look after it all 
year we really do appreciate it .  
Entertainment: The committee hope you will tell us if 
you would like to celebrate any occasion and if it  is 
possible we will put something on for you at present 
we have two bookings February 25th and March 25th, 

both dates are highly recommended so do not miss 
out.  
   Our local Quiz Master Rick Bentley will be holding 
more quizzes during the year. 
We will be having a Bingo night in April so look out 
for notices. 
Two reminders: 
1  We are a members club, but new members are             
 welcome  
2   ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS are due 1st April  
      The AGM is planned for the 20th March  
     PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND 

A Snippet: 
I was at the Wednesday Club meeting the other day 
where Brenda produced a number of Quizzes, one 
question was 'What was the family name of the 
children that Peter Pan visited.’ The name of course 
was Darling which led me to tell a litt le story about 
one of my grand-daughters who was relating to her 
brother, with all her four year old wisdom, the life 
cycle of the human race. We....ll  she said you start off 
in your mummy's tummy, then you come out, then 
you become a darling, then you become an adult, then 
a mummy and daddy. 
   I think the last bit was ‘and then you die’ - squashed 
worms have such fascination) 

Barbara Church 

If you’re pushing 70  
you’re doing enough exercise 
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J. M. Coston & Company Ltd 
(Established 1952) 

Plumbing and Heating Engineers 
Domestic & Commercial Installation, Servicing & Repairs 

Oil & Solid Fuel Boiler Servicing 
Member of   

The Association of Plumbing & Heating Contractors 
Corgi Registered Gas Installer 

 

8 Chestnut Close, Watlington, King’s Lynn,  
Norfolk, PE33 0HX 

Directors: E. F. Hughes, J. Butcher, Eng Tech MIP RP 
Telephone: 01553 811375 or 672022 

Mobile: 07787 153537 or 153538 

Wednesday Club 
In late November Mr Grimes came and spoke on the 
History of Savages Fairgrounds and showed some 
wonderful slides. Mr Grimes had to leave as soon as 
he had a cup of tea as he had another presentation to 
do! Our Christmas party was the last event of 2005. It 
was a great party with some food and drink, readings 
by Brenda Newman and Mary Gay, a Big Raffle and 
even “Santa” paid a visit.  
   The New Year saw the first trip out, to the 
pantomime at Norwich.  Peter Pan was a fast moving, 
colourful show, with plenty of audience participation.  
Our next meeting was the ever popular, Beetle Drive. 
It was fast and furious, much changing of tables, and 
a good t ime was had by all. The top scorers were 
rewarded with a small prize. 
   Pot Luck was the name of our next meeting. We 
had to try and guess the names of TV adverts and 
give the year they were shown. It was hard to 
remember what it  was they were trying to sell us, so 
do adverts really make us buy things? We did have 
some winners, and they were asked to choose a 
number for their prize, which were some of the 
products in the adverts, Walkers crisps, Hovis loaf 
and PG T ips were won but thank goodness the two 
BAA tickets to New Zealand were not won!! 
Following a break for tea and the raffle we had our 
first Pairs Quiz competit ion. The idea for this quiz 
came from a former Chairman, Geoff Beaumont, who 
made and presented the trophy to the club. Geoff and 
John Woolley set the questions and the winners were 
Brenda Newman and Brian Toates. 
    The club now has its own Newsletter with John 
Woolley as the editor. It  is produced every other 
month and I hope will soon be on the Village 
website.  
The club meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 
month and you are most welcome to join us.  

               Brian Toates 
 
For future programme see “Diary Dates” 

Watlington Players  
The pantomime in January was a great success, with 
excellent press reviews, and enjoyed by all who came 
to see it. Unfortunately the audience numbers were 
down again, which is rather worrying. We would 
really like to know why so that we could do something 
about it .  
   Our next production is “CRAZY FOR YOU”, music 
and lyrics by George and Ira Gershwin. A real “ feel 
good” show. We will be seating at tables again, which 
proved very popular last t ime, so think about a night 
out. Look out for the posters and start booking. We 
will  be having a booking office in the Information 
Centre on Saturday afternoons 2.00pm - 4.00pm from 
mid-April onwards or book by phone. Our AGM is on 
Saturday 4th March in the small hall, all welcome. We 
really are in an open society and encourage everyone 
wherever their talent lies.  
Further info ring Kate on 01553 810381 

Kate Carpenter 
(Chairman) 

 
****** 

   The  
   Morning  
   School  
   Run 
 
 
Having spent a few months joining the fun of the 
morning school run I thought I would let you have 
some of my observations. Now I know that I couldn’t 
possible be referring to you but it  just might make you 
think.  
   There are quite a lot of people just dropping off the 
litt le darlings whilst on their way to work. (as I was). 
People who park and leave their cars in the “dropping 
off zone” in front of the school cause a dangerous 
double t ier effect because they block the area. If you 
are stopping for a few minutes couldn’t you leave 
your car outside the school gates?  A litt le thought and 
consideration of the needs of others would go a long 
way.  
   If you are not going anywhere in a hurry why not 
take the t ime to walk the children to school. There are 
quite a lot of children who walk through John Davis 
Way, happily chatt ing with their friends, riding their 
bikes etc, most with their parents etc in groups.    
   Research has shown that children who have a good 
breakfast and walk to school are more alert and 
responsive in lessons.  It also gives the grown-ups a 
chance for a litt le exercise and maybe a chat with 
friends before gett ing stuck into the day.    
   Have a healthy and safe new term.  

BJL 
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 March 2006 
3rd  The Truth about Daughters - Nils Ling - 7.45pm  
4th  Watlington Players - AGM  
8th  Wednesday Club - Outing  ... 
 Lunch at College of West Anglia  
12th  Indoor Car Boot Sale - 10.00am  
14th  Mobile Police Office - Angel Car Park - 1-3pm  
14th  Annual Parish Meeting & Parish Council Meeting  
14th  WI - Naughty but nice cookery - Mrs Hilda Bond  
18th  Fairtrade Coffee Morning 10am to noon  
 32 Fen Road, Watlington 
18th  Village Screen - watch notice boards for programme! 
20th  “Gossip” AGM - Bramble, Hawthorn Close - 7.30pm  
22nd  Wednesday Club - Games - Cornish Bingo 
26th  Mothering Sunday - Watlington Parish Church 11.00am  
27th  Watlington History Group  
 
 April  2006 
1st  “Keith Skipper & the Press Gang” - 7.30pm  
9th  Palm Sunday - Watlington Parish Church - 11.00am  
10th  Fashion Show - 7.00pm (Watlington Pre-School) 
11th Mobile Police Office - Angel Car Park - 1-3pm  
11th  WI - The Woodland Trust - Tim Dent  
12th  Wednesday Club - Easter Meeting  
14th  Good Friday Worship - Watlington Church - 6.00pm  
15th  Village Screen - watch notice boards for programme! 
16th  Easter Sunday Eucharist - Watlington Church -11.00am 
20th   “Fenland Railways” talk by Andrew Ingram - 7.30pm  
20th  Watlington Sports & Social Club - AGM  
26th  Wednesday Club - Outing to Great Yarmouth Museum  

 April 2006 (cont)  
27th  Fashion Show - 7.30pm (WI)  
29th  Spring Fayre - Village Hall - (Watlington Pre-School) 
 
 May 2006 
2nd  Annual Parish Council & Parish Council Meetings  
9th  Mobile Police Office - Angel Car Park - 1-3pm  
9th  WI - Musical Consequences - 50/50 Sale - Resolutions  
10th  Wednesday Club - Outing - Ryston Hall Spring Garden 
20th Village Screen - watch notice boards for programme! 
24th  Wednesday Club - Talk - Keith Andrew of Postwatch 
30th May to 3rd June - 7.30pm - Watlington Players  
    “Crazy for You”  
 
 June 2006 
6th  Mobile Police Office - Angel Car Park - 1-3pm  
6th  Summer Bingo - (Watlington Pre-School) 
13tj  WI - Deathcaps & Deadmans Fingers - Jonathan Revett 
14th  Wednesday Club - Outing - Croquet Golf at Stow Hall  
17th Village Screen - watch notice boards for programme! 
28th  Wednesday Club - Strawberry Tea  

 DIARY DATES!    (Venue is Watlington Village Hall unless stated otherwise) 
 Further information may be found on these items in related articles within the magazine 

REMINDER! 
The closing date for receipt of copy 

for the next ‘Gossip’ is 
Monday  15th May 2006 

Delivery date  
Monday 5th June  2006����


